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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., an8 read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

BUS SERVICES.

As to Shelters for Queues.

Mr. NEEDHAM asked the Minister for
Local Government:

(1)'In view of the statement in his policy
speech that "thousands of passengers stand
in queues frequently in pouring rain," and
that "no attempt has been made to provide
a remedy," will he inform the House what
action he has taken to provide a remedy?

(2) is he aware that "hundreds of pas-
sengers"' still "stand in queues in pouring
rain"~ waiting for transport?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) The Government had plans prepared
and expenditure approved to erect separate
shelters for each bus route, but the bus
patrons, by a referendum conducted hy the
owners of private bus companies, declared
by a very heavy majority that they pre-
ferred to stand in the rain, and so the Gov-
ernment did not go on with the proposal.

(2) I ani aware that these conditions exist
and also that alternative measures are being
examined which, if adopted, will substan-
tially do away with the need for queues.

ROADS.

ASs to Disrepair, ,Toondanna 'Heights and
Glendalough.

Mr. NIMMO asked the Minister for Hous-
ing:.

Can he inform the House when the roads,
serving the Commonwealth-State rental
home districts of Joondanna Heights and
the Glendalough Estate, will be put in traf-
ficable order, as some of these roads con-
stitute a danger to the public?

The MINISTER replied:

The Commissioner, Main Roads Depart-
ment, has been requested to carry out the
work, and it is understood that he will pro-
ceed as soon as weather is suitable.

HOUSING.

(a) As to Land Acquired at North Midland.

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for Hour-
ing:

Will he lay on the Table of the House
the file and all papers relating to the pur-
chase for £2,665 of 106 blocks of land at
North Midland for the State Housing Com-
mission, as reported in the "Daily News"
on the 30th August.j9491

The MINISTER replied:

I shall be glad to make the file available
for the perusal of the hon. member at the
offices of the State Housing Commission at
a time to suit his convenience.

(b) A3 to Land Acquired at Fremantle.

Han. J. B. SLEEMAN asked the Minister
for Housing:

(1) Is he aware that houses have been
erected on land within the City of Fre-
mantle boundary -without first having se-
cured the title to same?

(2) Is hie also aware that the Lands De-
partment is demanding payment of 1600
before it will put the necessary transfer
through from the City Council to the Hous-
ing Commission?

(8) If this is so, will he take up this mat-
ter with the Minister for Lands to see if
this payment cannot be waived?
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The MINISTER replied:

(1.) Houses -have been erected on Mui-
cipal Endowment land which the Fremantle
City Council agreed to make available to
the Housing Commission free of coat.

(2) Yes.
(3) The matter is at present receiving

attention.

NATIVE AFFAIRS.

As to Houses for Cosmo Nesobery.

H13n. E. NULSEN asked the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Mines:

Is he aware that all empty houses and
camis at Lancefield mine, Beria, and also
one house in Laverton are being purchased
by I he Native Affairs Department for re-
moval to Native Rations Depot at Cosmo
Newhery 9

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING re-
plied:

It is understood that the Native Affairs
Department during the past two years has
purchased several small buildings in the
vicirtity of Laverton and Berma.

MINING.

ZAs to House Aceommndatio at Reria.

Hon. E. NULSEN asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Mines:

Will he stop all removals of empty
houses and tamps at Laneefleld mine, Beria,
and the town of Laverton until he is satis-
fied that there will not be any shortage of
accommodation in view of the Mines De-
partment's monetary assistance to the
Laneefield G.M.?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING re-
plied:

The Minister has no authority to prevent
private owners selling properties. The
own'?r of the mine mentioned has not ad-
vised the Department of any shortage of
accommodation for his employees,

LAND SALES CONTROL.

As to Repeal of Legislation.

Mr. REYNOLDS (without notice) asked
the Premier:

(1) Did he rend in this morning's "CWest
Australian," the letter above the signature
of J. S. Mariani, and under the heading of
"Land Sales Control"?

(2) Has he read in tonight's "Daily
News" the- following:-

Why not Free Land and House Sales now?9
Retention until December the 31st; of con-

trols on the sale of houses was hampering
business considerably, estate agents said today.
Everybody who could do so was postponing
sales until the expiration of the Land Sales
Control Act at the end of the year removed
the restrictions.

(3) In view of the letter and the report
that I have referred to, should not the Gov-
ernment take active steps to throw off con-
trol altogether instead of embarrassing
people as they are with the Act as it is at
present?

The PREMIER replied:

I have not read the items to which the
hon. member refers, but my attention has
been drawn to them, and they are on my
desk. It is my intention to bring this matter
before Cabinet, when the whole subject will
be discussed and, I hope, a decision arrived
at.

STATE TRANSPORT BOARD.

As to Constitution.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN (without notice)
asked the Premier:

Is he yet in a position to announce the
result of the further consideration given
by the Crown Law Department to the legal-
ity of the Transport Board as from Febru-
ary of this year?

The PREMIER replied:

The Government has given further con-
sideration to the matter, and further ad-
vice is awaited from counsel.

POTATOES, DISPOSAL, SELECT
COMITTEE.

Report Presented.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN brought up the re-
po~rt of theP Select Committee, together
With a typewritten copy of the evidence
referred to in the report.

Ordered: That the report be received and
printed and its consideration made an Order
of the Day for the next sitting of the Hous.
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PRIVATE MEMBERS'- BUSINESS.

As to Notice of Motion.
Notice of motion having been given by

the Premier as follows-
That so much of the Standing Orders be

suspended as is necessary t6 enable this House'
hereby to direct that, in connection with the
subjects indicated hereunder, the several de-
bates shall be concluded, and the several ques-
tions and consequent procedure shall be put,
wvithout amendment or debate, as follows:-

Estimates of Revenue and Expendituire, Con-
solidated Revenue Fund, 1949-1950, at 9 p.m.
on Tuesday, 20th September.

Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure,
State Trading Concerns, 1940-1950, at 9 p.m.
on Thursday, 22nd September.

Estimates of Expenditure from General
Loan Fund, 1049-1950, at 9 P.m. on Tuesday,
27th September; and Apropriation Bill, 1049,
through all stages, at 11p.m. on Tuesday, 271b
September,

Point of Order.

Mr. Graham: On the 16th June of this
year, a resolution was carried, on the
motion of the Premier, "That on Tuesdays
and Thursdays, Government business shall
take precedence of all motions and Orders
of the Day." Inferentially, the determina-
tion was that Wednesdays should be c-
cupied in discussing private members'
business. Certainly, so far as precedents
and practice are concerned, Wednesdays
have, unless the House has specifically de-
cided otherwise, been reserved for the con-
duct of private. members' business, except
for minor exceptions in connection with re-
ports of the Committee, and third readings,
which are sometimes dealt with. I want
to know, Mr. Speaker,' what your attitude
is to the motion about to be moved by the
Premier concerning Government business;
and as to whether it transgresses the spirit,
at least, and the letter of the action pre-
viobaly taken, and the general understand-
ing of members for many years. If the Gov-
ernment is to he pennitted.to obtrude its
business, notwithstanding the resolution,
then the carrying of suc~h resolutions, which
is normally done at the opening of a ses-
sion of Parliament, is entirely without
meaning.

Mr. Speaket: As the hon. member has
said, Wednesday, by resolution of the
House, is usually set aside for private mem-
hers' business. However, there are excep-
tions such as third readings and short mat-
ters which are generaly agreed to by the
Opposition without debate. In such cases

r641

those items usually go on top of the notice
paper even on Wednesdays and therefore
take precedence over private members' busi-
ness. This matter ean be looked at in two
ways. It may be looked upon as a motion
to suspend Standing Orders, which is what
we have had on other occasions, or it may
be looked upon as a controversial political
motion. I do not think I can state just
how the House will take it at this juncture.
If it is taken as a formal Matter of busi-
ness, I cannot see that there is any objec-
tion to it. Of course, in a motion of this
kind I consider that I should leave the mat-
ter to the decision of the House and ask
.the House to vote as it thinks fit.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Mr. Speaker, you
have told its that you intend to leave this
matter to the House to decide as it think%
fit. 'Do I understand from that that you
rule this motion to be in order at this stage
of today's sitting?

Mr. Speaker: Yes, I look at this motion
as one for the suspension of Standing
Orders, which is normal towards the end of
the session.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: This is not a
motion to suspend the Standing Orders for
the purpose of enabling Government busi-
ness to take precedence over private mem-
bers' business on Wednesdays. This is a
motion to saspend Standing Orders to en-
able a timetable for the despatch of busi-
ness to be established. Under the existing
Standing Orders there is no timetable of
Rnv kind and matters brought before the
House are capable of being discussed by
members, without time limits, until con-
conclusions are reached. It is my verytstroug
view that if this motion is to be considered
todayv-private members' day-there should
have been a prior motion by the Premier
to rescind a motion previously carried. That
motion was to the effect that Government
business was to take precedence on Tues-
days and Thursdays and, in effect, private
members' business was to take precedence
over Government business on Wednesdays.

Jf the Premier had given notice of that
motion yesterday it could have been dis-
cussed and decided today. In the event of
its being carried, then a motion of this kind
could have been considered. However, as
you know,. Sir, the Premier took no action
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Of any kind yesterday to put upon the notice He certainly has not one scrap of moral
paper a motion to rescind the previous reso-
lution in this matter; nor did he put upon
the notice paper today a motion to suspend
Standing Orders to enable him to move the
motion which is now standing there in his
name. Therefore it seems to me that the
Premier's motion is entirely out of order
because no proper steps have been taken
by him, and consequently the House has had
no opportunity to approve any proposed
proper steps to enable him to launch that
motion.

There is not the slightest shadow of doubt
that the motion now on the notice paper in
the name of the Premier is intensely Party-
political and very deeply controversial. There
is rio doubt either that if the Premier is
permitted, by your ruling, Sir, or by a
decision of the House this afternoon, to pro-
cee with this motion, it will kill completely,
so far as tflday's proceedings are concerned,
every item of private membtrs' business on
the notice paper. Therefore, it should be
clear to you, Sir, and to every member of
the House, that the Premier's motion, if he
is permitted to proceed with it, will wipe out
.all Ponsideration, or so far as today's sit-
tingi are concerned, every item of private
mebes business.

II ask you, Sir, do you consider that is a
fair propositionI Do you consider that is
reasonably protecting the undoubted right.
of rrivate members Of this House? We all
know that even in the ordinary course of
events there wll be very few days left for
the consideration of private members' busi-
ness We know, in addition, that if the Pre-
miei is able to have this motion carried
today, or eVen on some succeeding day
within the next week, then private members'
business on the notice paper will receive very
little, if any, further consideration. There-
fore the question of private members, who
have business upon this notice paper, being
given the absolute right which should be
theirs to have their business considered to-
day, should be protected to the utmost limit
hy you, Mr. Speaker. Also this right should
be safeguarded by every private member of
this House.

In my opinion the Premier has no legal
right under the Standing Orders to do this
afternoon what he is intending to attempt.

right to attempt, by this method, to deprive
private members of the business which they
had properly placed upon the notice paper
as a result of their efforts in this session.
You, Mr. Speaker, know very well, as we all
know, that private members' business upon
the notice paper this year has been of far
more importance legislatively than the Gov-
ernment's own business. I am not sayin~g
that pri{'ate members' business is more im-
portant than the Revenue and Loan Esti-
mates but I am saying that private mem-
bers' business put forward this year for the
consideration of this House is much more
vital to the country than is the business the
Government has brought forward per me.
dium of legislation.'

Mr. Marshall: It has brought nothing for-
ward.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Yet the Premier is
trying, this afternoon, not only to penalise
private members in respect of the initiative
and mental capacity they have displayed in
putting these matters upon the notice paper,
but also he is proposing to take action
which could easily have the effect of robbing
private members of any further chance, dur-
in.- this session and this Parliament, of hav-
ing any additional consideration given to
the items which stand in the names of the
several private member, concerned.

Mr. Speaker: .This is a motion to dis.
agree with the ruling, I take it.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: I am not at all
clear whether you, Mr. Speaker, actually
gave a ruling when you were asked a ques-
tion by the member foi East Perth. When
asked your opinion you posed two answers.
The first answer you gave was that a motion
had been carried earlier this session to the
effect that Government business should take
precedence OOer private members' business
on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and that pri-
vate nlembers' business should take prece-
dence of all Government business on Wed-
nesdays. You then went on to say that it

'had been the practice on days when private
members' business had precedence over Gov-
ernment business for Government business
of a formal character to be placed on the
notice paper. You indicated some of the for-
mal types of Government business you had
in mind. One of them was the third reading
of a Bill. and another was a motion that
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could he disposed of very quickly because
it was more or less formal and in no way
controversial.

Then, Mr. Speaker, you went on to sug-
gest that if a member of the Government
tried to propose on a Wednesday, when pri-
v'ate members' business had preference, a
motion that was political and highly con-
troversial, the situation would be entirely
different because, logically and sensibly
enough, as you were able quickly to see, the
moving of a Party-political motion was a
highly controversial matter. Had any mem-
ber of the Government proposed such a mo-
tion on a Wednesday, it would be a curtail-
maent of private members' business and
would certainly have the effect of inducing a
very long debate, one that could he long
enough to take up the whole of the sitting
on that day and thereby rob private mem-
hers of any opportunity at all to have their
business considered. I have been trying to
indicate to you, Sir, and I think you have
been able to appreciate the strength of what
I have said, that the motion upon the notice
paper in the name of the Premier) if not
Party-political in the full sense of the word,
is undoubtedly of the highest controversial
niature possible.

There can be no doubt at all that if a de-
'bate is allowed upon this motion today, it
'will prove very long and will undoubtedly
lava the effect of taking up all the time
available for the sitting. In effect, therefore,
any ruling given by you, or any decision
arrived at by the House, to allow the motion
to be considered today would fly in the face
of the motion previouily passed this session,
which laid it down clearly that on Wednes-
day of each week private members' business
would have precedence, and such business
would be discussed ahead of any Govern-
ment matters other than purely formal
items, such as third readings of Bills and
motions in respect of which there was
unanimous approval aqld no possibility of
any debate except, perhaps, for a few min-
utes.

I am anxious that you, Mr. Speaker,
should, in the circumstances, reconsider th
'whole question on that basis. I feel that
your ruling will decide in effect whether the
rights of priyate members in respect of to-
day's sitting will be destroyed. If you give
a ruling, or confirm the ruling you pre-
-viously suggested, that the Premier is en-
titled to proceed with this motion, you are

saying in effect that no private member
shall have any right to have considered at to-
day's sitting, the business he has placed on
the notice paper. I think it would be impos-
ing- an unreasonable penalty upon private
members, If the Premier had followed what
7 should think was the proper course, he
would on Thursday of last week have given
notice of his intention to move on Tuesday
of this week a motion rescinding the one
previously carried this session, which gave
private members the right to have prece-
dence for their business on Wednesdays.
That motion could have been debated yes-
terday and a decision reached one way or the
other.

Alternatively, the Premier could have
given notice yesterday of his intention to
move today something for the purpose of
achieving a similar object. He could at least
have given niiee yesterday of his intention
to move today that Government business
should take precedence at this sitting over
private members' business. He did not do
that. Therefore it seems to me that the no-
ti4 of motion by the Premier should not
appear where it is placed on the notice
paper but at the bottom of private mnem-
hers' business and at the top of that in the
name of the Government. It might be
thought-I understand it has been thought
by some members who read the Premier's
notice of motion-that in the motion itself
there is provision to suspend the right to
precedence of private members in respect of
their business scheduled for consideration
today. On reaeding the motion which the Pre-
mier is anxious to move, I must submit that
that is not so. The notice of motion. read--

The Premier: To move, that so much of
the Standing Orders be suspended-
I break away from the motion at that stage
and ask: For what purpose I It is not for
the purpose of enabling Government busi-
ness to take precedence over private mem-
hers' business today. That is not the reason
at all. The notice of motion continues--

-as is necessary to enable this House to
hereby dire& that, in connection with the sub)-
jects indicated hereunder, the several debates
shall be concluded, and the several questions
and consequent procedure shall be put, 'with-
out amendment or debate, as follows-
Then there appears in the remainder of the
motion, the timetable that the Premier and
has colleagues wish to impose upon this
House in respect of the balance of Govern-
ment business to be presented before the

1795



[ASSEMBLY.]

sesion concludes. Thus the Premier has
mad,, no proper provision at all. He has not
attempted to do so. He has not made any
reasonable provision to force Government
business to be considered today ahead of
that standing in jhe name of private mem-
bers, In the circumstances, I think the Pre-
mier would be adopting a most unfair atti-
tude towards private members if he were
to erideavour to proceed with his notice of
motion this afternoon. It would be a depri-
vation, so far as private members are con-
cerned, of a right that is absolutely theirs
in accordance with the terms of the motion
earriad by the House earlier in the session,
which m~otion was moved by the Premier
himself.

I s~ppeal to the Premier's human nature,
because there is a vast difference between his
human nature and his Party-political nature.
It is out of his Party-political nature that
this motion for the wholesale application of
the gag has developed-or perhaps it would
he fairer and more correct to say that it is
out of the Party-political nature of one or
more of the legal members of his Govern-
ment that it has emanated.

Mr. Speaker: I would point out that
is no question before the Chair, and I want
to know whether the hon. member disputes
my riling?

Hon. A. R. G_ Hawke: I was putting up a
case io enable you to give the matter fuller
thought and I was going to ask you whether
you still adhered to your earlier ruling,
which was not so much an actual ruling as
a suggestion. If you still aftere to your
previous ruling I will certainly move, re-
gretf~lly, to disagree with it.

Mr. Speaker: My ruling is that if the
matter is considered to be formal it still
stands. But any member who considers it
contro~versial and who feels so disposed can
move to have the item postponed.

Hor. A. R. G. Hawke: I move-
Thal the motion be discharged fromn the

notice paper.

Mr. Speaker: That cannot bt done yet.
That eourse can be taken when the matter
comes up.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: I would like you to
guide us very csrefaly in this matter, It
would not be fair for the Premier to be
allowed to move this motion, and then for
you to tell us subsequently that we can-
not take any action in respect of it except

to continue the debate until such time as
the period had arrived when the vote would
be taken upon it. I would like you to
advise members whether, when the Premier
has-moved the mnotion, it would then be com-
petent for any member to move that the
item be discharged from the notice paper.

Mr. Speaker; When it is called on is the
time.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: It is called on.
You called on the Premier to move it and
the member for East Perth raised a point
of order.

Mr. Speaker: I made a suggestion to the
bon. member that if he felt the motion was
controversial he could move to have the
item postponed. The hon. member has sub-
mitted another motion.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Then I withdraw
the previous motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: I now move-
That this item be postponed until after the

consideration of item 21 on the notice paper.
Dissent from Speaker's Riding.

Ron. J. B. Sleeman: On a point of order!t
If the motion moved by the Deputy Leaaer
of the Opposition is defeated, will it mean
that we will be debarred from moving that
your ruling be disagreed with?

Mr. Speaker: That is another question.
Does the lton, member want to dispute my
ruling at this stage?

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: There is no other
way to get rid of this item. The proper
method is for you to rule it out of order.
Dot if you have decided it is in order, the
only thing we can 8 o is to move that your
ruling he disagreed with. With all due-
deference to you, I would point out that
you are His Majesty's representative in
this House and you have a duty to members
to see that they gee what they are entitled
to, which is fair play. I hope you will
give uas fair play. We are under your pro-
tection. This motion is quite out of order.
The Premier has not got over hir- first
hurdle before he is allowed to move a
motion such as this. What the Premier has
done, to use a racing term, is to run round
the hurdle, and he should be disqualified
for doing so.

The Premier: For how long?
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Hon. J. B. Sleeman: For a month at any
rate.

Mr. Reynolds: You might suggest a swab,
too.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Had I brought for-
ward a notice of motion today, it would
have been placed not on the top of the
notice paper for tomorrow but on top of
the notice, paper for next Wednesday. To-
day is private members' day and the Pre-
mnier has not done anything, to take away
the precedence given to private members'
day on Wednesdays. This notice of motion
should have been put on the top of the
notice paper for tomorrow. If that had
been done everything would have been in
order. I want to ask the Premier the rea-
son for the haste. It would not make any
difference to the Premier if this motion
were carried tomorrow-whjeh I expect it
will be, as the Government is behind it.
The ibovernnaent will stand behind its ma-
jority and decide that the motion is to be
carried.

But we look to you, Mr. Speaker. You
are our protection, and you should decide
that the Premier is wp~ng and that he
should not be allowed to move this motion
today, but should move it on some other
day when Government business takes pre-
cedence. This motion does not consist of
formal business. No objection has ever
been taken in this House during the 25
years I have been here to formal business
being put on the top of the notice
paper on private mebes day, such
as the third reading of a Bill or
some other motion the decision on which
wonid take only a few minutes. This is not
formal business but extraordinary business.
It is something that has never been done
before-I have had the records consulted-
in the histor-y of the Parliament of Western
Australia; but now you are allowing the
Premier to put this over us. I call this
politics by mass production. We are turning
it out with a sausage machiire.

Mr. Marshall: This is a result of having
a woman in the Cabinet.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: I cannot agree -with
the member for Murchison. I do not blame
the lady member of the Cabinet. There
are more cunning brains than the ladly's.

-Mr. Marshall: Not more cunning.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Yes. This motion
asks for the Standing Orders to be sus-
pended so that certain matters shall be final-
ised at certain times, as follows:-

Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure,
Consolidated Revenue Fund, 1949-1950, at
9 p.m. on Tuesday, 20th September.
Not satisfied with that the motion proceeds-

Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure,
State Trading Concerns, 1940-1950, at 9 p.m.
on Thursday, 22nd September.
Not satisfied to stop there, the Premier
adds--

Estimates of Expenditure from General
Loan Funcl 1949-1950, at 9 p.m. en Tuesday,
27th September;
and then to cap it all-
and Appropriation Buill, 1949, through all
stages, at 11 p.m. on Tuesday, 27th Sep-
tember.I
I ask you whether you think it is fair to the
members of this House to allow the Premier
to do that, without mentioning the taking
away of private members' business. I con-
sider that you have erred in gour judgment;
and I hope the House will decid 1e te matter
on its merits and not mnake a Party ques-
tion of it, members sitting snugly behind
the Government and voting with it. If that
is done, it will be possible for you to make
a mistake at any time and for members to
stand behind the Government and by their
vote declare you to have been right. I hope
the House will decide that you hsive ruled in
error on this occasion, and now move-

That the Houqe dissent from the Speaker'si
ruling.

The Premier: I think the question is
whether this motion is Government busines
or whether it relates-

Mr. Graham:- You do not think it is Op-
position business, do youl

The Premier: -or whether it relates ta
procedure.

Mr. Hegney: I think it relates to sand.
tagging.

The Premier: It has to do with the sus-
pension of Standing Orders, and I have al-
ways understood that the House is master of
its own destiny when it comes to a 4uestior
of procedure. I am not, by this motion, at.
tempting to deprive private members of
their day or to stop them from discuss.
ing the motions which they have on th(
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notice paper. If I wanted to prevent mem-
bers fr-om bringing their business before the
House I would move that Government, busi-
ness tike precedence. I have not done that.,

Mr. Graham: You are doing it.

The Premier: The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition has told you, Sir, that if tbis
motion is carried there will be no time for
private members' business. I do not know
how you. are to judge that.

Hon, A. B. G. Hawke: Would you like
to have a bet?

The Premier: I will not take any bets
at all. 'So far as, you know, Sir, private
members' business will continue when this
motion is dispensed with. That is the view
I hold: and I contend that the ruling you
have given is the only one that you could
have gven.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: The Premier said that
the question to be considered is whether
this motion is Government business or other-
wise. I agree. You will remember, Mr.
Speaker, that when we commenced the
second instalment of this session this year
the Premier had to move a motion getting
rid of one which was moved last November
to the effect that on Wednesdays Govern-
ment business should take precedence over
private mebes business. When the
House met this year in continuation of the
session started last year, in order to give
private members. priority on Wednesdays,
the Premier had to move a motion, and he
did so, to rescind the motion he had moved
last Year.

Having done that, by that motion he aeft-
nitely conferred on the private members of
this Reuse the right to have their business
take precedence over Government business
on Wednesdays. Having moved that motion
of resc:ission, he restored to private mem-
hers th, right to have their business take
precedence over Government business. So
if we (tan show that this motion is Gov-
ernment business, it has no right, because
of the ?remier's own motion, to take pre-
cedence over private members' business.
Let us examine this proposal that thePre-
mier wishes. the House to discuss this after-
noon. Before I do so, I wish to give the
exact warding of the motion which the Pre-
mier moved in connection with Government
business and precedence. His motion was-

That on Tuesdays and Thursdays Govern-
meat business shall take precedence of all mo-
tions and Orders of the Days.

But he only moved that when he had righted
the position which had been altered by his
moving for the suspension of the Standing
Orders towards the end of last year; and
that motion being passed this year to re-
scind his motion of last year, I argue, re-
stored to private members their right to
have precedence on Wednesdays.

The Premier: I am not taking away that
precedence.

Ron. J. T . Tonkin; If this is Government
business, he Premier is doing so.

Point of Order.
Hon. E. H. H. Hall: I rise to a point of

order. Will you inform the House under
what Standing Order provision is made for
private members' business to take prece-
dence over Government business on Wed-
nesdayst

Mr. Marshall: It is done by resolution
of this House.

Mr. Speaker: We have-decided by resolu-
tion. that private members' business shall
take precedence oq Wednesdays.

Hon. R. H. . Hall: Are we allowed to
quote from the current "Hansard "I

Mr. Speaker: Thle hon. member may seem-
orise something but not read from "Han-
sard."

Hon. E. H,. H. Hall. No mention is made
of precedence in the motion moved by the
Premier, as appearing on page 41 of "Han-

Debate Resumed.
Ron- 3'. T. Tonkin: I desire the member

for Geraldton, as well as other members, to
understand the line of reasoning I am fol-
lowing. So I propose to state again the first
point I am raising, which is that the Pre-
mier by his -own action in this House ob-
tained a vote of this House--Yes, he did;
it is no good the hon. member shaking his
head. Let him read "Hansard." Early
this year in the second part of the session
the Premier found it necessary to move
a motion rescinding one which was passed
at the end of the first instalment of the
session. The Premier will recall that we
had an argument about it.

No private members' business could come
ahead of Government business until the
Premier had done that; and, if the Premier
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had not movea that motion, private mem-
bers' business could not have taken pre-
cedence at all on any day this year over
Government business. But, so that he could
restore to private members their right to
have precedence, the Premier moved a motion
rescinding the one which he had passed to-
wards the end of last year. In order to do
what he proposes, that is, have Government
business put ahead of private members' busi-
ness, he should have taken steps to rescind
that motion of rescission. That would have
restored the position whereby Government
business would take precedence as it did in
December of last year. Standing Order No.
181 states-

A resolution, or other vote of the House,
may be read sad rescinded; but no such re-
solution or other vote may be rescinded dur-
ing the same Session, except with the concur-
rence of an absolute majority of the whole
House, ad after seven days' notice.

For the Premier to set Government business
to take precedence over private members'
business today, he has to get an absolute
majority, and give seven days' notice. The
question arises whether this is Government
business or private members' business. There
would not be too many people who would
argue that this is private members' business.
If it is not private. members' business it
must have got on to the notice paper through
the action of the Government, and so it is
Government business. Whilst it is true that
it has been the practice to allow a few third
readings to be dealt with before private
members' business, it has always been done
by agreement with the Opposition who are
the custodians of private members' rights,
in conjunctian with the Speaker.

Whilst I have never seen the point tested
during mny time, I am firmly of the opinion
that if the Opposition had objected even to
third readings being dealt with-and we
must remember that there is the possibility
of debate on a thrd reading-they could not
have been taken on private members' day.
So it is only when the business is a mere
formality that it is permitted. Would any-
body here regard this motion as a mere
formality, and something which 'we would
expect in the ordinary course of parlia-
mentary business? This is a motion de-
liberately framed for the purpose of apply-
ing- the gag to discussions in this Parliament.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: A declaration
of war!I

Hon. J. T. Tonkin:- Therefore, it repro
seats the Government policy. The Govern
went has considered the question. It is quit4
obvious that Cabinet has given considera.
tion to the despatch of Government business
and a determination has been made with ti
result that the Government policy is is
conclude the business of Parliament on
certain date. To give effect to Governineni
policy, the Premier is to move this motion
Can that he called private members' busi
nessi Can it be called a mere formalityi
It is a motion to give effect to Governmen
policy. It is quite different from the ordin.
ary motion that Standing Orders be sus.
pended in order to pass Bills through at.
stages at one sitting. This is the outeomi
of argument and consideration by thi
Cabinet, as a result of which a decisior
has been arrived at to conclude the busines!
at a certain time. That is Goverumeni
policy, and there might have been some if
ferenee of opinion about that, but whet
the motion comes before the House it repro,
seats the view of the Government and i!
part of the policy which it seeks to pu
into effect. it is the Government's polic3
to introduce into this Parliament something
which has never been done before. Is tha
a mere formality?

Can we regard an innovation in a Parlia.
ment as a formality'! When we cut acres!
precedent and seek to establish a new moda
of procedure, we must expect argumeni
about it; we cannot say it is a mere for
zoality. As it is a decision of the Govern.
inent, it is Government policy and is jusi
as much Government business as a Bill-
a continuance Bill, for example-would be
:t represents the desire of the Governmeni
to follow a certain line of action. To tr3
to do that on private members' day, whet
it is clearly established that private mew.
hers' business has precedence, is something
which I submit that you, Mr. Speaker, ough
to prevent. It is part of the Speaker's duty
surely, to interpret the Standing Orders foi
members and to take steps to see that th(
undoubted rights of members are upheU
despite any attempt on the part of the Gov.
erment to override them. That surely is m
responsibility of the Speaker, who is. her(
to act impartially in the interests of nmem-
bers and common fairness. Here is a mattei
which ought to be perfectly clear. Sure].)
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you have no doubt whatever in your mind,
Mr. Speaker, that as a result of a decision
of this House, private members' business
ausU-not ought, but must-take precedence
on Wednesdays.

I :tefer again to the motion moved by the
Premier early this year-as soon as we re-
comnienced this session-to rescind the
motion passed last year which took away
that right of' private members. The mere
moving of the motion emphasises that on
Wednesdays private members have a prior
:right over Government business. As that
is perfectly clear, the only other point is
whether this is a mere formality which the
Oppvsition might agree to being put
through, or whether it represents Govern-
menit business because it is Government
polk"r to be debated. I do not think there
is a shadow of doubt that it is definitely
Government polity and must be debated. A
number of aspects of the motion are open
to debate, not only as to the general prin-
ciple involved, but the dates selected, and
as to whether sufficient time is being given
to deal with the respective matters men-
tioziec, It might be Government policy to
complete the discuission on the Estimates of
Revenue and Expenditure by 0 p.m. on
Tuesdaty, the 20th September, but some pri-
vate mombers might believe that it ought
to he concluded a week or a fortnight later.
Rut it. i-4 GIovernmet policy to complete it
on that day.

That is not a mere formality, nor is it
Private members' business. It is' Govern-
merit b~usiness. We cannot, in my view, see
it in any other light. As it ought to be
perfectly clear that private members' busi-
ness1 must take precedence on Wednesdays,
until the House decides otherwise on a
motior moved by the Premier, and as it is
also p2,rfcctly clear that this is not private
members' business-and if it is not private
members' business it must be Government
businessa-the-n surely your attitude, Mr.
Speaker, ought to be clear to you, and you
ought to rule that the motion cannot be
dealt with in priority to the private mem-
bers' trisiness appearing on the notice paper.
You have had opportunity, Sir, further to
consider your decision, but you have declined
to alter it and we have been obliged to move
to disagree with your ruling.

I hope members will appreciate the facn
-those of them who sit on the Government
side of the House-that. they will not always
be on that side. Sooner or later there will
come a day when they will be on this side
of the House. That is in the very nature
of things, and they may be doing something
today, because it suits them, that; they will
regret very much in the future. This mat-
ter has therefore to be looked at with a
long view, and aot from the viewpoint of
immediate expediency. I trust, therefore,
that members will do the right thing. It
is a wonder that some bright spark has not
found something in the Interpretation Act
to den] with this situation, as that seems to
have been the rule this session, but, as far
as I can see, there is nothing in that Avt
dealing wi th the present circumstances-

Mr. Graham- There is still time.

Ron. J. T?. Tonkin: -and so we are saved
from that. . This matter should be argued
and dealt with on its merits. I believe two
points stand out with crystal clearness. The
first is that undoubtedly private members'
business takes precedence on a Wednesday
under existing circumstances, because the
Tieuse has not determined otherwise. The
second is that as this is not private mem-
bers' business-no private member pat it on
the notice paper--it must be Government
business, and accordingly it cannot take pre-
cedence over private members' business.

The Minister for Education: I think the
matter before the Hlouse at present has be-
come very involved, partly because of the
attempt by the Deputy Leader of the Op-
position to find some method of postponing
the motion.

Ron. A. R. Panton: We have not
started on that yet.

The Minister for Education: The hon.
member did suggest at one stage, following
on some observation of Mr. Speaker that
I cannot recollect, that the motion be post-
poned. it seem to me that there was a very
simple way for the hon. member to try the
feeling of the Rouse in regard to that mat-
ter, if he wished to do so;- that w-as to have
Jet the Premier move the motion and for
the hon. member then to have moved that
the debate be adjourned.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke:- We are not that
simple.
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The Minister foi Education: When the
hon. member moved, as I think the. record
will show he did move, that the motion be'
postponed, he obviously undertook the
same risk or responsibility, because if the
one action required a vote, so did the other.
My second point is that I have always
unders9tood-I do not think anyone can
seriously controvert it--that this House is
in charge of its own procedure, and that
the majority of this House can deal with
the business of the House, as in accordance
with the Standing Orders or, alternatively,
their suspension. If there is a, majority for
the proposal, whatever it may be, either
for the Standing Orders to be suspended to
enable it to be donpF or for it to be done
under the Standing Orders then surely there
is no possible objection that can be taken.
It therefore seems to me, Sir, that your
ruling on this question cannot be seriously
disagreed wit.

I would go further and say that I do not
think that any motion for the postpone-
ment of a notice of motion has been ac-
cepted in the years I have been here. I re-
call having been told, on more than one
occasion when I have sought to postfione a
notice of motion that I have given, that I
was obliged to carry on with it o7 have it
struck off the notice paper, although I might
restore it at a later date if I wished to do
so. That is a fairly -welt established prin-
ciple and so, the notice of motion being on
the notice paper, as far as I can see the only
procedure that could be adopted would be
that it should be moved, which brings me
to the point that it is competent for any
member to move that the debate be ad-
journed, and the matter is then in the con-
trol of the House.

Does any member suggest that that is not
so in regard to any question of whether the
debate be adjourned or not? It may or
may not be sati'sfactory to a, member that
the debate be adjourned, depending on the
motion, but we have all learned, through
years of experirnhe, to accept the position
and so it seems to me, Mr. Speaker, that
your ruling is entirely in order and that
the course for those who do not wish the
matter to be pursued today is perfectly
clear, as to what should be done,

Hon. A. Ri. G. Hawke: I support the
miotion to disagree with your ruding, Sir,
not having spoken.- previously since the

motion was moved by the member for Fre
mantle. I have listened to the Minister fo
Education trying to indicate how simpi
this proposition is, and his speech showei
clearly that this illegitimate notice-of
motion'baby is probably his own.

Hon, A. A. XM. Coverley:I Of course it ig
The Minister for Education: You can pu

it on to someone more responsible than
am.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke, More responsibi
in one sense. The Minister for Educatioi
conveniently overlooked a very vital eon
sideration in his discupsion on the mattei
He told the House that the House is maste
of its own business and that therefore
can do anything that the majority wish t
do and decide to do.

Mr. Marshall:- That is not so.
Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Such as introducin

Bills without Messages from the Governo:

Hon. A. fl. G. Hawke: The precedeuc
given to private members' business on W6
nesdays is given by a specific motion eni
nied in this House. I submit that we eanuc
over-ride the direction of a motion specif
eally moved and carried by the House
the ont session-

Mr. May: It becomes the will of th
House.

Hon. A. R. G. llawke: -without first c
all taking proper action to rescind this
motion.

Mr. Marshall: That is the point.
Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: That is the eonx

monsense point of view and I think, alsi
the legal point of view.

The Premier: We do not want to do ana
with private members' day at this stagi
or to rescind the motion.

Mr. Graham: That is what you are doiaj
Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: I think the Pin

mier believes one thing and the Ministe
for Education argues another. I feel tht
that might have been the position in tl
past, in connection with many matters thi
unfortunately have landed the Premier int
no end of trouble in this House. In or
way it is a great pity that the Premier:
so big of heart as, to allow his better jndj
meat to be over-ruled by the legal membei
of his Cabinet, He would have been save
an immense amount of trouble, and -%
would have been saved a tremendous amoux

1W,
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of time, if he had stood up for what he be-
lievred to be the right and sensible pro-
:eadure. Private members' business has the
right ot! precedence on Wednesdays, because
Of a moo, moved early this year by the
Premie! to the effect that Governint busi-
ness should take precedence only on Tuesdays
and Thursdays. As we therefore have this
right of precedence for private members'
business on Wednesdays, by virtue of a-
motion moved by the Premier and endorsed
by the House, I say it is not within the
province of this House today to decide
-otherwise, unless the motion to rescind that
maotion is brought forward by way of a
notice A motion given ,on some previous
day. T1hat is apparently in accord with
the prcedure of this House as you, Mr.
Speaker, know only too well.

What sort of constitution are we going to
develop if a motion laying down a set line
of pro@3dure is moved here one month, and
some dt~y the following month someone can
get up and do something directly in conflict
with that motion without the motion having
been amtended or rescinded previously? Are
we going to allow, and are you, Mr. Speaker,
going to allow Rafferty rules to be developed
here simply because the Government might
'have a majority of nierbers; who would
back it in such an action? I am afraid
your ruling is not only eompletelj wrong,
Sir, but it is an affront to the Standing
Qrders, if I might say so without desiring
to offer the slightest disrespect or offence to
you. I would like you again to Consider
the queation as to whether it is possible,
under the rules and procedure of this
House, :'or a motion previously carried by
the Hotse to be breached, over-ruled and
for som ething to be done in defiance
of it w~iilst that motion is still upon our
record and has not been altered in any
shape or form. In my opinion that is the
absolute crux of the whole question. That
is the central feature of it. We have only
to take an ordinary meeting of a society,
club, or league.

Mr. Graham: The Country and Democratic
League?

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: We know that if a
motion is tabled and carried by a meeting
of any organisation say, tonight, one can-
not during the same meeting, rescind that
motion. Notice of intention to rescind it, or
amend ii., must he given and that notice of

motion cannot be considered until some
future separate meeting has been arranged.
I hope, even at this late stage, that
you, Mr. Speaker, will give further con-
sideration to this matter, because I think
you are making a. fatal mistake in ruling
thiat a motion previously endorsed by the
House, during this session, can be flouted
by the Premier or by anybody else whilst
that motion is still upon our records, still
stands and stiUl binds us absolutely in every
respect.

Mr. Hegney: We are anxious to help you,
Sir,-

Hon. A. H. Panton: And the Govern-
ment.

Mr. Hegney: -as the Speaker because we
hold'the Speakership in the highest regard.
When you were replying in the first i'1-
stance I thought tlsat you were on the -right
track. You started to indicate, indeed you
did indicate, that if it were merely to be
regarded as a formal matter it could be
accepted that it would be private members'
business, but if it were to be regarded as of
a controversial character, likely to create
acrimonious debate, then it would be re-
garded as Government business. That in brief
is the view that I obtained from your pre-
liminary remarks. I- think the very fact
that the Premier sawr fit-under instruc-
tions, of coarse, from the members of his
Government-

Mr. Graham: From Frank Downing.

Mr. Hegney: -to submit this notice of
motion yesterday with the intention of pro-
ceeding with it today, was in itself suffi-
cient reason to guarantee and indicate that
this motion is of a Government nature and
not of a private character. You, Mr.
Speaker, eventually ruled that the matter
was one for determination by this House.
Both the Premier and the Deputy Premier
supported your view inasmuch as they said
that the House was master of its own
destiny and it could determine whether it
was to be private members' business or not.
I have not the slightest shadow of doubt
that the Government decided an the motion
to be submitted by the Premier before
notice was given yesterday. The Govern-
ment had already decided and determined
the issue. It did not leave it until the last
moment, or leave it to the discretion of the
Premier to introduce it.



1[7 Sanxnnss, 1949.] 1803

I have no doubt the Premier received his
instructions and that being the case, there
is no question but that this motion is one
of a Government character. The last thing
in the world that I would suggest is to re-
fleet upon you, Mr. Speaker, but if you
read the motion carefully-which I propose
to do if I am permitted-it will be abso-
lutely clear that this is a matter of Govern-
ment policy. There is no question about its
not being one of a private character. The
Premier is not introducing it as the member
for Murray-Wellington. He is introducing
this motion as the Leader of the Government
and as the Leader of both sections of the
Government-the Liberal and Country
League and the Country and Democratic
League. As yet I am not sure whether
members of the Independent Party will
support the motion. Time will tell. How-
eve;, the Premier gave notice yesterday
that he intends to move the following
motion:-

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is necessary to enable this
House hereby to direct that, in connection
with the subjects indicated hereunder, the
several debates shall be concluded, and the
several questions and consequent procedure
shall be put, without amendment or debate,
as follows:-

Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure,
Consolidated Revenue Fund, 1949-50, at 9
p.m. on Tuesday, the 20th September.

Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure,
State Trading Concerns, 1949-1950, at 9 p.m.
on Thursday, the 22nd September.

Estimates of Expenditure from General
Loan Fund, 1949-1950, at 9 p.m. on Tuesday,
the 27th September; and Appropriation Bill,
1949, through all stages, at 11 p.m. on Tues-
day, the 27th September.

With all due respect to your interpretation
of that motion, Mr. Speaker, I say that no-
one can successfully, argue that it meani
private members' business, or that it can
be regarded as private imnmbers' business.
This motion goes to the root of the rights
of members of Parliament and even to the
rights and privileges of this House. I do
not intend to discuss the pros and cons of
the proposed motion at this stage, but I will
say that as far as I can gather from the
records that I have perused, and from the
questions and information I have sought,
there has never been a motion of this char-
acter inittodueed by any Premier since
Western Australia obtained responsible
Government.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: It has no respon-
sible government any longer.

Mr. Hegney: That is the view that I
take on the motion. Previous speakers
have suggested that you, Mr. Speaker, in
your high and exalted office, should protect
private members. You should ensure that
the rights of private members, and they are
all too few, should not be still further
whittled away. That is what this motion
seeks to do. The Premier tried to be serious
when he suggested that this was not an
attempt to deprive private members of the
right to bring forward their business. Ie
has decided that the axe will fall on cerain
days. He and his Government have decided
that, no matter what business private mem-
cars introduce, or how important they eon-
sider certain items on the Revenue and Ex-
penditure Estimates or on the State Trading
Concerns Estimates to be, Parliament
shall close about the end of September.
That is the line of argument that the Pre-
mier has followed, and yet he tries to in-
sinuate that the rights of private members
will not bie impaired. The proposition ol
the Premier will not bear investigation. If
you still have any doubt, Mr. Speaker, as
to whether this is a private motion or a
Government one, I invite you to turn to the
issue of "The West Australian" dated the
15th June, 1949, and peruse the leading
article. I have no doubt here either that the
Government has taken its instructions from
its mouthpiece "The West Australian" or
the Liberal Party Executive. The article
states-

The Last Session. The things to remember
are-

And I will ask you to pay particular atten-
tion to this paragraph, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause I know you are imbued with the idea
of giving to memb ers the rights which they
should enjoy.

-that this is the pre-election session;

Hon. A. R1. G. Hawke: Is At

Mr. Hegney: The article continues-

that there has been a redistribution of seats;
that the Government has to depend on at
least one Independfent for its majority; that
two of its supporters are contesting seats at
the next Federal election, and that the lov.
erment cans hardly hope to control the House
if it remains in session after those members
are required to resign.



[ASSEMBLY.]

Thke Premier: What has this to do with
the Speaker's rulng? It is well away from
it.

Mr. Hegney:-
Attention to those points will explain most
things that are likely to happen this session.
Apparently I have to-aehed the Premier on
a tender spot because-

The Premier: I know how fond you are
of reading from leading articles.

Mr. Hegney: -what "The West Aus-
tralian" said in its leading article is pretty
near the mark, and that is why this motion
appears on the notiqe paper today; there
is no question of that. I take strong objec-
tion to any Government whittling away the
rights of private members and, although
the Premier may argue to the contrary, he
knew, as well as any other member of the
Government knew, that this would evoke
a great deal of discussion. They knew that
the Opposition would not take this move
lying down, but would protest strongly
against it. Before the, motion is put, I
would like to bear from private members
on the Government side.

HoE. A. A. M. Coverley: You will not.

Mr. Hegney: I would like to hear from
the young, fair-minded members who are
trying to do the right thing and, if they
have not been sandbagged, they will ex-
press themselves as to whether this is a
motion of a private nature or not. I would
be glad to hear from the youthful member
for Greenough and the enthusiastic and in-
telligent member for Middle Swan, and the
youthful member for Wembley Beaehes,-and
others-

Mr. Nimmo: I am not the member for
Wembley Beaches yet.

Mr. Hegney: -as to what their views.
ire on this proposition. If they believe that
the rights of private members will not be
impaired by this motion, then I have no
doubt they will remain silent. But if they
know that the import of the motion is not
only to contract the rights of private mem-
bers but also to shorten the proceedings of
Parliament, not for the welfare of the
country but only to enable the Government
to take cover when two of its supporters
resign, then 'they will voice their opinions.
It is not of ten that I disagree with your
ruling, Mr. Speaker, but I can see that if
this motion is carried we will not have an-
other opportunity of disagreeing.

I will pay the Premier the compliment
that when members were seeking informa-
tion on detailed items he was good enough
and patient enough to answer the questions
put to him. As a result of his patience
and goodwill, members on this side of the
House received much information which
previously they did not possess. The saome
applies to members on the Government side
of the House. If this motion is passed-
and I am linking these remarks with your
statement, Mr. Speaker, that it should be
left for the House to decide-and if your
ruling is upheld, I submit that the time limit
set for discussion on the detailed items of
the Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure,
the State Trading Concerns Estimates and
the General Loan Fund Estimates is so
stringent that members will not have an
opportunity of obtaining from responsible
Ministers the full information they may de-
si re.

For anyone to submit that this is a pri-
vate motion is absurd because, in the final
analysis, it goes right to the foundation
of the rights of private members. Whilst
I remain arprivate member, I will raise my
voice against an attempt by'any Govern-
ment to restrict and minimise the -rights of
private members or to close the session to
suit the ideas of one or two members who
desire to contest a Federal seat, because
the Commonwealth Constitution provides
that it is necessary for them to resign from
the State Parliament a fortnight before
Commonwealth nominations close. I deeply
regret having to disagree with your ruling,
Mr. Speaker, -but I hope members will con-
tinue to disagree with it.

Mr. Needhamn: Having at last been suc-
essful in catching your eye, Mr. Speaker,
I desire to give my opinion on your ruling
with which, on this occasion, I disagree.
Realising the responsibility we have as cus-,
todians of members, rights, you will pardon
me if I say that you have been ill-advised
in giving your ruling as you have done,
because T think this motion necessitates, in
exercising the authority you possess, your
taking time to consider your decision. I
think the Leaders on both sides of the House
-will agree with that opinion. I venture to
say that this is the most important motion
to come before the House since the inception
of responsible government in this State, as
has already been said by the member for
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Pilbara. I have made inquiries and am
told there has not been anything of this
nature attempted in the history of this Par-
liament; that is, an attempt to limit tho
time for debates, which means, if the motion
is carried, a suspension of the Standing
O0rders.

I will not take up the time of the House
in discussing the merits of the question or.
the proposal to restrict the debating 4of ium-

portant matters, or any other matter, to any
extent, because if the Standing Orders are
suspended and the motion in the Premier's
-name is passed, there will be ample time to
deal with the matter. One phase, however,
has not been referred to by previous mew-
bers or, if it has been, it Las not been ampli-
fied. It is tbis: The Premier's motion
readIs-

That so much of the Standing Orders be
Auspended...
But theii are other Orders which will be
suspended if the motion is passed and which
are not included in the motion. I refer to
Sessional Orders. There is nothing in our
Standing Orders which provides for private
3nembers' day, so far as I can see. But
there are Sessional Orders which stipulate
the times at which the House shall meet, the
'hours it shall sit and the days of the week
-on which it shall meet. Those Sessional
,Orders provide that Wednesday shall be
-devoted to private members' business si~ that
it may be brought before the House for dis-
cussion. A portion of each Wednesday is
devoted to notices of motion, but the rest of
the sitting is given up to private members'
business.

Had the Premier included in his motion
the words "and Sessional Orders" then I do
not think any question could be raised as t
its legality, because the House would than
'be in possession of the real intent of the
-motion. I venture to say that, even if! the
-motion is passed, it would not and could
not prevent private members' business from
'being discussed. I,am, not looking at this
'question from a Party standpoint, because
I. have already pointed out that if the motion
'is passe~d and becomes part of our procedure
then we are establishing a most dangerous
'precedent. We shall be giving power to ::ny
leader of the House, no matter to iuhut
Party he belongs, to impose not only his
-will but also the will of his Government on

Parliament, and that is ,entirely and dia-
metrically opposed to the proeedure of Par-
liaments throughout all the years.

I doubt whether the Premier realises the
import of his motion. When at the begin-
ning of parliamentary business this year the

member for North-East Fremantle drew the
Premier's attention to the motion to rescind
tie resolution to suspend Standing Orders
he saw the equity of the request of the
Opposition. The House agreed Co the motion
for reseission and thus private members' day
was restored. The vital point is that there
has been no motion to amend or rescind that
resolution. I have already said that I made
many efforts to catch your eye, Mr. Speaker,
but I regret that I must vote against your
ruling. I also regret that you gave youtr
decision so hastily, as I thih'k if you had
given it consideration for a few zndments
you would have seen the error of your ways
and not given the ruling you did.

I have already said that it will be a
dangerous precedent. After all, Mr.
Speaker, I know you fully realise your re-
*ponsibility, but you must remember that
in days to come, 'when those of us here have
gone on to our reward, this Parliament will
still function and other members will quote
your ruling on this question and hold it up
as an example of what should be done.

Mr. Reynolds: For centuries to come.

Mr. Needham: Your decision will not
affect parliamentary procedure just for to-
day; it will affect it for years to come. Be-
cause of that, I appeal to my friends on the
G3overnment side to record their vote on
this occasion quite apart from any political
or Party consideration. I invite them to
look upon themselves as members of this
House and to regard it as their duty to pro-
tect and preserve the rights of members:
For the reasons I have very briefly men-
tioned, I shall vote against your ruling, Sir,
and I hope the House will disagree with it.
As regards the other portions of the Pre-
mier's motion, setting out certain times and
dates, if that is agreed to I will have an
opportunity later to address myself to it.

Mr. Fox: I intend to support the motion
moved by the member for Fremantle. I
am surprised at the Premier desiring to
bring forward the motion of which he has
given notice. While his private character
remains the same, he is slipping very much

1801,
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politically. His motion, if carried, would
deprive private members of a privilege
which they have enjoyed for very many
years. This remark applies equally to mem-
bers on this and the other side of the House.
As one member pointed out, at a meeting
of an association or an organisation, which
is governed by rules and standing orders,
no motion may be rescinded unless notice
is given of intention to move for its rescis-
sion. Usually seven days' notice must be
given. Such rules are based mainly on the
Standing Orders of Parligment.

I do not know whether you, Sir, have gone
exhaustively through the Standing Orders,
but I point out that this motion is unprece-
dented in the history of this Parliament. It
is only because the Government is on a very
slippery rock, that it finds it expedient to
bring the motion forward. Probably the
Government thought that, if it did not sand-
bag the Opposition, it would be defeated and
would have to go to the country before the
stipulated time. Undoubtedly the present
Ministers are einxious to complete three
years of office.

Mr. Marshall: My word!
Mr. Fox: I think that is the outstanding

reason which impelled the Government to
introduce this motion in an endeavour to
bludgeon its business through Parliament,
and deprive private members of the oppor-
tunity to bring forward anything which they
think it necessary to place before the House.
That is their undoubted rigt-to have the
opportunity to bring anything forward and
let the Houqe decide upon it. It is a sorry
spectacle to see the Premier endeavouring
to take away that privilege. This question
affects every member of the House. I
wonder what private members opposite are
going to do about it. We have heard the
Miembier for Beverley say, from his place
in the House, that private members on that-
side are only ciphers.

Mr. Mann: Why pick me'?

Mr. Fox: Because the hon. member got
up on the penitents' stool and made a con-
fession- lie said that private members sup-
porting the Government had no privileges
at all; that those privileges had been taken
away from them by the Government; that
the Cabinet, the front rank, dominated the
other members of his Party, and that those
other members had no say.

Mr. Mann: You are entirely in the same
boat.

Mr. Fox: We are not: We are bound
only so far as our platform is concerned.
Concerning all other matters we can do,
what we like, and we have done so over the
-years. The hon. member will no doubt re-
call the occasion when Mr. Troy, as Min-
ister for Agriculture, introduced a Bill to
establish a silo on the wharf at Fremantlc.
Members representing the Fremantle dis-
trict opposed that legislation and, with the
help of the Opposition, defeated it. I wish
to drew your attention, Sir, to a Standing
Order. I have already said that perhaps
you did not have time exhaustively to look
through the Standing Orders and that con-
sequently you may not have been in a posi-
tion to give a ruling. I would poidt out
that Standing Order No. 181 reads as fol-
lows- 41

,A resolution', or other vote of the House,
may be read and rescinded; but no such re-
solution or other vote may be readudaed dur-
ing the same Session, except with the concur-
rence of an absolute majority of the whole
House, and after seven days' notice.

Will the Government tell me how it is going
to get around that Standing Order, which
is a very proper one? A motion has been
carried that members shall have Wednesday
as a day on which their business can be
considered.

The Minister for Education: This motion
does not rescind that one.

Mr. Fox: Notice of seven days must be
given before it can be rescinded. The Gov-
ernment is going to take away the privi-
lege of private members. I draw the atten-
tion of Mr. Speaker to that Standing Order
and ask hi. ruling. It is idle for members
to say they are not going to rescind that
motion. This is a roundabout way of doing
it. One might as well say, "I am not going
to knock you down and rob you but I am
going to put my band in your pocket and
take away what you have, so that it will
not hurt." The Government is going to sand-
bag this side of the H~usc and not give
members an opportunity to speak at all. As
,a resolution has been cardied by this House
concerning private members' business, it can-
not he rescinded -unless seven days' notice isr
given of the intention to rescind it, and
unless the motion for rescission is carried
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by a majority of the House-not by a
majority present, but by at least 26 mem-
bers. The House~ consists of 50 members;
and before that resolution can he rescinded,
the motion for rescission must be carried
by at least 26 of them. The Government
knows it is unable to achieve that, because
it cannot muster more than 23 or 24 mem-
bers.

T hope the motion will not be bludgeoned
through in any devious way but that this
House will uphold the privilege that has
been granted to private members. I hope
that memhers will be given an opportunity
every Wednesday, as long as the House sits,
to discuss any question they desire.

Why be in such a hurry to go into re-
cess? There is any amount of time between
now and Christmas. There is no necessity
to shut up shop simply because a couple
-of members are going to resign and make
an endeavour to get into the Commonwealth
Parliament. That could not happen on this
side of the House. If a member of the
Labour Party wanted to contest a selection
ballot for the Federal House he wvould have
to resign at least 12 months before the date
of the election. We would not stand for
anything else. Why do not members on that
side of the House adopt a principle of that
kind so that there could not arise a
situation like this, with memhiers wanting to
get out at a very critical time in the history'
of Parliamient, thus putting us all to so
much inconvenience?

If this Parliament had met at the ordin-
ary time and run its natural course, we
would not have had to endure the long sit-
tings that have taken place. Fancy at this
time of the year having to stop all night
listening to speeches simply because the
Government wants to bludgeon its way
through the business and go into recess as
soon as it possibly can! I hope members
will see that the Premier's motion is not
carried. I would like to hear something
from some of those free and independent
members on the other side who prate about
democracy and say what a democr atic party
they belong to, but wvho are afraid to get
-up and voice their opinions.

The Premier: Who is stopping them?

Mr. Fox: The member for Beverley told
us who is stopping them. He said "We are
all under the thumb of Cabinet. We have
to do what Cabinet decides."

Air. Mann: You are under the thumb
of your Party.

Air. Fox: As Longfellow has said, "Be not
like dumb driven cattle. Be a hero in this
strife." There is a lot of strife at present.
We on this side are fighting for members
opposite as well as forourselves. We want
to uphold the privileges of private members.
I would like the member for Beverley to get
up and show that there is a little democracy
about him. He throws out his chest like a
pouter pidgeon' and says, "I am a demo-
crt." And yet he sits there and allows the
Government to filch away from private
members on this side of the House, and on
his side of the House, one of the very few
privileges we have.

The Premier: What has this to do with
the motion?

Mr. Graham: What does it matter?

Mr. Fox: It has a lot to do with it. I
am hopeful that the Premier will have
enough decency to withdraw the motion,
after hearing the sentiments of members OnL
this aide and some of the sentiments that
are going to he expressed by the member
for Beverley after tea-we have goaded
him into action I-to-

Mr. Mann: You want to put the Govern-
ment out.

Mr. Fox: No, we do not want to do that.
We will leave that to the people of Western
Australia. I know that this is going to be
the swan song of the member for Beverley
in this Parliamet.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.3o p.m.

Mr. Fox: I have not much more to
say. The outstanding fact is that the
Premier intended to have a decision on this
motion on private members' day and thus
take away one of the privileges that private
members have had for many years; and
that without one word of protest from pri-
vate members on the Government side of
the House. The Government is consistent
and rvnning true to form. It started the
session by doing away with the Address-in-
reply, thus making the first inroads into
the privileges of private members. The
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Address-in-reply was established in order
to give private members an opportunity to
discuss matters vital to their eonstitueneies,
and to ventilate grievances or disabilities
affecting their districts. Now we have this
discussion on private members' day which
further restricts the rights of private mem-
bers. The motion is on top of the notice
paper on private members' day. It should
not be there. It should be on top of the
notice paper tomorrow.

The Premier in putting the motion whe~re
it is today has deprived private members,
up to now, at any rate, of a large portion
of the time that they are entitled to. I
would like to have your opinion, Mr.
Speaker, on the Standing Orders I quoted
in toy opening remarks; and I would like to
know whether I have asked your opinion in
the correct place because, as the Deputy
LeAder of the Government has said, -what I
have asked does not concern the motion al.
though it will have some effect on it because,
if the motion that the Premier intends to
move is carried, it may be the means of
restricting the opportunities of private
members for the rest of the session.

The Preibier: No.
Mr. Fox: Yes, because there will be a

considerable amount of debate on every ques-
tion before the Premier will he able to come
in with the big stick and knock members
out. This is something that has never been
done previously in this Parliament. There
are 23 members on this side of the House
and they will he able to cut up the time be-
tween themselves. I know that members
on the other side are well disciplined, and
ihey will not take up any time because they
hope that the session will finish early. I
would like to have your opinion, Mr.
Speaker, on the Standing Orders I have
mentioned and whether I have asked the
question at the appropriate time or whether
it would be in order to ask your ruling at
a later stage-

Mr. Speaker: At a later stage.

Mr. Graham: Without any hesitation, I
support the motion to disagree with your
ruling, Mr. Speaker. The point I raised,
when the Premier first rose to submit his
motion, was taken without any pme-arrange-
ment or consultation with anyone at all. It
suddenly occurred to me that we had, as on
previous occasions, carried a motion at,

the beginning of the session which com-
menced this year, which set forth quite de-
finitely that the Government business should
have precedence on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
The invariable practice has been that unless
there has been' a motion to the contrary,
the Government business does have prior
claim on those days, and private members
have one day in the week when considera-
tion can be given to their motions, Bills,
and so on.

It was interesting to listen to the Premier's
woeful apologia with rcgtrd to this matter.
To some extent, Mr. Speaker, he tuned in
with you. ec suggested that it was impos-
sible as you did earlier, Sir, to anticipate
whether there would be a protracted debate
on his motion. Surely you, Sir, are not in
a position, when a Bill such um the one to
consolidate and amend the law relating to
local governing bodies is introduced, to an-
ticipate that there will be a protracted de-
bate on it. You, Sir, have no knowledge,
whatsoever as to the course events will take.
when a matter is initiated in this House.
Neither you, nor any other member can be
expected to anticipate the course of events,
yet you seriously suggest that a motion suchr
as that standing in the name of the Pre-
mier, because, perhaps, it crossed your mind
that it would go through as a mere formna-
lity and without any discussion, is in order
in being submitted to this Chamber on pri-
vate members' day!

Surely you, Sir, know perfectly well that
the motion is highly controversial. As a
matter of fact, it is an inflammatory motion.
it is a Party-political motion introduced for
Pdrty-political reasons and it will inevitably
have the effect of denying private members
what they believe to be their undoubted
rights, because it is considered that it is
only by a deliberate motion of this Chamber,
stut forth in a form with which we are all
familiar that an alteration can be madec to
any of the few remaining rights that private
members possess. Surely neither you, Sir,
nor the Government expected the Opposition
-we ebu not expect anything of the support-
ers of the Qovernment-passively to submit
to a proposition which is going to curtail
the rights of members and provide some
refuge for the Government, which, I dare
say, is smarting under the criticism it has7
received, and which it has earned.
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Unfortunately as far as the public are
concerned, the Government is well screened
and protected by its official organ which is
tossed over the front fence of most resi-
dences every morning. It is not to be
expected of us that we should accept the
proposition without question, argument or
protracted debate. I suggest that you, Sir,
and the Government, knew full.-well that
when the Premier endeavoured to put this
trick over members of the Opposition it
was certain that it would be in the wee small
hours of the morning, if not breakfast time
or beyond, before this House rose, if it was
the desire of the Premier to conclude the
debate on this motion. We would be less
than human if we accepted the proposition
without fighting to the bitter end for every-
thing we possess, and goodness knows, pri-
vate members possess precious little in the
way of rights at the moment. When I rose
previously on the point of order, I read out
the resolution, moved by the Premier and
agreed to without debate-accepted unani-
mously-which read-

That on Tuesdays and Thursdays Govern-
ment business shall take precedence, of all
motions and orders of the day.

As has been the practice for so long as
there has been a Parliament in Western
Australia, when a resolution such as that is
moved and accepted, Wednesday becomes
established and acknowledged as private
members' day. No motion has been sub-
mitted to rescind that unanimous determina-
tion of this Chamber. Therefore today is
private members' day. Previously, as we
all know, notices of Bills were given by the
Government on Tuesday, but the Govern-
ment did not introduce those Bills on the
Wednesdays. They were reserved for the
Thursday or the following Tuesday, as the
case might he.

fhe Minister for Education: First read-
ings were moved on Wednesdays, and they
could have been debated.

Mr. Graham: Yes, but there is a certain
procedure that I mentioned when I took

the point of order.
*The Minister for Education: Ilmtve heard

of motions for leave 'being debated in this
House.

Mr. Graham: That is exceptional. I
think the Minister would agree that 'we
would have been something less than inno-
cents abroad if we had accepted for one

moment the idea that the motion standing
in the name of the Premier would be treated
as formal. There was, therefore, every pros-
pet that the whole of the time that should
have been devoted to private members' busi-
nesp-there is an exceptionally long list of
it still on the notice paper-would be taken
up with the motion. I do not think the
unanimous decision of the House, arrived at
at the instigation of the Premier, can be
anything but entirely meaningless if the
Government can obtrude its business on this
occasion on private members' day, or any
other Wednesday. If it can do that it cant
deal with any number of propositions on
Private members' day. It will, be interest-
ing to bear the member for Geraldton and
the member for Beverley on this question,
if they have not been gagged by the Gov-
ernment and told they must not speak. In
recent days they have expressed concern for

.the rights of private members, and the mem-
ber for Beverley referred to dictatorship by-
Cabinet.

Here we have the proposition that the
one day set aside for the prior considera-
tion of private members' business should be
taken up with Government business, be-
cause the Government wishes to introduce a
gagging motion and submit it to the House
today, instead of being prepared to wait
until tomorrow or some later occasion. I
can assure the Premier that it will be some
time tomorrow, at the earliest, before a de-
termination will be made on his motion:
-that is, if we get that far.

The Premier: That is how you show your
concern for the "llansard" staff, for whom
you were so solicitous last uight.

Mr.: Graham: On not one but on numerous
occasions I have moved at reasonable hours
that the House should adjourn. It has been
the Premier and his supporters who have
been responsible for keeping "Hansard"
and other members of the parliamentary
staff out of their beds.

Ron. A. R. G. Hawke: That is proven by-
the Votes and Proceedings.

The Premier: They do not prove any-
thing.

Mr. Graham: The names recorded in divi-
sion. lists will establish what I have said as
facts.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: We will read the
division lists later.

0
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Mr. Graham: If your ruling, Sir, is ac-
cepted by this House, then at any time the
rights of private members can be taken from
them by a Government without Scruple.
There is no need to do this sort of thing.
The Premier's motion could have waited at
least another 24 hours or he could have
gained his inspiration a little earlier, and
could have submitted his motion last night.
There is no urgency with regard to it, be-
cause Parliament usually sits for a period
of five months and so far we have been
sitting for approximately half of that.
period. Therefore there is ample time ahead
-of us.

The Minister for Railways: Your arithme-
tic is a bit wrong.

Mr. Graham: If the Minister for Rail-
ways would do a bit of calculating for him-
self he would find I am not far out, because
we have been sitting for half of June, the
whole of July and August and a week into
September That is 21/ months. Surely we
will not fall out over an insignificant factor
,of a few days. Your ruling, Sir, was based
exclusively on the fact that you could not
-anticip~te how long a debate on the motion
was likely to take. I am endeavouring to
establish that the Government knew-and
that surely you, Sir, knew-that there would
be a protracted debate on that motion. In
your ruling, Mr. Speaker, you are, in fact,
deciding whether private members are to
have any rights or not. If your ruling sue-
ceeds, then, without any motion, the Govern-
ment can place its own business on the notice
paper on Wednesdays ahead of that of pri-
vate members and then the whole of the
rights of private members to initiate motions
and Bills will have been erased. Goodness
knows, it is difficult enough now, not only
because of all the restrictions and limitations
placed upon private members but also be-
,cause of the very circumstances that Operate.

There has been an exceedingly limited
number of Bills introduced by the Govern-
ment, and very few of them have been of
much importance. Yet, notwithstanding
that fact, I gave notice of a Bill on the 28th
June, and it took until the 30th August to
get it through this Chamber. It has now
gone to the Legislative Council where it is
at the bottom of the notice paper, and that
Chamber has decided to adjourn until the
'20th September. Theref ore, notwithstand-
ing that a private member introduced a Bill

within a fortnight of the opening of this
second period of the second session, it will
be the final week of Parliament before that
Bill of mine is considered by the Legislative
Council.

Hon. A. H. Pan ton: You are lucky to get
it considered at all under thi scheme.

Mr. Graham: If we allow this trick, which
the Government seeks to perpetrate, to pass
without protest-al though I trust this will
be a successful protest by a vote against
your ruling, Sir-then it will be seen that
there wil be practically no opportunity for
a member, no matter how small or innocuous
his Bill, to have it considered by Parliament,

What a ridiculous state of affairs I A
member introduces a Bill within a fortnight
of this House re-opening, and it only just
makes the grade by being considered in the
final week of Parliament. Of course, we
know from experience that in the last week
Or SO there is such a rush of Bills that scant
consideration is given to them, and usually
the easiest way out is for the Bills to be
defeated. Yet that state of affairs has been
brought about without any interference on
the part of the Government. If we allow
the Government to get away with this pro-
position, then private members might just
as well record their votes by post and never
put in appearances in this Chamber.

I know, as do you, Sir, that the Govern-
ment is able to muqter a majority. Therefore,
irrespective of what injustice the Govern-
ment seeks to perpetrate against private
members, there is nothing, as members of
Parliament, that we can do about it. The
only protection we have is that given by
you, Sir, in Your capacity as Speaker. If,
as appears evident on this occasion, you are
not prepared to accord us that consideration
and protection, then we must support the
motion to disagree with your ruling. For
the edification of private members who sup-
port this Government-and presumably will#
support it when this motion to disagree with
your ruling is Submitted to the House--I
want to say that if it is possible for me to
exert any successful influence when the
Labour Party occupies the Treasury Bench
again, then private Liberal and Country
Party members are going to have a taste of
their own medicine.

.Mr. Nal er: You arc going the wrong way
about it now.

p
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Mr. Graham: I wiitou flieato UP my
young and inexperienced friend-

The Minister for Railways: Listen to the
veteran talking!

Mr. Graham: -that I have been in this
Chamber for more than twice as long as he
has.

Ron. A. HI. Painton: He is an innocent
young fellow.

Mr. Graham: I have seen examples of
Governments of both political complexions,
and I think even the uninitiated member for
Wagin realises that when members of the
Labour Party grit their teeth, they really
mean business. If it is a laughing matter
for the Government to usurp the time which
is set aside, anti has been throughout the
years, to give prior consideration to private
,nembe'e business, then ten thiose who
sit on your right1 Sir, move to this side of
the Chamber, as inevitably they will, they
can expect, with interest, a sample of their
own medicine. Any criticism or objections
on their part, I should say, would fall -upon
deaf car, because they will have earned
such treatment.

I well -remember the Minister for Educa-
tion, when he was Leader of the Opposition,
protesting ont behalf of private members,
and we have had similar expressions from
quite a&.number of the present Governftient
support~rs. They are asking for retaliatory
action. I noticed, Sir, that when I first
raised the question of whether the motion
was in order, in view of the unanimous
decision of this House-that Ouverrnent
business was to take precedence on Tuesdays
and Thursdays-you -were most half-hearted
and unenthusiastic in giving your ruling.
The Government, this evening, without any
authority or amendment to that unanimous de-
cision, is seeking to deprive private members
of one of their last remaining rights-after
this we 'will not have any at all. If I may
he forgiven for so saying, no Standing Order
or decision was included in your remarks,
nor did you refer to the motion which bad
been unanimously arced to by this Cham-
ber and which laid down what the procedure
would be. I am sure, Sir, that you were in
that mood because you felt that the point
I took was vital. You concluded your re-
marks with the statement that -you -would
leave it to members to decide. Therefore

\am anirp-risedt particularly in view of

later remarks made by the member for Nor-
tham, that you adhered to your original sug-
gesti an. At that stage it could hardly be
included in the category of a ruling.

Perhaps it is somewhat natural for the,
Speaker to be as accommodating as possible.

to the Governmnent, for he is a member of'
one of the Partes -which comprise the Gov-
ernment. What I am primarly concerned.
about is not so much the action of
depriving private members of one of
their days but because it will mea=
a 'lapse of a fortnight in private mem-
bers' business. I would remind you,.
Sir, there will soon be a Royal Show holi-
day, and that means private members' busi-
ness will again be abandoned because of
that holiday. I2 am concerned because it
your ruling is accepted tonight then instead
of 'orivate members being inconvenienced
by 2'aving their rights filched on only one
night a precedent will he established by
which the Government will be able to ride
roughshod over members on every Wednes-
day. ,Surely that is not a desirable state
of affairs not only -from the viewpoint of
members on this side of the House but from
the other side as well.

There have been complaints and criti-
cisms that to an extremely great extent
the part played by members is that of
social welfare agents for thejr constituents.
There are limitations as to what private
members may introduce. Without the ad-
vice of departmental officers it is something
in the nature of a contract for a private
member to undertake the introduction of
a lengthy and important Bill and therefore,
as a general rule, legislative matters origi-
nating from private members are few in
number. We are to have taken from us
that one day set aside for us and, based
on tonight's decision, we are to he denied
entirely all our slenderr remaining rights.
If this ruling of yours, Mr. Speaker, is
upheld I do not know whether it is the
intention of the Premier to push forward
with his motion to arrive at a decision.

The main question is the principle under-
lying it. I am at a loss to understand how
you could giveyu ruling permitting a
departure from a unanimous decision in
this House wade less than three months ego.
I hope I have expressed myself clearly.
Finally, it raises in my mind this proposi-
tion,. That if resolutions setting out formwr
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and procedure are to be over-ridden by wil-
f ul action of the Government, aided and
abetted by an accommodating Speaker-

Mr. Speaker: Order! That remark is a
reflection on the Chair and. I ask the hon,
mnember to withdraw it-

.Mr. Graham: If it be interpreted in such
a fashion then I unhesitatingly withdraw
'it, and let me say I do not require any
prompting by the member for Geraldton
because it is not for him to think whether
I should withdraw-

*Hon. E. H. H. Hall: You would withdraw
a lot more if I had my way with you-

Mr. Reynolds: Now we have an argument.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman interjected.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: You keep quiet;
let the member for East Perth play his own
part.

Mr. Graham:- After that amusing inter-
lude, which I am afraid I am even now
interrupting, let me proceed to say how
nnuaual it is for the member for Geraldton
to be out of his bed and in his seat at 8
o'clock at night.

Hion. E. H. 11. Hall: It would take a
better man than you to keep me away from
it.

Mr. Speaker: Order!
Mr. Graham: It does not take a man of

any sort to get the member for Geraldton.
to go to bed because he finds his own way
there.

Hfon. R IT. H.L Hall: It takes a man,
not a thing like you!

Mr. Speaker: Order!

Hon. A. H. Panton: The member for
Oeraldtou should withdraw that,

Hon. J1. B. Sleeman: Mr. Speaker should
take some action against the member for
Geraldton.

Mr. Graham: A statement such as that
is not insulting to me-

lion. E. H.L H. Hall: Get on with the
joh.

Mr. Graham: -because I know the mem-
ber for Geraldton is utterly irresponsible:

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: On a point of order,
Mr. Speaker!I If you are not going to keep
the member for Geraldton quiet we will
all be in it and it will he a public brawl.

Mir. Speaker: Order! The hon. member
for East Perth will continue.

Mr. Graham: If that is the mood the
member for Geraldton is in now the debate
wvill be extremely exciting about 8 o'elbck
tomorrow morning. Until we had that happy
little interlude, Mr. Speaker, I was con-
cluding my remarks. I want to appeal to
you that- surely 'now, if not at the time,
you realise the irrevocable harm that will he
done if the ruling you gave several hours
ago is upheld'? I think you would he com-
plimen ted -for being big enough in outlook,
once having the true position pointed out
to you-I hope quite dispassionately-to
reverse your decision.. Because, as a pre-
vious speaker has pointed qut, if your ruling
is upheld it will be used as a precedent as
long Is there is a Parliament of Western
Australia. I have had long and earnest dis-
cussions with imbers on both sides of the
House-

Mr. Max: With the member for Gerald-
ton ?

Mr. Graham; -yes, including the member
for Geraldton-expressing concern as to the
part played by private members and the
many handicaps and restrictions that are
imposed upon them. It is to you, Sir, be-
cause we are against a brutal majority-
against which private members are power-
less--that we look to retain the last remain-
ing vestiges of the rights which every pri-
vate member, without exception, always be-
lieved ho enjoyed unless there he a specific
motion to interfere with those rights which
is customarily passed. without debate' at the
commencement of a parliamentary session.
So, Sir, your decision will have an effect,
so far as the votes and proceedings of this
House are concerned and as long as all of
us are members, at any rate, of permitting
members to suffer a restriction and handi-
cap which will be im posed if it is upheld

,tonight.

Air. Hill: I support your ruling, Mr.
Speaker, and I consider the members op-
posite, as usual, are showing a great deal
of inconsistency. I draw the attention of
members to the fact that on Thursday, the
11th of August, a motion by the member for
Middle Swan was discussed although it was
a day set aside fo& the consideration of Gov-
ernment business.
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Mr, Graham: The Government did that
itself,

Air. Hill: And no-one objected to it.

Mr. Graham:' Because it was the Govern-
ment's business.

Mr. Hill: If the Government is prepared
to introduce private members' business on
a Thursday, members should be prepared to
give and take. The member for East Perth
on that occasion spoke on the motion for
49 minutes. I support your ruling, Mr.
Speaker.

R~on. A. H. Panton:- I have sat and en-
joyed the debate right through until the
member for Albany rose, but his remarks
were more than a good-natured chap like
myself could stand. I point out that there
is no analogy in that tojv hich he drew at-
tention. The member for Middle Swan, so
far as I know, is a private member of this
House. If the Government, in its wisdom
and good nature, was prepared to giy e him,
for some unknown reason, preference in
ordeP to deal with something before Gov-
ernment business was proceeded with, no
member on the Opposition side of the House
would complain. If the member for Albany
were to submit a motion deploring some-
thing in connection with the fishing indus-
try at Hopetoun or Albany, and it was ye-
g~rdcd as sufficiently urgent by the Premier
to allow him to place the matter before
the House, no Opposition member would
take exception to that course. I know the
bon. memkber is accustomed to dealing with
big salmon and whales, but on this occa-
sion he drew a poor old red herring across
the floor of the Chamber.

Hon. A. II. G. Hawke: And a very dead
o)ne.

Mr- Bovell: But ha got a bite!

Hon. A. H. Panton: Yes, but I do not
think he will get any bite from the
member for Bilsselton. As the debate has
proceeded, I have become somewhat per-
turbed regarding the future deliberations
in this House. At various times during
the many years I have been & member
of Parliament, young members have asked
mne whether they coitld say this or that.
My answer has invariably been, "You can
say what you like until -the Speaker or the
Chairman of Committees, as the ease may
be, chooses to stop you." That is merely
good sense. We all know that some Speakbhs

will pull members up quickly and some
Chairmen of Committees will stop them
even more quickly. .You, Mr. Speaker, I
suggest with respect, have been very toler-
ant. I know that the member for Green-
ough agrees with that.

Until the member for Albany rose to
speak, the only membex on the Government
side of the House to discuss this matter
was the Deputy Premier. The theme of his
argument was that the House is master of
its own diestiny. To a very large extent I
agree with that contention, but I would
point out to the Minister that we have a
book containing our Standing Orders and
certainly the Interpretation Act is included
between the covers of that publication, and
that Act has been availed of during the
discussion. Some time ago I moved a motion,
being of the belief that the Standing Orders
were being overridden to suit the purposes
of the Government, to the effect that the
Standing Orders Committee be asked to go
through the rules that govern our delibera-
tions to ascertain whether it was worthwhile
carrying on with them, That motion has
not been proceeded with any further. It is
towards the bottom of the Notice Paper now,
and I do not know that it will be placed
any higher up.

Mr. Hoar: Not tonight.

lion. A. H. Panton: If the argument ad-
vanced by the Deputy Premier is to be
accepted for the future guidance of this
House, I say quite candidly that the possi-
bilities available to His Majesty's Opposi-
tion will be very restricted indeed, because
the minority in this Chamber will not get
anywhere. If this House-I will not say
Parliament, which consists of two Houses,
one of which, we do not take much notice
of-is to proceed with its deliberations a~s
it has all down the years-I certainly hope
it will continue to do so-we must recog-
nise that it consists of 50 members elected by
their' individual constituencies, and it is for
the electors themselves to decide who will
have the majority enabling one Party or an-
other to occupy the Treasury bench. No-
one in his wildest dreams would ever imagine
that the minority, who would Comprise the
Opposition for the time being, would be
stilled in any way at all. If Parliament is
to be master of its own destiny, then it is
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time, irrespective of what the Standing
Orders may say, that we appreciated the
fadt that it spells the end of Parliament.

Mr. May: And the end of democracy.
Hon. A. H. Panton: I think that ended

long ago, so far as the present Govern-
went is concerned.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawks:. You are right.
Ron. A. H. Panton: Without desiring to

east any reflection at all upon you, Mr.
Speaker, I suggest if what I have outlined
is to he the future of Parliament, then the
exalted position you bold w ill lapse into
what will be merely the glorified chairman-
sbip of a debating society. There can be
no doubt about that. My opinion regarding
tbe Speakership -and the work of Mr.
Speaker, is that the main duty involved in
his task is to interpret the Standing Orders
and to protect the rights of members. I
bare no complaint whatever respecting what
you have done this evening, Mr. Speaker,
but I am fearful, irrespective of the inter-
pretation that you have placed on the situa-
tion, that the Parties that form the Govern-
ment's majority of supporters in this House
will in future, despite what the Standing
Orders set out, use their majority, brutal or
otherwise, to carry out their desires. That
may not affect me a great deal.

I do not suppose I will continue as a
member of Parliament for more than 10
years, for by that time I will be 82; and
possibly that is as long as I eon reasonably
expect to continue in this Chamber. If I
am as alert at that age as is the member for
Nedlands now, I shall he very happy and
content to pass over. I am not Irish enough
to suggest that posterity should do some-
thing for us, hut I do believe we should
do something for posterity. In my opinion,
the Standing Orders should be followed,
and no Government should be given the
-right to bring down a motion such as that
which appears on the notice paper for to-
day- I know that at the moment I cannot
discuss the motion but I shall certainly
have something to say about it later on. It
is obvious that, irrespective of what the
ruling from the Chair may or may not be,
the majority of the Government supporters
will carry out the decision indicated, which
is to do something that has never before
been done in the Parliament of Western
Australia. I very much regret that'it has
been proposed now.

The Premier: So do 1.
Eon. A. H. Panton: The Premier has it

in his own bands,
Mr. May: Why did he do it?
Hon. A. H. Panton: The Premier cannot

get away with it in that way. The matter
is completely in his own hands. If he
realises .that it was a foolish move, let him
he superman enough to admit he has made
a mistake and withdraw the motion. I
simply rose in consequence of the statements
made by the member for Albany and I
would again point out to him that what was
granted to the member for Middle Swan
was a concession, not a right. There is
nothing wrong whatever about the Opposi-
tion agreeing with the course adopted on
that occasion. As a matter of fact, we
were not asked to agree or otherwise, but
we did appreciate the fact that the Govern-
ment was at least prepared to extend that
courtesy to a member sitting on its side of
the House in allowing him to move a motion
respecting which there was considerable
urgency. If the motion had not been' pro-
ceaded. with, it might have gone to the bot-.
torn of the notice paper and would he there
still.

Mr. May: Just as much good would have
been done if it were there now.

Hon. A, H. Panton: That might be so. If
he had had as big a majority that night as
the Premier has konight, the motion would
have been at the bottom of the notice paper,
but he did not know that. I regret that, in
my opinion, this is going to be the end of
minority Opposition members having an
opportunity to express their views. After
all, -you, Sir, sat in Opposition for a long
time and voiced your opinions ably. Hadl
you then been stilled, as is the proposal
now, I am afraid you would have adopted a
very different attitude from your quiet dig-
nified attitude tonight. I regret that we
have had to disagree with your ruling.
I deeply regret the occasion that has
caused us to do so, hut I hope that be-
fore we have breakfast in the morning the
Premier will have seen the error of his ways
and will not move the motion of which he
has given notice.

The Minister for Housing: I do not think
the member for Leederville has any cause
for concern for the future.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You are telling me!
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.The Minister for Housing: He eaked
about the rights of private members and
that has been the theme of the debate so
far, In fact, private members, on this par-
ticular item only, have had so much latitude
-and rightly so within limits-that they
have ventilated their rights for two and at
half hours. How much longer they will he
ventilated can perhaps be best guessed by
the Deputy Leader of Opposition. Having
been in this House not as long as the mem-
ber for Leedervile-I think by a rapid
process of calculation 16 years-I do not
recollect any session in which the rights of
private members on the Opposition side
were so fully expressed and expressed at so
much length, and in which they made such
full use of the opportunities allowed in par-
liamentary debate as has occurred in this
session, I

I should say that on a very simple arith-
metical calculation, based on the 16 years
in which I have been in this House, private
inembers on the Opposition side have this
session had more parliamentary time, mome
apace in "Hansard," than at any time in
those 1.6 years, or I should say in the whole
period of responsible QGovernment in this
State in -any one session.

Mr. Rodoreda: Give us some figures to
prove it.

The Minister for Housing: If I may as-
sume the mantle of a senior, although junior
to the member for Leederville--

Hon. A. H. Panton: Only in year;, of
course.

The Minister for Housing: -1 confess to
feeling rather blase at hearing so much about
the rights of private members. I entered
Parliamcnt on the auspicious day on which
there also entered the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition, the member for Northamn,
and the member for North-East Fremnantle-

Hon. A. IT. Panton: What a disaster!

The Minister for Housing: -and other
members who apart from myself -reached
high distinction in the public life of the
State.

Hon. A. A. IL Cov~kley: What has that
to do with the Speaker's ruling?

The Minister for Housing: The member
for Northam and the member for North-
East Fremantle took their seats on the second

bench where the member for Wagin is sitting
at the present time. I looked across from
my humble seat in the Opposition and saw
the indications of greatness written on their
brows.

Mr. Rodoreda: Glet to the point.

The Minister for Housing: I knew with
confidence that they had put their feet on
the first rung of the ladder and that nothing
would stop them, with their ability and their
industry, from reaching the highest rank
in the State. And they did. In less than
no time the Leader of the Opposition entered
the Glovernment as a Minister. He was
followed closely by the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, the member for Northam, and
in du,- course by the member for North-
East Fremantle into the distinguished, close
iInner circle of ministerial rank.

Hon. J. B. Sleemian: And then the mem-
ber for West Perth!I

The Minister for Housing: They sat on
the Government side, each forming one of a
brutal majority, and later in the Ministry
wielding that brutal majority. They oc-
cupied those positions for 14 years, and for
those 14 years I sat on the Opposition
benches. I was the private member and,
Mr. Speaker, 1 want to say that from the
point of view of a private member I yield
to nobody in my feeling that the rights of
privaze members should receive the fullest
possible protection. I was so long a private
member, Mr. Speaker, that it is difficult for
me to realise that for the time being I have
become a Minister. From the point of view
of a private member, when I hear the
speeches of the Deputy Leader of the Op-
position and the mernbqr for North-East
Frenmantle, I say with great respect that
compared to myself and my views of the
rights of private members--

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. A. H. Panton: The Liberal Party
can go to pieces now!

Mr. Speaker: Order!

The Minister for Housing: -I say with
great respect, Mr. Speaker, that althouigh
with some two and a half years' seniority
as private members, the member for
-Northarn and the member for North-East
Fremantle are just 'in their rompers.



[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: You are a bit astray
in your calculation in my case. I did not
hold ministerial office much longer than you
have. I have been just as long a private
member.

Mr. Speaker: Order!

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: You slipped a little
there.

The Minister for Housing; Although the
member for North-East Fremantle did not
reach ministerial rank with the same speed
as some of his colleagues, I do not attribute
that to any lack of desert on his part, but
he did reach ministerial rank well before I
did while I sat in the cold shades of
Opposition and spoke on behalf of private
members. I have listened to this debate, as
far as private members are concerned, -with
a strange feeling of unreality.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: What about dealing
with the merits of the question?

The Minister for Housing: I am doing
so. The suggestion is that the Government
has apparently brought down a motion to
abolish a resolution of the House regarding
what is called private members' day.

Hon. A. H. Panton: No.
The inister for Housing: In other words

the suggestion is that the Government should
have brought forward a motion which would
abolish what is called private me-mbers' day.

Mr. flegney: Why the need of notice of
motion at all?

The Minister for Housing! The Govern-
ment has not brought in any such motion
because it does not intend or wish to inter-
fere in the slightest degree with private
members' clay. The motion, which has not
yet been reached, refers to the procedure of
the House and the order of busines.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Would you say why
this debate was introduced today instead of
tomorrow?

The Minister for Housing: I would say
this, with all respect, that after the time
which was taken last week public interest
demanded that some measure should be
taken-

Mr. Reynolds: That is a good one!

The Minister for Housing: -to put a
period to the time within which the business
of the State should be transacted.

Han. A. It, G. Hawke: The -Minister for
Housing is more unconvincing than the mnem-
ber for Albany.

The Minister for Housing: The accusation
or suggestion is that we should have brought
down a motion to abrogate private members'
day and have not done so. We do not
intend to do so.

Mr. Wegney: The accusation is that you
want to close Parliament before those two
men have to resign.

The Minister for Housing: There is no
need-

Hon. A. A. M1. Coverley: Do not cloud
the issue!

The Minister for Housing: -to interfere
with private members' day, and-that is where
the air of -unreality has been so evident in
this debate. A motion has been tabled re-
lating to the order of business of the House
and I venture to say that all that can be said
that would be relevant and useful on that
motion could be said within the space of
an hour. - If motions of a comparable
character are looked back to in "Hfansard,"l
covering the time I sat in Opposition, it
will he found, I think, that all that could
be usefully said was said within the space
of an hour.

Ron. J. T. Tonkin: You would not find
a resolution of a comparable character.

The Minister for Housing: A motion deal-
ing with procedure, with the order of busi-
ness of the House, would be a motion of
a comparable character.

-H1on. J. T. Tonkin: There is no prior
motion of a comparable charaeter.

The Minister for Housing: Not in the
same terms.

Hon. J. C. Tonkin- Not in anything like
the same terms.

The Minister for Housing: Even so, the
motion is one as to which I suggest, with
conviction, that all that need be said could
be said within the space of an hour; and
the preservation of private members' day
rests in the hands of those who speak on
this subject. I have refrained from speaking
so far because I did not want to trespass
on the time normally given to private mem-
bers' business. It lies in the hands of pri-
vate members on this occasion not to tres-
pass on or use up the time of private mem-
bers' day; and it lies equally in their hands,
if they desire, to preserve as much as they
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need of private members' day by restricting
what they say on this motion to a compass
consistent -with what should be said or could
he said.

Mr. Roar: That is holding a gun if you
like 1

The Minister for Housing: It would, I
suggest, be a startling proposition if any
Government had no power to deal with a
procedural motion on any particular day.
It would be a proposition, I think, that no
Government, including any led by the mem-
bers of the Opposition, would be prepared
to entertain, that on Wednesday there should
be no opportunity for that Government to
move a motion it felt to be appropriate
dealing with the order of business or the
time of business of the House.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Could you give one
reason why this motion could not be moved
tomorrow with the same result to the Gov-
ermnentl

The Minister for Housing: Why should
it?

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Because this is private
members' day.

The Minister for Housing: The notice is
given in the ordinary way and the motion.
comes on in its proper time.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: It is obvious you have
not an answer.

The Minister for Housing: Allow me to
say a word or two more.

Hon. A. R G. Hawke: You. have not said
anything yet.

The Minister for Housing: I am used to
the sallies of the Deputy Leader of the Op-
position. I know quite well, from past
experience, that when I say what I am about
to say, he will declare that it is a legal
quibble; because whenever a shaft strikes
home, the hon. member distinguishes it as
a legal quibble.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: That is always a
safe bet.

The Minister for Housing: I say that in
advance, from past experience.

Hon. A. R?. G. Hawke: So do 1.
The Minister for Housing: The member

for South Fremantle suggested that a prior
motion regarding what is called private
members' day should be rescinded, but the
Government does not -want to rescind it.
The Government wants to preserve it.

Mr. Hoar: That is not a quibble; it is
squibl1

The Minister for Housing: When -we lool
at this resolution regarding private inem
berm' day we find that it says, if I remembei
rightly, that on Tuesdays and Thursday.
Government business shall take precedent,
of all motions and Orders of the' Day. Thern
is no resolution that on Wednesdays pri
vate members' business shall take precedenes
of all motions and Orders of the Day. Thn
is what I confidently expect to be callec
a quibble.

Hon. A. H. G. Hawke: It is not ever
worthy of that description,

The Minister for Housing: But I veutur,
to say that the long experience of Parlia
meat has ordained the wording- of tha
motion; and the interesting part about th
discussion which is taking place tonight
that no Standing Order has been appeale(
to which would show that the procedure
in any way liable to be challenged. Then
is no question, as I see it, of going back oi
Standing Orders, as the member for Leeder
viflla fears.

Hdn. A. H. Pantona: We are going bae]
every day.

The Minister for Housing: So tar as
can see, no violation of Standing Orders i
in-volved, and there is no need to say, il
accordance with the usual Parliamentar:
procedure, that any Government-which i
after all responsible to the people for th
conduct of Governmental business--shall hi
debarred on any day on -which the Hous
is sitting from bringing down a motion
considers to be of importance to facilitat
-,he transaction of the country's business.

Ron. J. B. Slceman: Lawyers usuall:
look for a precedent. Haire you one here 7

The Minister for Housing: We do no
need a precedent.

Ron. J. T. Tonk in: You are going t-
create one.

The Minister for Housing: It is the al
tackers, the critics of this procedure, wh
are without a precedent. It'might well lea
to unpredictable consequences; it wouli
be--and here I join with the member fo
Leederville-a precedent that wrould be a
possibly very difficult application in th
future if we were to decide that on a Wed
nesday, which normally would be called pri
vate members' day, even on a matter of pro
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cedure of the House, or order of business,
or the time for business, the Odverriment
should have its hands tied as to its power
to present to members for their acceptance
Or otherwise, any proposal for the conduct
of business.

Mr. Hegney: It is frightened of getting
its throat cut.

The Minister for Housing: I do not think
that proposition could obtain in any Par-
liament arid I see no reason why it should
obtain here, or to apprehend that by the
acceptance of this motion for discussion,
any danger need he apprehended to the
opportunities of private members, if pri-
vate members themselves are prepared t6
use their own efforts to preserve the time
-which they would have allotted to them
under the ordinary procedure of the House.

Mr. Triat : I rise to disagree with your
ruling, Mr. Speaker. It is the first time I
have done so. I have always held that you,
as Speaker, have been easy with members
and given them plenty of liberties. In my
opinion your rulings -have always been full
of substance; but on this occasion I must
disagree with you. I will not keep the
House Tong in giving my reasons for so do-
ing. I listened carefully to the last speaker
*who, in my opinion, is an able and learned
gentleman. He put up an argument in de-
fence of the Government's attitude, but I
found no cause to change my opinion after
hearing his explanation. He said the Glov-
erment had -no desire to stop private mem-
bers operating on private members' day.
Well, today is private members' day, end
the whole of it will be taken up on this
matter, so that there will be one full day
that will be lost. I know the motion wilt
definitely he carried. It is the intention of
the Government to forte the legislation
through, despite the arguments of members,
no matter how sound in principle they might
be. We have the spectacle of the member
for Canning being brought into this House,
especially from Mortham, not to enter into
debate, but so that there will he one more
vote to carry this brutal motion.

Mr. Ackland:- Why did you not give him
a pair?

Mr. Triat: Has he ever asked for a pair?

Hon. A. H. Penton: Who asked for a
pair for him?

Mr. Triat: If, as a soldier, he asked for a
pair so that he could defend his country, he
would be given it.

Mr. Grayden: He asked the Leader of the
Opposition for a pair.

Mr. Triat: The Whip is the man to ask
for a pair. I sincerely hope that the memi-
ber for Canning, who has three pips up,
will have the courage to stand up and say
whether he believes this to be right or
wrong. If he is at all independent, he
should not allow Cabinet to put the whip on
him. The hon. member's opinion is his
own. Some great statesman, a Frenchman,
I think, once said, "I do not like your ideas
but I will give my life to defend your right
to express them." Why does not the hon.
member get up and give his opinion? When
the measure dealing with the redistribution
of seats was before the House, 1 stood here
in the early hours one morning and spoke
to new members and asked them to voice
their opinions. We could not get them to
stand up. The Government carried its
bruta[ question with a majority amongst
whom were sick men, brought in for the
occasion.

I resent the Premier's motion tonight.
One reason is that I have private business
on the notice paper-it is Item No. 10. In
my opinion, it is important to Western Aus-
tralia. I do not think it will he discussed
by this Parliament, be cause when the motion
is passed, Parliament will finish in Septem-
ber of this year after sitting for a very
short period. It will not have sat for six
months, as it usually does, but for a period
of about three months. The notice paper
will be cleaned up and my motion will not
have been dealt with. Something More im-
portant than that is the question of the cost
of electricity to consumers in the City of
Perth. The Minister will not have an
opportunity of replying to that point. Con-
sumers have suffered a 100 per cent, in-
crease in charges since the Government took
over the distribution of electricity supplies.
It is not right that the Minister should not
reply to what has been put forward.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The Minister for
Works spoke on it last night.

Mr. Triat: He did not. He stated that
if we said any more about the general man-
ager, he would tell us a lot. But he did
not tell us anything, I heard the Premier
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and his officers described as Hitters and
Mussolinis. I do not think they are.

The Premier: Hear, hear!

Mr. May:- You do not think that is a
reflection on them!7

Mr. Triat: No, but I think that one day
some member with wisdom on this side of
the House will rise and say that the Premier
is Rafferty. If ever the day arrives when
Rafferty rules apply here, it will be regret-
table. We have always prided ourselves
that this House has conducted its affairs in
a clean and honourable manner, and we have
looked with scorn on the Parliaments in the
Eastern States, and their had practices.
They apply the gag to members. This Gov-
ernment can do it tonight, if it desires, as
it has the power. But the gag has never
been introduced in Western Australia with
the intention of being carried out. I be-
lieve it has been experienced here-once in
the time of a Labour Government and once
in the time of a Liberal Government-but
it has never been customary. I hope the
gag will never be applied in this House.
Members are controlled by the Chairman
and the Speaker so that the business of the
House is presided over in a correct manner.
Anyone who attends an ordinary meeting
of a union or a debating society has rules,
to guide him. If he infringes them, he is
sat down.

The Minister for Housing suggested that
members on this side have wasted the time
of the House. That is a reflection on the
man who conducts the business of the
Chamber, whether he be the Speaker or the
Chairman, because, if it is so, he knowingly
allows members to proceed when they are
out of order. The Minister for Housing
said that this debate had, up to the present
time, occupied 2Y2 hours. He said there
was no occasion for private members to
waste the time of the House. We know
that if the motion goes through we will
have no further opportunity to discuss a
great amount of business. We are in some-
what the same position as a man who stands
in the prisoner's dock. The longer he can
extend the time he is there, the longer he
can breath Nature's free air. The longer
we are here, the longer we are saved from
execution-the guillotine they call it in the
Eastern States. If the guillotine operates
much more here, the floor of this House will
require a lot of swabbing.

The Minister for Housing went into some
mathematical calculations. The Cousin Jack
is. a good calculator because he says that
three times nothing is one. I think that is
about as weighty as the Minister's calcula-
tions. I appeal to the Minister, because of
the decency he has always shown, not to
arouse hostility in members. We are not
hostile, We have our arguments in the
House and use the rules that are provided,
and we feel we are doing no wrong. We are
sent here by the people of Western Aus-
tralia to voice our opinions. If we do not
like certain motions, we speak against them,
but there is no hostility. I do not feel
angry; but I do feel disappointed. I hope
the Government will not endeavour to stifle
whatever speeches Opposition members de-
sire to make,, provided they are under the
Jurisdiction of the Chairman or the Speaker
of the House.

Mr. Rodoreda:- This is one of the most
extraordinary debates I have listened to
sine I have been in the Chamber. In pass-
ig I might say that I could make the same
sort of speech as the Ministeir for Housing
made. I came into Parliament on the same
day as the Minister. Quite apart from that,
we are now engaging in a debate on the
subject of disagreeing with your ruling, Sir,
and I san regretfully going to disagree with
it, although you have not yet given a ruling.
I really do not know what we are discussing,
Let us go over the history of what has hap-
pened this afternoon. A point of order was
taken by the member for East Perth, and
after some explanation you, Mr. Speaker,
said you would not give a ruling but would
leave it to the House. I would remind you,
Sir, that whether you give a ruling or not
it is always left to the House, which is the
final arbiter. But you did not give a ruling
and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
spoke for 10 minutes without any motion
before the Chair. There was no motion
whatever before the Chair. He finally moved
a motion to postpone this item.

Then the member for Fremantle got up
and spoke for about 10 minutes, not on that
motibn, but on tbe question of whether he
would be allowed to disagree with your rul-
ing if so and so happened or if it did not.
He talked for 10 minutes and there was still
no motion, or rather there was a motion.
The member for Frem antic finished up by
disagreeing with the Speaker's ruling which
bad not been given, and on a motion before
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the Speaker, moved by the member for
Northam, to the effect that the item be post-
poned. . That is the most extraordinary set
of circumstances I have encountered in the
16 or 17 years I have been here. I want
to know where we are now. The motion of
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition has
not been withdrawn and on top of that,
you, Sir, have accepted a motion from the
member for F'remantle disagreeing with a
ruling you have not given. I do not know
where we are but I am sure the circum-
stances are unique.

You, Sir, suggested to the member for
Fremantle that he might disagree with your
ruling, or that you presumed he would.
Eventually he fell in with your wishes and
disagreed with a ruling which, as far as I
am aware, has not yet been given. That is
what we are arguing about now. I will
assume that you, Sir, have ruled that this
motion to be moved by the Premier is in
order. Coming now to the Ministerial bench,
the occupant. of which have supported
your ruling-I disregard the member
for Albany, because the member for
Leederville dealt effectively with bim
-the efforts of the Minister for
Housing lead me to think that if be
is as dull and as slow in his mentality as
he would have us believe tonight, it is a
wonder that he was ever made a King's
Counsel. But of course he is not dull. He
had to shift his ground three or four times
tonight because be had a very weak ease.
It is said of members of his profession that
they can equally well defend or prosecute
the same ease with the same measure of
success, and can defend more successfully a
man whom they know positively to be guilty.

That is the position of the Minister for
Housing tonight. He had a very weak ease
and he skirted round it and ignored the
crux of the matter, the fact that this is
Government business and that it is taking
precedence over private members' business,
against the decision of this House made
within the last seven or eight weeks. That
is the point he dodged. 'He had nothing to
say about it aind neither did the Minister
for Education nor the Premier himself. They
totolly disregarded that point, and it is the
point we are discussing.

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: That is it.

iMr. Itodoreda: It is not a question of
whether the Government can bring in a
motion of this nature. Of course the Gov-
ernment can do that. The Minister for
Housing said the Government was not break-
ing any Standing Orders. All it is doing
is making a new set of Standing Orders,
through this motion, without reference to
the Standing Orders Committee, and against
a decision, previously made by this House,
that private members' business should take
precedence on Wednesdays. We are entitled
to expect that until the House, by a further
motibn, rescinds that resolution-

The Attorney General: It was not a re-
solution.

Mr. Rodoreda: Not a resolutiont

The Ahtorney General: No, the resolution
was that Government business should take
precedence on the other two days.

Mr. Rodoreda: But not on Wednesdays.
The Attorney General: Not necessarily.

Mr. Rodoreda: Not on Wednesdays;
otherwise the Government would have said
so in the resolution. That is what I wanted
from the Attorney Genera!. Against the
resolution of the House and against the ac-
cepted procedure, which is important be-
cause it is almost as solid an argument as
are the Standing Orders themselves, the Gov-
ernment has taken this action. Nothing has
ever been done to take from private mem-
bers this privilege of private members' dlay
until the last week or two of the session,
when it is normally agreed to by all Parties.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Then it is done
by specific motion.

Mr. Rodoreda: The Minister for Housing
could not reply to the question as to why
this motion could not have been moved to-
morrow just as effectively as tonight. Hie
asked whiy should it be postponed. What
a marvellous, reply from a K.

The 'Minister for Housing: Why should
it,

'Mr. Rodoreda: Because it would not have
been infringing on our rights and the ulti-
mate effect would have been the same. is
far as the Government was concerned. The
Government will achieve its objective, if this
gag motion comes into effect, at next Tues-
day's sitting. It cannot bq started any
earlier than that, and so the result would
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have been the same had the motion been
moved tomorrow. All this time would have
been saved and we could not have objected
to the motion coming up tomorrow. We
colild only have debated the motion iseif.
There is every reason why the motion should
have been postponed. In the Government's
own interest the motion should have been
moved tomorrow. Surely the Minister for
Housing can see that. What does the Gov-
ernment gain by introducing the motion
today? Nothing whatever!I All it is doing is
to earn the strictures and prolonged opposi-
tiont of this side of the House to the motion.

Mr. Graham: They are going out of their
way to irritate us.

Mr. Rodoreda: It is ridiculous to say
that the interests of the State demand a
motion like this. The interests of the Gov-
ernment demand it, and nothing else. What
would it matter to the State if this session
went on until the middle or end of Novem-
ber? How could the State be worse off if
members representing certain constituencies
were given ample time to deal with proposi'-
tions that interested them? In common with
some other members I have a Bill on the
notice paper. It is a measure dealing with
the Electoral Act and has been there for
seven or eight weeks. I feel sure it will be
among the slaughtered innocents.

The Minister for Rousing: I do not think
so.

Mr. tRodoreda: That Bill is 'important to
the people in my electorate and to other
members representing North-West elector-
ates. There is all this talk about the pro-
posed motion not taking away any benefit
from private members. The Government
has certainly robbed private members of this
day's business and we might have dealt with
10 or 12 items at least. Of course, the
Minister for Housing had no case to put
up. I have never heard him as bad as he
was this evening. I should say that the
member for Albany put up a better case.
At least he did not talk as long about it,
and he did not try to pour oil on the
troubled waters by talking a lot of hooey
about the time when he came into Parlia-
ment and all the rest of it. What has that
to do with the point of order?

The" Minister for Housing: You must
allow us old people to reminisce.

M1r, Rodoreda: I suppose the Minister felt
that he must fill in time somehow. I have
noticed that feature about the Minister for
Housing in recent months and it may be a
good thing that he has decided he will not
be with us for much longer.

H~rn. A. A. M. Coverley-, I probably
would not have risen on thi point of -order
except for the fact that I think this is the
most important ruling that has been given
in the House during the time that I have
been a member of it. If Your ruling, Mr.
Speaker, is upheld by this Chamber it will
establish a' precedent which I -regard with
fear. We will lose all the goodwill that
has existed amongst members of the Western
Australian Pvjiament and, that will not be
of benefit to any of us. Ihis, in my opinion,
is too serious- and too vital to the private
members of this Chamber. The Speaker's,
ruling should have the f ullest opposition.
I believe, Sir, that you gave your ruling in
a somewhat hurried way and I hoped that
as the debate proceeded you might have re-
considered the position and intervened be-
fore this.

Your ruling, Mr. Speaker, cannot be sub-
stantiated because as has been pointed out
by various speakers a resolution has already
been passed by this Rouse, this session,
rescinding the suspension of Standing
Orders. That brought back the right for
private members' business to take precedence
on Wednesdays. By no stretch of the inmagi-
nation can this proposed motion on the
notice paper be called private members'
business. Therefore it is a great sacrifice
made by private members because they have
to forego the only privilege that is left to
them.

I listened very attentively to the Premier
and the Minister for Housing -when they
spoke in defence of your ruling, Sir. I have
never heard either of those two gentlemen,
since I have had the pleasure of knowing
them, more pathetic in attempting to state
a ease than they were this evening. The
Minister for Housing, to use a gambling
term when playing ca~ds, u~ually, produces
an ace before he sits down but on this occa-
sion he could not produce a five. It was the
most fooli sh story I have ever heard him
put up in this Chamber. I once read an
item-
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To a large extent the tasks confronting the
Gjovernment are now administrative rather
than legislative. It is one thing to add to the
Statute Book and another to grapple sue-
,cessfully with a problem such as transport
and others.

The article went on to say-
In view of the immense amnount of work

still to be accomplished, the two parties com-
prising the Uovernment might find it advis-
.able to consider a Cabinet reconstruction with
a view to giving several of the younger mein-
hers an opportunity to show their ministerial
worth.

The 'Minister for Housing: Do not be per-
sonal to me.

Hon. A. A. 31. Coverley: I considered
this as wvell as I could and I was trying
to fathom just why "The Weit Australian"
made that comment.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Is that from "The
West Australian"'?

lion. A. A. 11L Coverley:- I think I have
found the answer this evening when the two
senior members of the Cabinet put up such
a false and pathetic argument. I can under-
stand the "Granny West" looking forward
to some younger members of the Liberal
Party.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Who arc the younger
members?

Hon. A. A. 11. Coverley: We have not
beard very much from them tonight, and
I do not expect to hear for the very simple
reason that they are merely carrying out
the instructions they have received from the
4organisation to which they belon-the
Liberal-Cobweb League.

Hon. A. H. Panton: The I.X.L.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: So they sit in
'their seats, permitting the Government to
whittle away the only right that private
members have They have not the courage
to get up and express their opinions and
they are not even permitted to do so whether
they agree or disagree. So here we are with
the spectacle 6? two of the senior members
of the Ministry putting up most pathetic
Cases while the younger members of the
Liberal Party sit in their seats pay-ing silent
service to the Party machine. So, I hope,
Mr. Speaker, that your -ruling will not be
upheld on this occasion. a

Mr. Brady: I feel that I should have
something to say in connection with thIS
matter su that I may protect the interests
of my electors. As a young member in the

House I eatL quite honestly say that I have
had some difficulty in following Standing
Orders and parliamentary procedure. As fail
as I can read the Constitution Act and those
Arcts which give us the right to have Par-
liaments, all the rights are those of private
members, except that those Acts provide for
an executive of eight to carry on the govern-
ment of'I the country. Over the years, by
usage and custom, Governments havie been
elected because of their majority and the
Opposition has permitted them to run the
country. So it has been established over
the years that provided private memhbrs
have at least one day in each week the rest
of the time goes to the Government for the
transaction of its business. That is the only
thing that I can see that establishes the
customs that we have in this House tonight.

So, Sir, I feel that I would he letting down
my dleetors if I allowed my rights as a
private member to he taken away without
protesting very strongly. So far as I can
see the whole discussion tonight would be
amusing if it were not so serious. I feel,
as a private citizen and a taxpayer, that I
am restricted enough in this Parliament now,
owing to the franchise for elections in the
Legislative Council. That is the second
Chamber in our bicameral system and
it. reviews our legislation. Its members
have the right to veto legislation after
it has been passed in this House. That,
in my opinion, is wrong. However, to find
that a custom which has grown up over a
period of 40 years is now to be taken away
from private members, calls for some opposi-
tion. I am not prepared to sea that right
go by the board.

During recent months I had the experi-
ence of being able to move motions as aL con-
sequence of enjoying certain rights and I
have moved them on private members' day
with a certain amount of satisfaction to my-
self and, I hope, to the electors I represent.
The unfortunate part of tonight's proceed-
ings and the controversy resulting is that
the Government has departed from the,
stipulated section of the Constitution Act
by continuing the second session of this
Parliament this year instead of concluding
it last year. Section 4 of the Constitution
Act says-

There shall be a session of the Legislative
Council nd Legislative Assembly once at
least in every year, so that a period of 12



[7 SEvTmnaa1, 1949.] 82

mouths shall not intervene between the last
sitting of the said Council and Assembly in
one session and the first sitting of the said
Council and Assembly in the nest session.
It would appear to me tant if this Govern-
ment had conformed with that section we
would have started a new session this year
and would have had an Address-in-reply
debate-

Mr. Speaker: Order! Those remarks are
outside the question with which we are now
dealing.

Mr. Brady: I was wondering why the
Government introduced this motion but it
is really because private members have had
to wake two speeches on the debate on the
Estimates instead of one. They have cer-
tain rights and it is quite wrong that they
should be taken from them by the Govern-
ment. The Government has the remaining
days of the week left to it to put through
its business and I eonsider that your ruling,
throwing the onus on the Hose to make a
decision, is quite wrong. If the Government
is depending upon its members to pass this
motion it is relying on a small majority,
which is sil the more reason why the motion
should not have been introduced. If it had a
larger majority it could have relied on that
barking but when there is such a slender ma-
jority, and it is doubtful whether it will get
that majority, I consider the Government is
wrong in trying to exert its will upon an
equal number on each side of the -House.
Each of those members has his individual
rights. I believe that all rights of this Par-
linmeut belong to private members, and of
those they are willing to concede to the Gov-
ernment, because of its numbers and the
provisions of the Constitution Act, the
right to form an Executive Council to run
the State, and the Opposition desires to see
it run properly. I also protest against your
decision, '.%r. Speaker.

Mr. Styants: It is more in sorrow than
in anger that I rise to oppose your ruling,
because I find myself in the same position
as that of the member for M1t. Magnet in
that it is the first time in 14 years in this
House that I have had to disagree with a
Speaker's -ruling. I have always agreed
with his ruling because I considered it was
sound in logic, and also the position which
the Speaker held was difficult to fill, and
even if one had to compromise with one's
conscience in supporting a ruling from the
Chair at times I considered it was the cor-

rent attitude to adopt To arrive at the
genesis of this trouble we have to go back
to the position created by the Government
to enable two of its supporters to nominate
for Federal political honours. We have no
objection to that but we do object to up-
setting the parliamentary procedure to en-
able these men to fulfil their ambition.
Whether they were wise in rasping at, say,
the political shadow of Federal politics and
losing the substance of State politics is their
OWIL business. However, it is our business
that the Government, in endeavouring to
oblige two of its followers, set out to cast
aside the individual rights of! members which
have beeu enjoyed by them from time
immemorial,

I do not know who the smart Alec was
who advised the Premier to take the course
of abolishing the debate on the Address-in-
reply, because I feel certain that be would
not have taken that action if someone bad
not prompted him to do it. Whoever did
prompt him was not very far-sighted, be-
cause he did not visualise the problem that
would be created in getting the business
through the House this year. The debate
on the Estimates has been one of con-
tinual upset, and we have had arguments
and differences of opinion on the question
of passing continuance Bills because we
could not introduce in the one session two
Bills of a similar character and yet it was
necessary to have those Bills passed. The
Premier has complained of long speeches
being made by Opposition members on the
debate on the Estimates, but to a grat ex-
tent that has been brought about by the
denial to private members of their right
to make an untrammelled speech on the
Address-in-reply debate. As to that we
were not consulted at all.

I think a better idea would have been for
Parliament to have met and the Opposition
then consulted as to the difficulties the Gov-
ernment might he encountering because of
the Federal elections being held early, and
the decision of two of its members to re-

sigun their seats in this House in order to
nominate as candidates for the Federal
election. I remind members that the Oppo-
sition was not unmindful of the difficulties
thet were facing the Premier before he con-
cluded the sitting of Parliament last year.
The Premier indicated to the Hlouse that he
was desirous of finishing the sitting on a
certain date and, to comply with his wishes
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and to expedite the business, I witnessed the
spectacle of the Votes on Railways and Ag-
riculture being passed without even a discus-
sion on any item taking place. In fact, I
do not think the Railway Estimates were
even introduced by the inister.

The Minister for Railways: You know
perfectly well why.

Mr. Styants: As far as my experience in
this House goes it was an unprecedented
action, but it was done to comply with the
wishes of the Premier to conclude the sit-
ting early in December. However, on that
occasion the Opposition was consulted as to
his difficulty. In this instance the first we
knew of the move to abolish the old estab-
lished principle of moving the Address-in-
reply was when we read about it in the
Press. I listened with some amazement to the
Minister for Housing this evening. Inistead
of supporting your decision as he usually
does in his most lucid and logical way, he
set out to give autobiographies of a number
of members of the Opposition.

I consider that your ruling was wrong,
Mr. Speaker, when we recollect the position
existing at the end of last - year when,
if one nmight so describe it, the first
half of this session was over. Owing to
what were considered extraordinary circum-
stances, the Government decided to continue
the second session when Parliament met
again this year instead of that ending as At
usually does just before Christmas. Some
four or five weeks before the close of the
first period of this session the Premier bad
moved for the suspension of Standing Or-
ders to enable Bills to be passed through all
stages at the aije sitting and for Govern-
nment business to take precedence over that
submitted by private menibers. When the
second period was commenced this year, he
found it necessary to give notice of motion
for the rescission of the resolution suspend-
ing the Standing Orders, and the House
naturally agreed to his proposal when it
came before, members for decision.

If nay memory serves me right, the Pre-
mier's motion meant that Government busi-
ness would take precedence on Tuesdays and
Thursdays. Bearing in mind that the cus-
tom from the inception of the parliamentary
institution in this State has been for Wed-
nesdays to be set aside as private members'
day, it is not an unfair inference to draw

that it was the intention of the Premier
that private members' business should, in
fact, have preference over Government busi-
ness on Wednesdays. This is the first at-
tempt made to get away from that proce-
dure. It would have been much better if,
instead of the Premier deciding to launch
this motion on private members' day, he
had moved it on a day when Government
business took precedence. There is not the
slightest doubt that the motion constitutes
Government business of no mean order.
'Why the Premier found it necessary to
adopt a circuitous route like this to apply
the gag, is beyond my comprehension.

It is within the power of the Premier, no
matter who he may be and what Party he
may represent, seeing that he will have a
majority on the floor of the House, to con-
duct the business of this Chamber, in eon-
junction with you, Mr. Speaker, in the man-
ner he desires. If he is going to apply the
gag and is prepared to stand up to any
odium that attaches to such a procedure-
I do not know that there is any odium at-
tached to it, because the gag is continually
applied iy the Commonwealth Parliament-
that is quite all right.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: But they do not like
it.

Mr. Styants: It is in the Premier's hands
to do it at any time he so desires. Hle has
now given notice of motion, the effect Of'
which will be that if we do not get on with
the husiness and conclude it at a stated
time, he will apply the gag. The Premier
would have been better advised to approach
the subject in another way. All the pro-
tracted discussions that have taken place
since the resumption of the session until to-
day could have been avoided had the Pre-
mier decided to apply the guillotine on days
when preference was given to Government
business, rather than to encroach upon the
only day in the week set apart for the tran-
saction of private membhems' business. -

Mr. May: I desire to recall my entry to
this House and my maiden speech, during
the course of which I expressed the hope
that I would not cause you, Mr. Speaker,
any concern while I 'was a member of this
Chamber. I regret that on this occasion I
must disagree with your ruling and support
the motion before the Chair. As at new
member I have received a great deal of con-
sideration at your hands, but I feel that the
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discussion tonight has proved to me that
your ruling is so overwhelmingly out of
order that I must bow to the inevitable and
support the dissent. When he gets the

-opportunity, the Premier will move the
motion, notice of which has led to this dis-
cussion and the disagreement with Mr.
Speaker's ruling. I have known the Pre-
mnier in private life for a very long time.
He is a man I have always set on & very
high pedestal indeed.

Mr. Hoar: Now you must push him off.
MY. May: His attitude on this occasion

,evidences a desire, very possibly for some
ulterior purpose, to have passed a motion
that will stultify private members in respect
of their opportunities to transact business
in this House. It stamps the Premier to
my mind as a very inhuman political
monster.

Hon. A. A. Alf. Coverley: At any rate, he
broke his solemn promise.

Mr. May: In view of what he has done,
1 must certainly dislodge him from "i
pedestal for the time being. As to Mr.
Speaker's ruling, I recall the procedure
adopted at meetings of any description. A
common procedure is laid down and, if any-
-one desires to rescind a, motion or to amend
one that was previously passed, he has to
take the necessary steps and give notice of
motion. I cannot recollect any previous
notice being given by the Premier for the
rescission of a resolution which Parliament
passed with regard to the conduct of private
-members' business. It is therefore very
diffiult for ine to follow the Premier in this
matter. I have listened to mnembers who
hkave spoken and I felt that the member for
Nedlands would probably take part in the
-debate. So far, like the majority Of mem-
bers sitting on the Government side of the
House, he has not felt inclined to risk the
lash that threatens members opposite- re-
garding the expression of their opinions
respecting your ruling, 1Mr. Speaker. As a
younger member of this House, I antici-
pate that some of the younger members sit-
ting on the Government side of the House
will follow my lead and express their
views on the rling.

Hon. A. A. M.N. Coverley: They are like
-the member for Beverley; not allowed to.

Mr. May: The member for Beverley is
quite an old member of this House and
gave us the impression that he was going to
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tear into something so far as this matter
is concerned. However, he has, evidently
changed his mind, as he has left the Chamn-
her. The member for Albany started off
brilliantly but finished in a debacle. I re-
gret having to disagree with your -ruling,
Mr. Speaker. I have held you in very high
esteem since I became a member and I
think that perhaps, once this contentions
matter has been decided, you will re-estab-
lish yourself in my good graces. The Pre-
nmier has given notice of a motion which is
definitely not in order, but had he given
notice to deal with it yesterday or tomor-
row .it would. have been quite a different
matter. As a layman, although accustomed
to attending meetings, I think the object in
bringing forward the motion is one definitely

against the interests and privileges of mem-
bers of this House.

Mr. MeCulloch: It may seem somewhat
impertinent of me, Mr. Speaker, to disagree
with your ruling, as I am a comparatively
young member of this Chamber.

Mr. Speaker: You have the same rights
as other members.

Mr. Hegney: You are on the right track.

3kr. McCulloch: At any meetings I have
attended, once a resolution has been carried
and it is desired to rescind it, notice of
motion must be given for the purpose. That
has been the usual practice. A particular
period is provided before the motion to re-
scind a resolution may be spoken to. It
appears from 4 Hansard," No. 1, 1949, page
41, that the Premier made a promise that
private members' day would be respected.
I am not impressed by such promises, which
often are not kept. To my knowledge, Par-
liament ill be in session for three months
in 16 months. Parliament adjourned in
December last and met again in June of this
year. It contemplates closing in September
and re-assembling in April, 1950. That, in
my opinion, is not right.

Member: Parliament will not meet till
July.

Mr. McCulloch; That makes the position
worse. In December of last year a motion
was carried that Wednesday in each week
should be allocated to private members'
business, to give them an opportunity to
bring matters affecting their electorates be-
fore the House. It would now appear that
this is to be denied them. Surely private
members have the right to speak in this
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House! I am a young mnember, but I have
noticed that members on the Government
side have spoken hut little since I entered
the House.

3fr. May: They are not allowed to.

Mr. McCulloch: It is their duty to voice
their opinions and if they fail to do so, then
they have not the courage of their convic-
lions. We knew at 6 o'clock that the motion
to disagree with your ruling, Mr. Speaker,
would be defeated, so that it was not neces-
sary to bring the member for Canning here
tonight. It seems to me that your ruling
will be upheld and that the Premier's motion
will be the next business to be dealt with.
We shall then be here until 6 o'clock tomor-
row maorning, as we were one day last week.
In my opinion, it is a waste of money to
proceed in this way. We see motorcars fly-
ing up to Parliament House and taking
members here, there and elsewhere. This
waste of public money is disgraceful. The
object of the motion is to finish the session
in order to give two members on the Gov-
ernment side an opportunity to nominate
for the House of Representatives, but
neither of them has Buckley's chance of
winning the election.

Mr. Speaker: Order!
Mr. McCulloclb: I am not going to scratch

your back, 'Mr. Speaker, and say I am sorry
I must disagree with your ruling. My con-
viction is that you are wrong and therefore
I disagree with your ruling.

Mr. Hoar: As this happens to be Wednes-
day, T insist on saying something. It is
with much regret that 'I have to take the
same stand as other members on this side
of the House. It is not that the esteem in
which I have always held you, Sir, is going
to suffer as a result, because I think you are
a victim of the Premier's dictatorial atti-
tude and are more to be pitied than blamed.
I see that on the notice paper there are
many private members' items of particular
interest to me. I know full well that the
section of the State -which I have the honour
to represent for the time being expects me
to express myself definitely on many of
those matters. I fear that the action of the
Premier in attempting to curtail the rights
of private members will automatically close
Parliament, and ?4, turn automatically re-
duce the opportunities and the number of
Wednesdays on which normally private
members could expect to discuss these items.

It is from that standpoint that I' have
very strong objections indeed to what the
Premier is attempting to do. Why is be
doing it, in view of the fact that only a few
short weeks ago, or perhaps two or two and
a half months ago at the outside, he gave a
solemn pledge in this Chamber that he
would respect the privileges of -private mem-
bers, which had always been held most dear
to them and which none of us would give
up for a moment 9 This man, who is the
Leader of the State, gave that promise to
the House. I 'am far more hurt at a broken
promise of that description by the Premier
than I am at your ruling, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause this is a matter which vitally affects
everyone, regardless of who he is. It does
not worry me one bit if members on the
Government side fail to interest themselves
in a debate of such importance as this. All
that interests me is that I should exprea
myself. The faet that the Premier should
make such a promise and then break it indi-
cates dlearly that my frieAd the member
for MNt. Magnet was definitely wrong when
he said the Premier was not a Hitler or a
Mussolini but a Rafferty.

I say that a man who would do or attempt
to do something of this description is a dic-
tator. - The Premier is a man who has the
open, 'honest smile of a democrat and the
heart of a dictator. Dictatorship is all that
this amounts to. The motion to be moved
by the Premier makes it abundantly clear
that it is his and the Government's iuten-
tion to stifle asc far as possible any further
criticism which we legitimately might be
prepared to level at the Premier's and the
Government's activities over the past 21/z!
years, and the reason for this is that they
want to save themselves from the embarrass-
ment of defeat on the floor of the House as
the result of certain disaffeetions that have
occurred in their ranks over the past 21/
years.

We have the young member for Middle-
Swan who thought he had a mission in life
and wanted to enter polities. So he chose
tbe State Parliamient. But his treatment by
this Government since he has been in this
Chamber has been such that he is seeking-
an early opportunity to get out of it. Every
time the boy has opened his mouth the Gov-
ernment has jumped down it. Then we have
the member for Mt. Marshall, also with a
mission in life, coming into State polities,
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full of hope. And he has not been here
very long before finds that isa bedfellows,
the members of the Liberal Party, are out
to cut his throat. So what does he dot He
is seeking political honours in the Eastern
States.

Hon. .1. B. Sleeman: The rats are leaving
the sinking ship.

Mr. Hoar: We have these instances of this
disaffection in the ranks of the Government,
which lead me to believe that ther9 is no
confidence in the Government either on the
part of members on this side of the House,
or the public generally, or of members on
the back benches on the Government side.
It is true that the Liberal Party, in its endea-
vour to effect a dictatorship in this State, has
made some inroads in regard to its Country
Party friends.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member is a bit
away from the ruling now.

Mr. Hoar: I understood from the previ-
ouis speakers that you did not even give a
ruling.

Mr. Speaker: The bon. member must take
a ruling from the Chair and not from other
members.

Mr. Hoar: I would like to indicate that
my chief objection to this ruling and to all
that it implies is very much rapped up
with the character of this Government which
seeks to impose its will on the House, and
I think it is my duty to express to Y'ou and
,other members of the House just what I
think of the Gbvernment. Thetre was a
break away from the authority of this sup-
posedly united coalition Government. We
saw an attempt made by the Liberal Party
to effect a stranglehold on its neighbours
and friends of the Country Party, and it
met with some slight success. The member
for Beverley is a case in point. He is a
man who was unhappy in his old associa-
tions and who is uncomfortable in his new
ones.

So we have a combination of Parties the
members of which cannot agree amongst
themselves, and who have denied to us all
sorts of rights during the last 2Y2 years, and
particularly during this session when we
were not even given an opportunity of an
Address-in-reply. The Government now
seeks to close down this Legislature just as
quickly as it can, first of all to avoid defeat
on the floor of the House because two of its

members will not be present any longer;
and, secondly, because it is afraid of any
further criticism that might have harmful
effects upon it during the forthcoming State
election.

I object to the ruling you have given, Mr.
Speaker. I regret very much that you did
not indicate to the Premier clearly the result
of this proposed action, namely, the destruc-
tion of something which we have been zeal-
ous to preserve over very many years. If
you could have got uinder the Premier's sktin
to that extent he would have remembered
the promise he made at the beginning of the
session and transferred this motion to an-
other day. One more day would have made
no difference to him; but by his action he
has not only lost his opportunity of getting
his motion through in a reasonable apace of
time, hut he has also prevented all sorts of
private members' business from being dis-
cussed. It is from that point of view thab
I must condemn the action of the Premier
and vote against your ruling accordingly.

Point of Order..

Mr. Graham: On a point of order, Mr.
Speaker! I would like your ruling as to
whether the matter upon which we are about
to vote is the motion moved by the member
for Northam or that moved by the member
for Fremantle.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member knows
quite well that the member for Northam was
interrupted by a point of order and t~ie dis-
posal of that point of order takes prece-
dence under our Standing Orders. Conse-
quently the motion of the member for Nor-
thaw must wait until this one is disposed of.

Motion (dissent) put and a division.
taken with the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority against .

Mr. Brady
Mr. Coverley
Mr. Pon
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hawke
Mr. Henn,
Mr. Hoar
Mr. KElly
Mr. Marshall
Mr. May

Ayes.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

20
21

Mcoulloch
Nueen
Oliver
Penton

Slenman
styants
Tonkin
Trial
Rod oreda
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Nous. Hon. A. H. IPanton: He moved it.
Mr. Abbott Mr. McDonaldMr asl:OfcueImodit
Mr. Ackland 51r. MeLartyMrMasal OfcueImodit
Mir. Bovell Nil. MUrry& Would not you try anything once?
Mrs. Cardell-Olivrer Mr. Nimmo
Mr. Cornell Mr. PerkinsHo.JB.SemnStndgOrrN.
Mr. Boner Mr. SewardRo.J . lea:SndgOrrN.
M r. Orayden Mr. Watts 106 provides-
Mr. Hall Mr. Wild
Mr. Hill Mr. Yates After a Notice of Motion has been given
Mr. Leslie Mr. Brent the terms thereof may be altered by the
M r. Mann (Telle.) member reading aloud atnd delivering at the
Motion thus negatived, table at the usal time of giving notices, an

amended notice, any day prior to that for
Debate Resumed. proceeding with such motion, or may with-

drawr the same when called upon. And if a
Mr. Speaker: The member for Northam member be not in his place -when the notice of

had a motion that the item be postponed motion given by him is calledt on, or fails
unti afer rivae bsinss. oeshe ish to rise and move the same, it shall be with-unti afer rivae bsinss. oeshe ish drawn from the Notice Paper.

to proceed with itI I am going to ask that you reconsider your
Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Yes, decision; if not, I shall have the painful

Ron. J. B. Sleeman: Are you, Mr. duty of moving to disairee with your nil-
Speaker, going to allow this motion? These ing.
are Rafferty rules. You cannot, Sir, post- Mr. Speaker: I gavr my decision on a
pone a notice of motion. Unless the mxem- previous ease, and I stand by it.
her concerned rises in his seat and moves
the motion, then it has to go overboard. Dissent from Speaker's Rulinig.

Mivr. Speaker: Order! The question is: Hon. J. B. Sleeman: I move-
That the mo~ion to postpone the item be That the House dissent from the Speaker's
agreed to. ruiling.

Hon. J. B. Sleeinan: Are you going to The Standing Order is plain enough. We
accept the motion that the item be post- do not need a University education to
ponedI understand it. If a motion such as that

Mr. Speaker: Yes, hut only until af ter moved by the member for Murchison hias
the tem metiond i th moton nd hen been carried here before, it does not make

they item maetne in the moting andt thn- it right. The Standing Order provides that

oefnly. ae tg ftestig o n if the memfber be not in his place when the
notice of motion given by him is called on

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: You cannot, Sir, or jails to rise and move the same, it shall
postpone it at all. I appeal to -you to be be withdrawn from the notice paper. If
somerwhere near the Standing Orders to- the Premier does not rise and attempt to
night. go on with the motion it must be with-

Mr. Speaker: Order! It has been done, drawn.
In "Ha nsard" of the 27th September, Mr. Marshall: It may be true that members
1933, we find the following:- Aave moved to postpone notices of motion.

Order of Business. The motion has been successfully moved on

Mr. Marshall!: I move- scores of occasions because it was not chal-
That notices of motion 1 and 2 and lenged, but when it was chiallenged-and if

Orders of the Day 4 and 5 he postponed your assistants will look up the records for
-util after consideration of Order of the you, you will see that this is right-the
liar No. 6. Speaker has denied the postponement of
Question put and passed. the notice of motion. The way we are carry-

Ron. J. B. Sleenian: I shall have to move ing on the business of the House is ridieu-
that your ruling he disagreed with. I do Ions. It is probably true that I moved to
not care whether Mr. Marshall or twenty postpone a notice of motion, but the obli-
Mr. Marshalls moved that way. it is de- gation is on those who watch the Standing
finitely against Standing Orders, and two Orders to see that they are not breached.
wrongs do not make a right. If the mem- I know that the member for Leederville, when
her for Murchison arced to it, he was he was Speaker, once or twice permitted the
wrong. postponement of notices of motion, but
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immediately his attention was drawn to
Standing Order No. 106 he refused that per-
mission.

How in the face of Standing Order
106, can you, Sir, rule that a notice
of motion can be postponedi' Of what
use are Standing Orders if we are
going to get rulings of this, sort. We
mght as well throw "May" and the
Standing Orders overboard altogether. There
is no borderline here; this is emphatic and
precise. We are getting to the stage where
we do not know'where we are. It is almost
intolerable. On occasions when rulings are
sought, some doubt exists, but there is no
doubt as to the position under this Stand-
ing Order. Standing Order 106 has already
been read, and I refer to that portion which
provides--"if a member be not in his place
when the notice of motion given by him is
aled on, or fails to rise and move the
same." The Premier failed to rise, and
failed to move the motion.

The Premier: When did I fail to ri s and
fail to moves9

Mr. Marshall: In that case it shall be with-
drawn from the notice paper. You, Sir,
have ruled that it is possible for a member
to move that a notice of motion be post-
poned. Surely, Mr. Speaker, you cannot do
that, in the face of Standing Order 106.

The Minister for Housing: We have a
respectable precedent, on this occasion, in a
similar motion apparently having been
moved by the member for Murchison. No-one
who knows the hon. member, with his ad-
herence to Standing Orders and his vast
knowledge of the business of the House,
would believe he would move a motion other-
wise than entirely within the terms of thfl
Standing Orders; so we have that authority.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Apart fromy that pre-
cedent, what do you think of it?

The Minister for Housing: Under Stand-
ing Order 106 there cannot be any postpone-
ment beyond the sitting, but when it comes
to a motion for postponement such as this,
merely to a later stage of the sitting, i
think it will be found that there are pre-
cedents in this House that would allow that
to be done without being inconsistent with
the views expressed by the member for Fre-%
mantle and the member for Murchison.

Mr. Rodoreda: You did not want a pre-
cedent, a little while ago.

The Minister for Housing: I asked for
precedents and there was none to show that
what had been proposed was. in any way
wrong. What actually is of doubtful cor-
rectness is that the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, unguardedly and having neen
incited to do so, should have moved this
motion in the circumstances. The Premier's
motion was in his custody, and it was for
him to move that the item he Postponed. I
do not think the forms of the House usually
allow, in those circunmstances, a motion to
take an item out of the hands of the per-on
responsible for it-even to move it to a
later state of the sitting.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: This is or should
be private members' day.

The
would
mined

Minister for Housing: I hoped it
be, but private members are deter-
to see that it is not.

Mr. Graham: They are determined to try
to preserve it as such.

The Minister for Housing: Possibly the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition need not
press the* matter, because it is suggested,
by members who have spoken, to be a motion
of at all events doubtful propriety. They
think it is against the Standing Orders and
I do not think any good purpose could be
served by it.

Mr. Hegney: Prior to the division the
debate was on the question of whether your
ruling should be disagreed with, Mr. Speaker,
and you clearly stated You would leave to
the House a determination of the question
of whether the motion was a private or Gov-
ernment matter. The division indicated that
it was of a private nature. I will quote
Standing Order 218. 1 do not think you have
any alternative but immediately to postpone
consideration of the motion until the Orders
of the flay have been dealt with. Standing
Order 218 reads--

If all motions shall not have been disposed
of two hours after the time fixed for the
meeting of the House, the debate thereon
shalt be adjourned, unless otherwise ordered,
and the Orders of the Day taken in rotation:
but if there should be no Order of the flay,
the discussion on motions may be continued.
The debate on motions may be resumed After
the Orders of the. DAy are disposed of, on
motion to that effect being put and pmased.

Before we proceed further I would like your
ruling on that.
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Hon. A. H. Panton: It has been said that
the member for Murchison moved certain
things in 1933. In that year I was in the
Chair and. I think it will be agreed that
members often move in certain ways and,
if they are not challenged, the Speaker is
not called upon to give at ruling. If called
upon he gives his ruling, according to what
he believes to be righit. When any member
has given notice of motion it is his duty
to move it, when it is called, and if he does
not do so it lapses. I remember the late
W. D. Johnson having given notice of motion
on one occasion, He was not in his seat
when the motion was called and it lapsed.
He made a great fuss about it, hut it was
done according to the Standing Orders.

The question here is as to whether your
ruling, Sir, was right or wrong, and I amn
pointing out the interpretation that has been
given to Standing Order 106 down the
years. It is not the duty of the Speaker
to rule a matter out of order unless he is
called on for a ruling. I do not doubt that
what appears in "Hansard" is right, because
they are never wrong. They are nearly as
good as "The West Australian" in that -re-
gard. Had that ruling been challenged hnder
Standing Order 106 it would have been
ruled out of order. I do not think we should
take as a precedent what appears in "Han-
sard," because the circumstances surround-
ing a ease make all the difference.

Motion (dissent) put and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes .. . . 21
Noes .. . . 22
Majority against . .. 1

Avis.
Mr. Brady Mr
Mr. Coverley Mr
Mr. Fox Mr
Mr. Graham Mr
Mr. Eawks Mr
Mr. He~asy Mr
Mr. Hoar Mr
Mr. Kelly Mr
M r. Marnhall Mr
Mr. Me" Mr
Mr. Mc~ulloch

NOS.
Mr. Abbott Mr
Mr. Ackland Mr
Mr' Dovell Mr
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver Mr
Mr. Cornell Mr
Mr. Donor Mr
Mr. Grayden Mr
Mr. Hall Ur
Mr. Hill 'Mr
Mr. Leslie Mr
Mr. Mann Mr

-Needham

Nulsen
Oliver
Psaton
Reynolds
Sleenian
Strains
Tonkin

-Triat.

Rodoreda
(Teller.)

McDonald
MeLarty
Murray
Nalder
Ninmmo
Perkins
Seward

WVild
Yates
Brand

(Teller.)

Point of Order.

Hon. J. B.- S leeman: Mr. Speaker, I would
like to ask your ruling on Standing Order
No. 218. It statesx-

If till motions shall not .have been dis-
posed of two hours after the time fixed for
the meeting of the House-

That is a quarter to eight. I have had a
long experience ina this House and all ex-
tensions of time have to be ranted by a
quarter to eight. That is two hours after
the time fixed for the House to commence
its sitting. It continues-
-the debate thereon shall be adjourned, un-
less otherwise ordered--
As yet it has hiot been otherwise ordered
and it is now about 21/2 hours after the
time has expired. I ask your ruling, Sir,
because the Standing Order says that the
debate shall be adjourned unless otherwise
ordered and it is now 2% hours over the
time limit. I have already pointed out that
as yet it has not been otherwise ordered.

Mr. Speaker: When the motion is reached
I will give the Premier the opportunity to
move in that direction.

Debate resumed.

Motion (to postpone consideration 9f
item) put and a division taken with ehe fol-
lowing result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority against

Mr. Brady
Mr. Coverley
Mr. -Fox
Mr. Grakhamn
Mr. Hawks
Mr. Hlegney
'Mr. Hoar
Mr. 'Kelly
Mr. Marshall
Mr. May
Air. Mc~ulloch

Mr. Abbott
Mr. Ackland
Mr. Baoel
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Doney
Mr. Graydon
Mr. Hall
Mr. Hill
Mr. Leslie
Mr. Mann

AYES

NOES

21
22

'Ifr. Needham
VMr. Nulesen
Mr. Oliver
Mr. Panton
Mr. Reynolds
Mr. Sleemnan
Mr. Styanta
Mr. Tonkin
IMfr. Triat
Mr. Rodoreds.

(Taller.)

Mr. McDonald
Mr. MeLarty
Mr. Murray
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Nimmo
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Seward
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. Yates
Mr. Br~and

7alZdr.)

Motin ths ngatied.Motion thus' negatived.
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As to Extension of Time.
Mr. SPEAKER: The time for motions

now having& expired, it will be necessary for
the Premier to move for leave to extend the
time.

THE PREMIE (Hon. D). R. MeLarty-'
Murray-Wellington) [10.17]:- I move-

That the time f or motions to be continued
be extended.

HOW. J. B. SLEEMAN (Fremantle)
[10.18]: 1 think this is altogether wrong.

Mr. SPEAKR;R Is the lion, member
talking on the motion or on a point of
order?

Hon. J. B. SLEPlMAN: I am voting
against giving the Premier' an. extension of
time.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Vote against it.

Hlon. J. B. SLEEMAN: .1f I was as big
in size as the hon. member I would get up
and say something.

Mr. Bovell: I didn't say anything.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order 1 The hon. mem-

ber must not reflect on other members.
M4r. Bovell: On a poi'nt of order! If those

remarks were directed at me, I want to say
that I did not interject.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: The member for
Geraldton interjected.

E on. J. B. SLEEMAN: By this Stand-
ing Order the Premier cannot now move that
the time be extended. The Standing Order
specifically states--

Tf all motions shall not have been dis-
posed of twro hours after the time fixed for
the meeting of the House, the debate thereon
shall be adjourned, unless otherwise ordered.
It is now 21/2 hours since the time has elapsed
and it has not been otherwise ordered. When
I rose in my seat and asked your ruling,
Sir, of course, you naturally said that I
must resume my seat until the motion had
been disposed of. Now that the Premier has
moved his motion to extend the time I feel
that I am right in asking that some action
be taken under Standing Order No. 218.
It is now 21L/ hours after the time has
elapsed and it is wrong that such a motion
should be moved at this-4ime of the night.

The Minister for Education: flow could
it be moved before? All the time has been
taken up in disagreeing with the Speaker's
ruling.

Mr. Graham: The Premier could hiave
moved it at any time. It has been done in
other speeches.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: It has not been
done as yet and it does not matter what
happened previously. It is just bad luck
for the Premier that something has hap-
pened. The Standing Order is quite plain
and one does not need to study it very much
to understand it. It clearly states that if
the debate has not been disposed of two
hours after the meeting of the House, it
shall be adjourned. I consider it your duty,
Mr. Speaker, to move that the debate he
adjourned.

Point of order.
Mr. Graham: The Standing Order-

Mr. Speaker: Ia the bon. member about
to speak on the motion or on a point of
order?7

Mr. Graham: On a point of order! The
Standing Order is absolutely explicit. There
is no room for argument or any hedging
in connection with it. The fact remains
that after two hours had passed no Motion
was moved to permit of a continuation of
the debate on motions. As it was not moved
at that time, surely it cannot be done now.

The Premier: The whole debate has bees
taken up with disagreeing with the Speaker's
ruling. That is not a private motion,

Mr. Graham: The Standing Order says
that if all motions shall not have been dis-
posed of two hours after the time fixed for
the meeting of the Honse, the debate shall
be adjourned. The House met at 4.30 and
two hours after that time would bring the
hours to a quarter to eight. But, 4Y/2 hours
have elapsed since the House met. If "two
hours" means anything, surely it means just
that. It has to be done at the expiration of
that period and not at the end of three, four
or ten hours,

The Premier: We have not dealt with
any motion.

Mr. Graham: We have arrived at the
time being called and that has exceeded the
two hours from the time fixed for the
meeting of the House. It is not a question
of two hours being spent on the discussion
of this motion, or a whole series of motions;
it is s' matter of two hours from the time
fixed for the commencement of proceedings.

The Premier: Oh!
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Mr. Graham:- The Premier shakes his
head. Two hours after the time fixed for
the meeting of the House means that the
expiry time is a quarter to eight. We have
instances tonight of the Government being
prepared to ignore Standing Orders and,
judging by the attitude of the Premier and
those about him, another Standing Order
thrown overboard will not do any harm.

Mr. Marshall: You might as well throw
the whole book overboard now, because it
is just a matter of Rafferty rules.

Mr. Graham: I have come to that con-
clusion myself. You, Mr. Speaker, have
ruled that it is quite in order to move at
this late hour, for something to be done
which should have been done two and a
half hours ago. You, ir, ruled in that
direction, did you not

Mr. Speaker: The pqsition is that we
have been dealing with points of order
since the commencement of the sitting, and
this motion has not been brought before
the Chair for that reason. The stage has
now arrived 'when the motion would have
been proceeded with, but the Premier has
not had an opportunity to extend the time.
The words to which I draw the attention
of the House are, "unless otherwise ord-
ered." The other thing to remember is
that points of order take precedence before
the Chair, and therefore the time for dis-
cussing the motion has not been extended.

Dissent from Speaker's Ruling.

Mr. Graham: If you are so ruling, Mr.
Speaker, I move--

That the House dissent from tbe Speaker's
ruling.

The Attorney General: Why? You might
just as well waste time on this matter as
on any other.

Mr. Graham: This is not a question of
wasting time; even a schoolboy could inter-
pret that Standing Order.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: The Attorney General
should he the last one to say that we are
trying to ride roughshod over the rules.

Mr. Graham: The Attorney General will
say anything. Mr. Speaker, you will re-
call that there have been occasions when
we have spent 30 and 40 minutes-this was
during the coal strike-asking, and the
G-overnment answering, questions, and the

period taken up for that was included in
the time. This Standing Order is auto-
matic. We cease discussions on motions at
a quarter to eight unless at that time a mo-
tion is moved to extend the period.

The Premier: How can we cease if we
did not start?

Mfr. Rodoreda: It cannot start now; it is
past the tune.

Mr. Graham: The point is that the
Standing Order does not say that a period
of two hours shall be devoted to consider-
ation of motions. It says that motions may
not he "discussed beyond two hours after
the commencement of the sitting.

The Attorney General: Unless otherwise
ordered.

Mr. Graham: Yes, unless otherwise ord-
ered. But the two hours expired and it
was not ordered.

The Attorney General: It is going to be
ordered now; exactly]I

Mr. Marshall: You are a humbling lot
of Bumbles, the whole lot of you.

Mr. Graham: What is the reason or the
purpose for two hours being mentioned in
the Standing Orders? Why have any
period stipulated, because apparently it
can be moved ten hours afterwardsg It
has now been done four and a half hours
af terwards.

Hon. A. RI. G. Hawke:- Bushranging I
Mr. Graham: It is making the Standing

Orders look absolutely ridiculous. I know
what the set-up was. The Government is
determined to abandon the Standing
Orders, and whether it takes all tonight
and all day tomorrow, by hook or by crook,
even to the extent of taking someone out
of the Services to travel 60 miles down here,
it is determined that this legislation must
be forced through and no obstacle or im-
pediment is going tvo stand in the way of
the Government's determination. It is diffi-
cult for me to express myself as I would
like on this Standing Order without incur-
ring your displeasure, Sir.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: You can always
withdraw.

Mr. Graham: I notice that the member
for Gerald ton is in his seat ready to inform
me when I should be a little more courteous
to you in your exalted position. -On pre-
vious occasions tonight when we have had
disagreement on the Standing Orders, and
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indeed on other occasions, perhaps there
has been some room for doubt, becauee to
some extent the argument has been based
on practice followed. It may be suggested
that there are or could be two points of
view, but this Standing Order is. crystal
clear. I shall read it again. It says-

If all motions sball not have been disposed
of two hours after the time fixed for the
meeting of the House the debate thereon
shall be adjourned.

Mr. May: Unless otherwise ordered.

Mr. Graham: Yes, unless otherwise ord-
ered, at the expiration of those two hours
from the time the House met. Otherwise,
we might as well order it be in a month's
time, or any other period. What is the
purpose of those two hours? What is the
purpose of the Standing Order; that auto-
natically motions are to be interrupted, and
it is only by deliberate action on the part
of this House, at the expiration of two
hours, that motions may be further dis-
cussed I That action was not taken; n
motion was put to the House or arced to
by it. Therefore, that procedure not hav-
ing been followed, the debate on motions
shall be adjourned and the Orders of the
flay taken in rotation. That is the Proced-
ure, Mr. Speaker, because at the expiration
of the two hours no order was made. Once
again I am making an appeal, probably
fruitless, in view of our earlier experience,
to private members, at least to have some
regard for the Standing Orders of this
House.

During the last few weeks we have re-
versed all the intentions, practices and the
explicit wording of Standing Orders to a
degree that I never for one moment would
have envisaged I would see if my parlia-
mentary life were extended too a period of
40 years. To suit the convenience of the
Government, irrespective of what -is ex-
pressed~ in the Standing Orders, the Gov-
ernment intends to insist that an opposite
course he taken. It requires no words of
mine nor those of any other member who
has passed the first standard at school and
has a mind that enables him to think, to
establish the fact that the Standing Order
in question is explicit and dlear.

The Minister for Housing: I think you
should read it quietly at your leisure.

Mr. Grahaln: I have read and re-read it,
not only to members bet previously. I
would like the Minister to tell me what
the words "two hours" mean."

Eon. J. B. Sleeman: Just 120 minutes.
Mr. Graham: It clearly means that after.

two hours have elapsed from the time for
the meeting of the House, 4.30 p.m., which
brings the two-hour period to 7.45 p.m.,
the, debate on notices of motion shall auto-
matically cease.
IThe Mlinister for Education: But it bad

not' started!
Mr. Rodoreda: What does that matter?
The Minister for Education: How can

something he stopped that has not started!
Mr. Graham: The Standing Order is

clear that the motion cannot be discussed
beyond that time.

The Pram ii~: Unless otherwise ordered.

Mr. Graham: If answers to questions bad
continued until 7.45 p.m. then,/ irraopeetive
of how many notices of motion were on
the notice paper, they could not be dis-
cussed unless at the expiration -of the
period of two hours the necessary action
was taken and the House ,had agreed to
extend the time for discussion. The
Standing Order is perfectly clear in that
regard and the Government should respect
it instead of endeavouriug to make some
paltry excuse to justify its action. Why
does it not come straight out and say, "We
are not concerned with what the Standing
Orders provide. We are determined to
follow a certain course and as for rulings
anid principle and practice, wre care nothing
for them because we are determined that
before the House rises we will put this
proposition through?"

Mr. Speaker: Is there any seconder to
the motion?

Hon. A. R. G. Hatke: Yes, I second it.
I recollect the procedure that has been
followed previously, in this House on pri-
vate memubers' days. When at 7.45 p.m.
some member has been speaking in con-
nection with whatever matter was before
the House, you Mr. Speaker have called
him to order and have indicated that the.
time for consideration of notices of motion
had elapsed. Thereupon, and immediately,
the Premier has moved if it has been the
desire of the Government so to do, that
the time for consideration of notices of
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motion be extended. The motion has been
put to the House and invariably it 9A~ been
eanied, meeting with no apposition what-
ever. Therefore the procedure followed in
the past in connection with Standing Order
218 is well defined and ivell know~n. Thene
has never been any variation of that
practice so long as there have been notices
,of motion for discussion on private mem-
bers' day, and when, it then being 7.45
p.m., any such matter has still been under
discussion.

The Minister for Railways: Cannot you
recollect instances when the discussion has
gone beyond 7.45 p.m. before it was
noticed, and then the motion for extension
was moved? I can certainly do so.

Ron. A. R1. G. Hawke: There may have
been instances where no-one has noticed
the fact that it was 7.45 p.m.; but when
it was realised, then it was necessary to
move the requisite motion.

The Minister for Housing: What hap-
pens to all speeches that have been deliv-
ered after 7.45 p.m.? Are they to. be
wiped out of "'Hansard"?

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: What is the point in
that interjection?

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: If through an
oversight the debate on a motion goes be-
yond 7.45 p.m., that is just too bad. No-
one can do anything about it. What has
taken place in the House up till the time
some member noticed the position, is offi-
cially recorded as .having occurred. That,
however, is not the position tonight, which
is that the 'Premier is endeavouring to
start a discussion, or to continue one, in
respect of a notice 4 motion at 10.30 p.m.,
when objection had been raised by a mem-
ber on the basis of the wording of Stand-
itng Order 218. Now that the objection
has been taken, I think we are bound to
adhere strictly to the provisions of that
Standing Order. If at 10.30 p.m. no mem-
her, when the Premier raised the discus-
sion on this notice of motion, had objected.
obviously the Premier would have eon-
finned, just as may have happened on
private members' day when debates have
proceeded beyond 7.45 p.m. without any
motion having been put and carried to
enable such debates to be continued. Thus
there is no true* coloparison to be drawn
at all on the Basis of the interjection by
the Minister for Railways regarding what

happened on previous occasions without
any motion having been carried to extend
the time for discussions on motions.

Hon. A. H. Panton: That is a reflection
on the Speaker.

Hon. A. B. G. Hawke: Standing Order
218 is clear. It reads--

If all motions shall Dot have been dis-
posed of two hours after the time fixed for
the meeting of the House...
It does not say anything about the debate
hasing to be started. As you are aware,
Sir, or as I hope you are aware, all motions
today were not disposed of two hours after
the meeting of the House. Therefore, be-
cause they were not, the debate thereon
shall be adjourned, unless otherwise pro-
vided. I notice that you, Mr. Speaker, in
your ruling-and later on in trying to pad
it in order to make it look more respect-
able--grabbed with both hands the words
,,unless otherwise ordered," indicating
that you could save your ruling on the
basis of those words. But surely those
words, "unless otherwise ordered," can
be interpreted only in one way and that
is, "unless otherwise ordered at a quarter
to eight," which is two hours after the
House meets. If my interpretation of
those words is incorrect then the Standing
Order has no intelligent meaning. Allow
me to read the Standing Order, without
breaking into any part of it-

If all motions shall not have been disposed
of two hours after the tine fixed for the
meeting of the Hops, the debate thereon
shall be adjourned, unless otherwise ordered.

Is it not clear beyond any shadow of doubt
that debate upon notices of motion shall
cease two hours after the meeting of the
House, unless otherwise ordered at a quar-
ter to eight that debate on them may con-
tinue? I am positive that if the Minister
for Housing intervenes in this debate, he
will find it even more difficult aua more
uneo'mortable to justify your ruling on
this motion than he did to justify your
ruling on the previous one.

The Minister for Housing: I think this
is fairly easy.

Hon. A. Rt. G. Hawke: I have no doubt
it would be fairly easy for the Mlinister
for Housing to make a speech about it,
just as it was easy for the member for
Albany to make a speech on a previous
ruling; but there is a great difference be-
tween finding it easy to make a speech
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about a matter and making a speech which
is relevant, and does not try to bury under
a mass of words the central fact of the
question under discussion.

The Minister for Housing: Yes. I must
admit I talk too long. It is one of my
defects.

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: I would not say
that the Minister for Housing talks too
much. I think there is an altogether definite
weakness in his speeches or in most of
them.

The Minister for Housing: That might
be felt by those they are addressed to.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: If you, Sir, insist
on your ruling on this Standing Order and
your ruling is upheld by a majority of
members, then I think Opposition members
might as well adopt any procedure here
which they think fit, irrespective of the
Standing Orders and irrespective of the
rules, procedure and customs of the House.
We members of the Opposition could jump
into this game of Rafferty rules equally
with members on the Government side and
allow the House to become an uncontrolled

?hbble, which is about the stage it has
reached tonight so far as the Governinent
is concerned. As the Premier failed to
move at a quarter to eight that -the time
for the consideration of notices of motion
be extended, it is impossible f or them to
be considered after that time. Therefore,
if you insist on maintaining your ruling,
then Rafferty rules can be the rule of the
road.

Mr. Speaker: Before I put the motion, I
wish to add a few words to what I have
already said. Standing *Order 141 deals
with points of order and matters of privi-
lege. It provides-

All points of order and matters of privi-
lege at any time arising shall, until decided,
suspend the consideration of the question
under discussion.

The Premier was unable to move a motion
to extend the time for notices of motion
and therefore the matter was suspended.

The Minister for Education: At first
sight one might be prepared to agree that
there is some substance in the argument
raised by the member for East Perth; but,
unfortunately, on a careful examination of
the Standing Order, one finds that although
it is easy to make usqe of a portion of it, as
the hon. member has capably done from his

own point of view, that is not a reasona
way to interpret any Standing Order.
suggest that the House consider Stand&
Order 218 from a somewhat different an
for a moment in order to ascertain wJ
circumstances must have arisen beore
could be applied. It says-

If all motions shall not have been dispo
of two hours after the time fxed forI
meeting of the House, the debate thereon

That is, the debate on the motion.
... shall be adjouned.

How can something be adjourned wh
has not yet commenced? That is the po
which must be looked into or at least it
one of the points, because obviously it
impossible to adjourn a debate which I
not been started. The House can adjon
but the debate cannot he adjourned, as
has not started. It must last some smarts
able period of time, short though it ia
be, before it can be adjourned.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Have you not kno
of a meeting being called for one dayE
not openedl

The Minister for Education: I am
discussing a meeting, but the question
how a motion which has not yet been
bated can be adjourhied. There can be
debate until a motion has been moved.
everybody know;, there was no debate
cause there was no motion moved;r
there was no motion moved because ME
hers on the other side of the House saw
to take up with you, Mr. Speaker, the qu
tion of the correctness of certain ruin
9ou had given.

Mr. Graham: Explain that two hours!

The Minister for Education: Thet
hours do not come into it so far as I
concerned, because the Standing Order o.
not have application unless the motion I
started. It cannot have application beea
the words used are "the debate thereon'
that is the debate on the motion-"shall
adjouTned."1 Therefore the Standing On
cannot have application at all unless th
is some debate to adjourn; and there- v
no debate this evening. That is the viem
hold. I have been looking at this for a Ic
time, and I do not think that is capable
being taken as anything else than a reasi
able outlook on the business.

But leaving that question aside for
moment, and for the purposes of argues'
-and for no other purpose-assuming t]
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it is not the paint of view that should be
taken, then I ask you how was it possible
for the Premier to move this motion at
7.45? His motion was not before the Chair.
Had it been before the Chair, by force of
the Standing Order the debate would have
stopped unless there was a motion for ex-
tension. But it was not before the Chair;
therefore the debate could not stop, because
it had not been started. So you, Sir, could
soat rise up as you would customarily do
tand stop the debate, because the Standing
Order up to that point would have adjourn-
3d it if applied, and ask if somebody pro-
posed to move for an extension of time.

Mr. Graham: You forget that the item
iad been called.

The Minister for Education: But it had
iever been moved.

Mr. Graham: It was before the House.
The Minister for Education: It had

kever been moved, because members of the
)pposition had taken other lines of action.

amn not gainsaying their right to do that.
)o not imagine that for one moment. The
ightis there, however much I may disagree
rith its use. I do not question that point
I all; but I do say the motion had never
'een moved; and, in consequence, the Stand-
ag Order which normally applies -when a
iotion is before the Chair at 7.45 could
ot apply in this cae.

But I would also ask members to
nagine that it was absolutely essential at
.45 O'clock and not one little tiny bit later
or the Premier, or some other person,
)ove that the time be extended, with which
f course I entirely disagree, and I am
nly making use of the point mentioned by
ie member for East Perth. How could that
e done, I enquire, when the member for
'ast Perth started speaking on a disagree-
ient with the Speaker's ruling at 36 min-
Les past seven and finished at eight min-
tes past eight? What justification was
)ere for anybody-except on a point of
rder, or to e'all for a quorum, or to ask
jat the words of a speaker be taken down
-to rise up during the course of the oh-
rvations of the member for East Perth to
ove that the time for motions be extended,
hen he was dealing with a disagreement
ith the Speaker's ruling which was based
s the argument that the 're was no motion
ghttfully able to be brought before this
ouse

Mr. Graham: Speakers have been inttr-
rap ted before today.

The Minister for Education: I merely
suggest that for the consideration of mnem-
bers. As I said earlier, my main contention
is that Standing Order 218 is not applic-
able in this case because there was no mo-
tion before the House. Therefore, it could
not be adjourned by force of the Standing
Order; and I have nlo doubt nOW that your
attitude in the miatter, Mr. Speaker, is
wholly correct

.Hon. A. H. Panton: There is no doubt
how the alert brain of a lawyer can twist
things about.

The Minister for Educatidh: I have
twisted nothing about. A lot of twisting
abouit has been done, not by you but by
some of your friends,

Hon. A. H. Panton: We will agree to dis-
agree on that, I disagree with the Minis-
ter 'a argument that the Standing Order
,does not say anything about motions. It
begins-

If Cal motions sha~l not have been disposed
of.

The Minister dealt with a hypothetical ease.
Let me do the same. Let us assume there
were two or three motions on the notice
paper, which is often the case, and that
one was debated.

The Minister for Education: Only one
can be before the Chair at once.

Hon. A. H. Panton: I did not interrupt
the Minister.

The Minister for Education: I admit that.

Hlon. A. H. Panton: I want to submit
a hypothetical case. Not that I think it
will carry any weight, because the majority
is on that side of the House. But I am en-
titled to have a say on the matter. Sup-
pose there were two or three motions on
the notice paper, and we debated the first
one, and at a quarter to eight we finished
it; or say that the debate was adjourned at
161 or 17 minutes to eight and there was
another motion to be submitted. I suggest
that at that stage there would be no motion
befodre the Chair; and you, Si;, would
rightly say that, seeing there was another
motion on the notice paper, the time for
motions had expired and there would have
to he an extension. I think the Minister
would agree with that. At that stage there
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would be no motion before the Chair, be-
cause we would already have disposed of
the one we had been discussing. Conse-
quently before the next motion was called
the Speaker would direct the attention of
the House to the fact that the time for
motions had elapsed and it would be neces-
sary for a member of the Government, or
somebody else, to move an extension of
time. I submit that hypothetical case to
show that it is not necessary to have a
motion before the Chair.

The Premier: But we are discussing
mnotions. We have finished one and are
going on to another.

Hon. A. H. Panton; The Minister for
Education does not agree with that. He
said there was no motion before the Chair
because we prevented the Premier from
moving it.

The Minister for Education: There was
a motion to disagree with the Speaker's
ruling, of course. We are in agreement
about that.

Hon. A. H. Panton: I am talking only
-about motions on the notice paper. My con-
tention is that it is not necessary to have
a motion before the Chair. It is possible
to decide the fate of one motion a few
minu~es before 7.45 and then there would
ha no other motion before the Chair- But
I venture to say the Speaker would rise
and say that the time for motions had ex-
pired and he would be justified under the
'Standing Order in doing so. What hap-
pened after that would be another matter.
No doubt, whether it was a Government
motion or not, ordinary courtesy would
lead to a move for an extension of time
and the Hfouse would automatically agree.
The only question we have before us now
is whether the Premier* is in order in mov-
ing for an extension of time at this late
stage. There is no occasion for a motion
to be before the Chair. It is quite easy
for the Speaker or Deputy Speaker to rise
and point out at 7.45 that the time for
motions has expired.

'Ar. Hegney: I entirely agree with the re-
marks of the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion in his interpretation of Standing Order
218. I do not propose to read it, because he
has already done so, and be impressed on
the House the interpretation which I think
is the correct one. I, have repeatedly heard,
on Wednesday evenings, the Speaker draw

the attention of the House to the time. At
7.45 p.m. he invariably looks at the clock
and indicates that the time for motions has
expired. The Speaker's reference to Stand.
ing Order 141 in my view has no force to
support his interpretation. The Standing
Order provides--

All Questions of Order and matters of
Privilege at any time arising shall, until de-
cided, suspend the consideration and decision
of every other Question.

If you, Mr. Speaker, used that as an argu-
ment, a question must have been under dis-
cussion, hut the Minister for Education en-
deavoured to establish that it was not actu-
ally under discussion. You also, Mr. Speaker,
suggested that the Standing Order was sub-
ject to the words "unless otherwise ordered."
I submit definitely that the time for the
House to order otherwise is 7.45 p.m., and
not 11 o'clock.

The Attorney General: Why?

Mr. Hegney: Because the Standing Order
refers to all motions not dealt with two
ho-ars after the House commences its sitting:
That is not two hours after the discussion
commences on a particular motion. What
would he the position if two or three motions
had preceded the Premier's? Would it
make any difference? I have no doubt that
the Speaker would have indicated at 7.45
that the time for dealing -with motions had
expired. As far as the point of order is
concerned, there must have been some specific
motion or subject before the House for it
to be taken. A point of order in respect
of disagreeing with the Chairman's ruling,
must have its basis in a motion before the
Chair. Standing Order No. 218 ii very
definite., Let us look at the notice paper.
The House has decided that this is a private
motion and not a Government one.

The position has now arisen that whereas
the member for Geraldton, the member for
Middle Swan and many others, have taken
steps to place notices of motion on the notice
paper, they may not have another oppor-
tunity of discussing them. If the motion
sulbmitted by the Premier is not of a Govern-
ment nature, why should it take preference
over the motion dealing with the develop-
ment of the North-West of the State, moved
by the member for Geraldton, and that deal-
ing with pigswill, moved by the member for
Middle Swan? The Premier introduced, the
motion and the House has decided that it is

a
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a private matter. I say it should be rele-
gated to the business of another day. We
get back to the point that apparently any
method will be used by the Government, in-
eluding the silencing of all its supporters-
both sections--in order to have this motion
passed this evening or some time tomorrow.

If the motion is of a Government nature,
the Premier should have said so and you,
Mr. Speaker, would not have been put in the
invidious position in which you have found
yourself more than once this evening. There
must have been a question before the Chair
before the point of order could be taken.
The Minister for Education said there was
no actual commencement of the debate on
the motion, yet the House divided on the
question of disagreeing with your ruling,
Sir, so there must have been a question be-
fore the Chair. In the interests of private
members, Z have no course to follow except
to disagree with your ruling, and appeal to
members of the Country Party, although
some of them may hope to be leaving fbr
the Commontwealth Parliament shortly, to
ensure that the rights of members of this
House are preserved.

H~on. J. T. Tonkin-, I have no alternative
but to disagree with your -ruling, Mr.
Speaker, because T think it is quite contrary
to the intention of the Standing Orders.
Standing Order 21R provides a limited time
of two hours in which to dispose of notices
of motion, unless it is otlerwis4e ordered;
unless attention is given to the matter when
that period has qiapsed. If that had not
been the intention, more than two hours
would have been provided for the disposal
of motions. It is implied that at the end
of the two-hour period we have to decide.
whether the discussion is to continue, or
whether the motions are to be adjourned.
If we did not do that, but ivaited for three
or four hours, then we would have allowed
more than two hours for disposing of
motions. That would be contrary to the
intention of the Standing Order. I listened
to the argument advanced by the Minister
for Education because I had carefully con-
sidered that aspect myself. I finally tame
to the conclusion that there was not much
substance in the argument for the reason
which has already been advanced by the
member for Leederville.

If we had two noties of motion on the
notice paper and at a quarter to eight,

two hours after the sitting had commenced,
we finished the discussion on the first motion
and it was adjourned, or we disposed of
it, there would be no discussion in progress
on the second motion, and yet, unless a
motion were moved to extend the time, the
discussion on notices of motion would be
adjourned. It is idle for the Minister for
Education to say 'we cannot adjourn a thing
if we have not commenced it. If the Gov-
ernment decided it was going to allow only
two hours for discussing notices of motion
and the full two hours were taken up in
disposing of the first notice of motion, even
though the second notice of motion was not
being discussed at the time, it would auto-
matically be adjourned unless a motion
wrere moved that time should be extended.
If it can he done in that way, it can be
done with a single motion, discussion on
which has not commenced.

I have obtained a dictionary in order to,
ascertain clearly whether there is any par-
ticular meaning of the word "adjourn'"
which requires it to apply to something that
is in progress. I find there is no such mean-
ing. The word means to put off or defer
to another day or to a later period. That
does not mean that we have to start a thing
before we can put it off. We might bet-
ready to start and then decide not to go
ahead but rather to defer it. That can he
done in the case of a discussion or a meet-
ing. I have no dIoubt, Sir, that you have
had experience Of a meeting being called
and insufficient people turning up to make
it worthwhile holding the meeting. When
that has happened, I am sure you have seen
a meeting adjourned to a later day. There
have been cases listed in the law courts
for a certain day but, without their being
dealt with, they have been adjourned sine
die. A matter can be deferred or post-
poned if We are not ready to proceed. The
Standing- Order does not say the matter
must be under discussion or that we must
have commenced talking about it.

The other evening the Minister for Edu-
cation sought leave to make a statement to-
the House on a Wednesday-private mem-
bers' day-with -regard to the Transport
Board. I submit that if he bad commenced
making his statement and had asked fait
permission, before a notice of motion had
been disposed of, be could quite conceivably-
have taken up all the time provided foi the

dl
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discussion of notices of motion and,
athough discussion on those notices of
motion was not in progress, those items'
would automatically have been adjourned
unless the Premier had moved that the time
f or their discussion be extended. I think
we are in this predicament because of a
lapse on your part, Sir, if I may say so.
My recollection is that invariably, on pri-
vate members' nights, when members are
,on their feet discussing notices of motion,
you rise from your Chair at the appro-
priate time, call members to order and draw
the attention of the Premier to the fact
that- the time for the discussion of notices
of motion has expired. You interrupt the
speaker for that purpose and the Premier
then moves-in the middle of the member's
speech-that the time be extended.

It was open to you to do that at a quarter
to eight this evening, when we were discuss-
ing something else. It was incumbent upon
you at that stage to draw the Premier's
attention to the fact that the two hours
provided for discussing notices of motion
had expired. The fact is that after the
two hours had elapsed the motion on the
notice paper had not been disposed of and,
according to our Standing Orders, no fur-
ther time was provided for dealing with
motions unless the House otherwise ordered.
You did not draw the Premier's attention
to" that fact-

Mr. Speaker: Under Standing Order 141
I Could not do so.

Ron. 3. T. Tonkin: Do you say, Sir, that
you are denied the right of rising in your
place at any time and calling the House
to order and. drawing attention to some-
thing that is required by the Standing
OrdersI You could cause me to resume my
seat now, if you desired to do so, on any
pretext whatever. It is open to you at any
time to cause the debate to cease and 'to
make a statement about anything. You
,could have done that.

Mr. Speaker: Will the hon. member re-
sume his seat9 Standing Order 141 pre-
eludes me from interrupting a point of
order for any purpose, and it governs that
other Standing Order.

Zion. 3. T. Tonkin: But you have just
done it, because I am speaking now on
dissent from your ruling on a point of
order, and you have just interrupted me
in order to explain your position. Why

could you not have done that at a quarter
to eight, iute rrupting the speaker who was
on his feet?

M1r. Speaker: I have explained that
Standing Order 141 takes precedence over
the other matters, and if I had done as
the hon. member says it would have meant
that the point of order was abandoned be-
cause all motions had to cease, or some word-
ing; of that kind.

fHon. J. T. Tonkin: I will not attempt to
disagree with that, Sir, although I cannot
see the substance of it. It seems to me that
unless something is done to provide addi-
tional time for the disposal of notices of
motion, they arc automatically adjourned
at the expiration of the two hours. If the
Standing Order means anything, it means
that, but if it is open to anybody to move
for an extension of time, three or four

-hours afterwards, how can the ime be
limited to two hours? There was an ex-
ample on the 24th August, when the Minis-
ter made a statement. He might have made
a statement occupying the whole of the
time available to members, or the whole
of the time -remaining within the two hours
for the discussion of notices of motion.
Had he done so and had the Government
net been prepared to move for an extension
of time, within the two hours, the notices
of motion would automatically have been
adjourned, despite the fact that no discus-
sion on them -was in progress.

It is perfectly elear-"jIf all motions
shall not have been disposed of." it does
not say they must have been discussed;, they
might have been on the notice paper and
not touched. The Standing Order states
"If they have not been disposed of after
the time fixed, the debate thereon shall he
adjourned." That mcanns two hours after
the time fixed for the meeting of the House.
When do we decide that it will be ad-
journedl Two hours after the time fixed
or any old time after that? I think the
language is perfectly clear.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: It is specific, like
the Transport Board in its three years ap-
poinatment.

TIon. J. T. Tonkin: Two hours after the,
time fixed brings us, beesause of our start-
ing time, to 7.45 p.m. Therefore the Stand-
ing Order can be read this way-

1839
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If all motions shall not have bees disposed
of by 7.45 the debate thereon shall be ad-
journed, unless otherwise ordered.
As there was no ordering otherwise at 7.45,
the motions are automatically adjourned.
It is mandatory; it does not say they may be
adjourned, it says they shall be adjourned
if they have not been disposed of two hours
after the commencement of the sitting. The
notice of motion on the notice paper today
was not disposed of and it matters little
whether it was, discussed or whether it was
still on the notice paper. It was not dis-
posed of by 7A45 p.m., and as no steps
were taken to provide for the extension of
time the debates on the motion were auto-
matically adjourned.

So we get to this stage: If the Standing
Orders are to be interpreted in a way which
suits the flnvernment, but without regard
to their -real intention, then the sooner we
scrap them the better it will be because
we are only playing the fool. We will
have rules by which we have to abide when
it suits the Government that we shall do so.
and we shall not abide by them when it
suits the Government to do otherwise. If
there is anything calculated to bring rules
into contempt it is dealing with them loosely
in that way. Anybody who has had any-
thing to do with disciplining children or
adults knows that the first essential, if one
has rules, is to have those 'roles firmly
applied and not to vary them. As soon
as, we commence to vary rules then there
ino possibility of maintaining discipine.

T can well imagine what would happen in
the Army for example if the offier in charge
were permitted to vary the orders which
are printed for the ranks or for subordinate
officers. He dare not do it. He would have
to s.tick hard and fast to the letter of the
rules set out if he wished to maintain dis-
cipline. That is the only way to pre-
vent this Parliament from becoming a
rabble. We must adhere to the rules which
we draw up for the purpose and which arc
there for our guidance.

r.Mrhl: After the last decision
You needn't talk about rabbles.

Hon. J. T. 'Tonkin: What would happen
in any meeting if the chairman permitted
those present to ride rough shod over the
mules of debate. They cannot be varied

to suit one individual person. Certain
rules setting out the proper conduct are
laid down. Whilst those rules are made in
printed form and accepted, they should be
adhered to end their interpretation should
not he varied to suit the needs of the
moment. That is what has been happening
here tonight. How can we justify ourselves
as a deliberative Assembly if we are going
to treat our own rules in that fashion?

The only argument used by the Minister
for Education was that we could not
adjourn something that we had not com-
menced. I think I have shown that we can
do that. The member for Leederville used
an illustration and I used one myself. The
illustration was that if there was more than
one notice of motion on the notice paper
and the discussion of the first one finished
at 7.45, then further discussion of notices
of motion would be adjourned even though
we were not at the time discussing any par-
ticular notice of motion. So, there is no,
substance in the argument that because the
debate on the motion had not been com-
menced we could not adjourn it. As the
Minister for Education did not advance any
other argument I must conclude that he
did not have any others. The argument
that he used did not have any substance,
so how can he now adhere to the point of
view that he originally held9 I trust, Sir,
that the House wrill decide to uphold its
own rules, and a proper interpretation of
them, and not just accept the interpretation
which suits it at the time.

I understand that one of the reasons for
the almost continuous trouble in the Chamn-
ber of Deputies in France is because they
do this sort of thing and do Dot adhere to
their rules. They interpret them as it hap-
pens to suit the particular clique in power
at the time. Whilst we have always
had reasonable discipline and conduct in
this House it cannot continue if we allow
his sort of thing to develop because the
upshot of it will he that all members will
hold the Standing Orders in complete con-
tempt. I feel, Sir, that you must have no-
ticed that idea developing in recent times.

Hon. A. RI. G. Hawke: It developed to-
night with the member foe Geraldton.

Ron. J. T. Tonltin: Every time these
Standing Orders are broken or interpreted
contrary to the way in which they shouldf
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be we take a step further towards the time
when we will have no regard for them at
all and we will hold them in complete con-
tempt.

Mr. Marshall: And be like all other Par-
liaments in the Commonwealth.

Mr. Graham: We are getting pretty close
to it now.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: That is a most un-
desirable state of affairs. I trust, Mr.
Speaker, that when this is put to the vote
there will be sufficient members who are
prepared to indicate that the Standing Or-
ders mean what they say and ought to be
so interpreted.

Mr. Fox: Every member, when he en-
ters this Rouse, takes an oath that hie will
carry out the laws of the country and I con-
tend that the Standing Orders are part of
those laws. I consider that the Government
is committing a rave breach of the laws
of the land if, as a matter of expediency,
it sets the Standing Orders at nought and
carries something simply because it desires
it to be carried. Anybody with an elemen-
tary knowledge of the English language
can interpret the Standing Orders as writ-
ten. There is not the slightest doubt that
the members ion this side of the House have
interpreted them correctly but I would like
to hear from the legal members on the Gov-
erment side.

The Minister for Housing: I have been
waiting for at chance to speak.

Mr. Fox: The Minister does not want a
chance. If I went to him as a lawyer and
asked him to give me ant interpretation of
that Standing Order, or even if I asked
the member for Nedlands, I am quite sure
the answer I would receive would be in
conformity *with the views expressed by
every member on this side of the House.

The Minister for Housing: I will give the
hon. member an interpretation..

Mr. Fox: I am anxibusly waiting for the
Minister for Housing to get on his feet be-
cause I have respect for any opinion that
he rney~give.

The Minister for Housing: I will give the
hon. member the best I can.

Mr. Fox: I hope the Minister gives it
from his heart. I know from my experience
as a union secretary that if I went to half-

~a-dozen lawyers to obtain an opinion on a
certain question I would probably receive
half-a-dozen different interpretations, hut
this Standing Order, even if it is recon-
structed, would read the same as it is now
written and would be just as clear. It could
be made to read-

Unless otherwise ordered, motions tha*
have not been disposed of two hours after
the time fixed for the meeting of the House,
the debate shall be adjourned.

In that way it would be just as plain as it
is now and it really means that if a motiont
has not been moved to extend the time for
the hearing of motions at a quarter to
eight then the debate automatically lapses.
I would like to hear the opinion of the Min-
ister for Housing on the Standing Order.

Hon. A. H. Pan ton: They bring the Min-
ister in nicely.

The Minister for Housing: Mr. Speaker,
I have listened with interest to the observa-
tions of the member for North-East Fme-
mantle, the member for Leederville, the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, and
other members who have spoken because I
am prepared to echo the words of the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle in that I
hope the House will always continue to up-
hold the Standing Orders and the propr
interpretation of them. It is a matter of
some moment that we should try to get the
real meaning of the Standing Orders and
their principle of interpretation-in fact,
there are hooks Written on interpretation.
But there arc one or two elementary prin-
ciples that an attempt shall be made to pro-
vide a reasonable working interpretation of
whatever is the subject of examination. The
interpretation shall be preferred that will
give it reasonable mieaning that will make
it work, rather than something which will
give it an absurd or less workable meaning.
Standing Order 216 commences by refer-
r~ng to "all motions," What is meant by
"(motions" is shown by the first Order in
Chapter 18, namely Order 211, which
states-

No member shall make any Motior, initist-
ing a subject for discussion, but in pursuance
of Notice openly given at a previous sitting
of the 'House, and duly entered on the Notice
Paper,

T'hen follows one exception, that is, a mo-
tion may be moved at any time for the pur-
pose of communicating a resolution to an-
other House of Parliament. But the motions

Iml
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which are referred to in standing Order 218
are the motions of which notice has been
previously given and which have been put
on the Notice Paper. Standing Order 218
refers to motions as a composite word; as
a group having reference to the motions on
the Notice Paper. It states-

If all motions have not been disposed of
two hours after the time fixed for the meet-
ing of the House, the debate thereon shall be
adjourned, unless otherwise ordered,

With a word or two left dut. it then goes
-on to say--

if there should be no Order of the Day, the
discussion on Motions may be continued.

One cannot continue a discussion on a mo-
tion until the discussion is commenced. Then
to make it still more clear as to what the
Standing Order means, it says at the foot
of the Standing Order-

The debate on Motions may be resumed
after the Orders Of thet Day are disposed of,
on Motion to that effect being put and
passed.

It seems to me, Mr. Speaker, that the whole
idea of the Standing Order is that motions
should have been reached but not disposed
of within a certain time. May I pass for a
moment to the eoniideraiion of that time?
Can we give any literal interpretation such
as has been suggested of this word? The
Standing Order reads-

if all Motions shall not have been disposed
of two hours after the time fixed for the
meeting of the House, the debate thereon
shall be adjourned, unless otherwise ordered,

If nobody happens to refer to the fact that
it is a quarter to eight bow can matters he
adjourned? The Standing Order cannot ad-
journ them. Some human person must ad-
journ them; the Speaker, the Premier or
some member must, by spoken word, pro-
pose that they should be adjourned or draw
attention to the fact that they should be
adjourned.

Air. Graham: That is what the Speaker
does.

The Minister for Housing: Yes, but in
the circumstances here it seems to me be
-was not in a position to do so because the
conditions upon which the running"of time
was to operate had not commenced to oper-
ate. The condition precedent, namely, the
commencement of a debate or discussion of
the motion had not arisen. Let us view this
rule from a commonsense, ordinary, point
of view. The whole idea of the Standing

Order, under normal conditions, where the
debate en motions has been commenced, as
has been the normal situation, is that, at a
ceertain 'hour, specified i 'or guidase, the
House shall decide whether or not the de-
hate on these motions shall continue. It
would be as absurd to say that at 14 min-
utes to 8 'the whole thing can be considered
to be adjourned and not to be dealt with as
it would be to say so three hours after the
commencement of the starting time.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: What would happen
if a member were speaking at a quarter to
eight and the Speaker drew attention to
that fact but the Premier declined to move?

The Minister for Housing: In that case, it
would be a matter under the control of the
House.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: No, the adjourn-
ment would be automatic.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: I have seen it done
in this House.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: The debate just stops.
Hon, A. H. Pantone: Unless otherwise

ordered.
The Minister for Housing: That is so.
Hon. A, H. Panton: And the Premier

did not move the motion.
The Minister for Housing: With regard

to the worthwhile point raised by the mem-
ber for North-East Fremnantle, I take it that
if the attention of the House is drawn to
the fact that it is 7.45 p.m., either by the
Speaker or some other appropriate member,
and no motion is moved to enable the debate
to continuLe, then the duty of the Speaker
is to stop the debate.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: And if no motion
to continue is movedl

The Minister for Housing: I would say
that the Speaker would rule that under the
Standing Order the debate on the motion
must stand adjourned.

Hon. J. B. Sleernan: I think if you look
lip the records, 'ou will find that that has
been done.

The Minister for Housing: I think the
Standing Order is quite cleni. It means that
guidance is given to the House as to the
length of time that must elapse when the
House must decide whether or not the con-
sideration of motions shall be continued.
Does it not mean that whether we have a
stopwatch and take the exact time, whether
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the clocks are fast or slow, and whether the
actual time is observed or not, when the at-
tention of the House is drawn to the fact
that the time has arrived at which the Stand-
ing Orders contemplate that a decision as to
continuing the debate must be reached, then
the House decides whether or not that shall
be done?

Hon. A. H. Panton: But someone has to
move.

The Minister for Housing: Quite aspart
from every other consideration, the only
workable and sensible basis of interpreta-
tion to be adopted by members who want
to see the Standing Orders work properly
is that which, attention having been drawn
to the circumstance that the two hours al-
lowed for motions have expired, requires the
House to exercise its authority and duty to
say whether the dilaste should be allowed
to continue.

Motion (dissent) put and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority against

Anss.
Mr. Blrody
Mr. Coverley
Mr. Fox M1
Mr. Graham Mi
Mr. Hawks Mi
Mr. Hegney Mi
Mr. Hoar Mi
Mr. Kelly M
1Ar. Marshall Mi
Mr. May M
Mr. Mcoulloch

Noss.
Mr. Abbott Mrt
Mr. AcklandM
Mr. Bovell If
hire. Cardell-Oliver M
Mr. Cornell I
Mri. Doney M
Mr. Graydon M
Mr. Hall M
Mr. Hill M
Mr. Leslie if
Mr. Mann M

21
22
1

r. Needhamn
r. Nelsen
r. -Oliver
,. Peton
r. Reynolds
r. Sleeman
r. Styants
r. Tonkin

r. Triat
r. Rodoreda

r.
r.
V.

V.

V.

1.

V.

F.

r.
V.

V.

McDonald
McLarty
Murray
Maid er
Nismmo
Perkins
Seward
Watts
Wild
Yates
Brad

(Tler.)

Motion thus negatived.

Debate Resumned.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is: That
the time for consideration of notices of
motion he extended.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes . .. . 22
Noes . .. . .. 21

Majority for . .. 1

Mr. AbbottMr. Ackland
Mr. Haven
Mrs .Ordell-Olvar
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Donny
Mr. Graydon
Mr. Hall
Mr. Bill
Mr. Leslie
Mr. Mann

Ann.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Air.

Mr.
Mr.

NOES.
Mr. Brady Mr.
Mr. Covericy Mr.
Mr. Fox Mr.
Mr. Graham Mr.
Mr. Hawk. Mr.
Mr. Holmns, Mr.
Mr. Hoar Mr.
Mr. Kelly Mr.
Mr. Marshall Mr.
Mr. May Mr.
Mr. McCulloch

Question thus passed.

McDonald
MeLarty
Murray

Nimmoc
Perkins
Seward
Wates
Wild
Yates
Brand

Need ham
Nelson

Portion
Reynolds
Biomnass
Strautss
Tonkin
Triat
Itodoreds

(Tall.,.>

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION-
As to Time-Limit for Debates.

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. MeLarty-.
Mulrray-W6ilington) [11.50]: 1 move-

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is necessary to enable this
House hereby to direct that, in connection
with the subjects indicated hereunder, the
several debates shall be concluded, and the
several questions and consequent procedure
shall be put, without amendment or debate,
as follows:-

Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure,.
Consolidated Revenue Fund, 1949-1950, at 9
p.m. on Tuesday, 20th September.

Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure,
State Trading Concerns, 1949-1950, at 9 p.m..
on Thursday, 22nd September.

Estimates of Expenditure from General
Loan Fund, 1949-1950, at 9 p.m. on Tuesday,
27th September; -and Appropriation Bill,
1949, through all stages, at 11 p.m. on Tues-
day, 27th September.

Mr. Rodoreda: I do not think you can
do yourself justice at this hour of the niht

The PREMIER: I think I will satisfy
the hion. member.

Mr. Graham: I do not believe you think
it.

The PREMIER: I regret the necessity,
for this motion.

Opposition members: Oh!
Mr. Rodoreda: Talk about

tears!
crocodile

*The PREMIER: I make no apology for
the action which the Government feels im-
pelled to take.

Mr. Graham: And we expect none, either..
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The PREMIER: I know that members
in the past have enjoyed the privilege of
unrestricted debate.

Mr. Graham: Ye;, in the past.

The PREMIER:. You, Mr. Speaker, know
there have been occasions when the closure
has been applied.

Mr. Graham: Not on occasions like this,
though.

The PREMIER: Despite the fact that
members have enjoyed these privileges in
the past, I do not consider they are en-
titled to abuse them now. I think the
Government is justified in protecting the
State from both a waste of time and money.

Mr. Graham: What are you doing nowI
Hon. S. T. Tonkin: Was the Government

justified in cutting out the Address-in-reply?
The PRE'MIER: I shalt deal with that

as I proceed, and I think I shall prove even
to the satisfaction of the member for North-
East Fremantle that he has had all the time
he required to ventilate his grievances in
this House.

Mr. Graham:- In the past.

Hon. A. H. Panton: A man in your con-
dition might go off if he loses his temper.

The PREMIER: Do not be concerned
about me.

Hon. A. H. Fenton: I would hate the
House to be adjourned because of that.

The PREInER: I am grateful to the
hon. member for his interest. If the motion
is passed, as I hope it will be, it will not
in my opinion curtail to any extent legiti-
mate debate which will take place on the
Estimates-

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Who is to decide
what is legitimate?

The PREMIER: I said last night, and
I repeat, that members have already takeil
47 hours on the general debate.

Mr. Graham: That is your fault.

The PRE"MIER: Of course it is not.

Mr. Graham:- Well, it is Frank Downing's
fault.

The PREMIER: I expect rubbish from
the member for East Perth.

Mr. Graham: We are certainly getting
it from you.

Mr. SPEARER: Order!

The PREMIER: Leb me repeat, whether
it hurts or not, that 47 hours have already
been taken on the debate on the Estiites;
and last night seven hours more were taken
on the items of my department, so up to
the present 54 hours have been taken by
members on the 'debate.

Mr. Brady: How long was taken on the
Address- in-replyI

The PREMIER: I will tell the hon. mem-
ber something about the Address-in-reply
in a few minutes.

Mr. Brady: Tell us about the Constitu-
tiom Acts while you are on the subject.

The PREMIER: I have been a member
for just about 20 years.

Mr. Graham: Twenty years too long.
The PREMIER: I knew that would give

someone the opportunity to say that.
Mr. Rodoreda: And during that time we

have listened to you talking each year for
two hours about cows.

The PREMIER: Yes. I would like to
talk about some cows tonight.

Hon. A. H. Panton:- At least they are
useful articles!

The PREMIER: During those 20 years
this session is eaily the record for time
ocenpied on the general debate on the Esti-
mates, and on the items of the departments
which I control.

Mr. Graham: Because you abolished the
Address-in-reply.

The PREMIER: I wish I could abolish
the member for East Perth.

Mr. Graham: You have an open in vita-
tion to try it at the next election.

The PREMIER: Thank you!
Mr. Graham: Thank you! Pleased to

accommodate you!
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
31r. Mfarshall: Why do you want order

in this place now?
Honi. t. R. G. Hawke: There are no

Standing Orders now.

The PREMIUER: Under the proposal I
am putting forward, I expect that 24 hours
will he available to members in which to ex-
press their views and seek information on
the Estimates.

Mr. Styants: And the axe will dropI
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IThe PREM1IER: Members will then have
had 78 hours to discuss the Estimates.

Mr. Hegney: About 11/ hours for each
department.

The PREMIER: Let me say to the mem-.
her for Pilbaws, that a tremendous lot can
be said in 78 hours, if well used, and all
the information members want can be ob-
tained. That has been proved in the past.

Mr. Graham: You arc trying to dodge
criticism.

The PREMIER: I am not trying to
dodge anything. Without doubt, that time
is not only reasonable but is also generous.
let us see what happened in the past.

Hon. J. T?. Tonkin: This did not happen
in the past.

The PREMIER: I will tell members what
happened in the past in connection with
debates on the Estimates.

Hon. A. H. Penton: Alter an Address-
in-reply.

The PREMIER: In 1046 the debate oc-
cupied 4 hours 47 minutes; Opposition
members spoke for 2 hours 49 minutes and
4Government members 1 hour 58 minutes;
the number of Oppopition 0peakers Iwas
three and Government speakers four.

Hon. A. H. Panton: They were not
stopped.

The PREMIER: I would not want to
stop members under those conditions.

Hon. A. H. Panton: What a good Gov-
erment you must have had.

The PREMIER: In 1947 the debate oc-
cupied 6 hours 14 minutes; Opposition
members spoke for 5 hours 19 minutes and
Government members 56 minutes; the num-
ber of Opposition speakers was six and
Government speakers three.

M1r. Hoar: What dlid they speak on?

The PREMIEFR: On the general debate
on the Estimates.

Mr. Hoar: There was three weeks' debate
on the Address-in-reply in addition.

The PREMIER: Yes. In 1948 the debate
occupied 12 hours 4 minutes; Opposition
members spoke for 9 hours 31 minutes and
Government members 2 hours 33 minutes;
there were 13 Opposition speakers and five

Government speakers. In 1949, as I havj al-
ready said, the debate occupied 47 hours 9
mnutes; Oppositio: n members spoice for
42 hours 23 minutes and Government mem-
bers 4 hours 46 minutes; 22 Opposition
members spoke and seven Governmen t mem-
bers. Members of the Government Parties
have spoken for 4 hours 46 minutes. On
the Opposition side, 22 members have
spoken and on the Government side, seven.
I also note that in 1946 the Address-in-reply
took i1 hours 48 minutes, and the debate
on the Budget took 4 hours 47 minutes.
The total time for the Address-in-reply and
the Budget in 1946 was 16 hours 35 minutes.

Hon. A. H. Panton: That is the fruits
of decent government.

The PREMIER: The departmental Esti-
mates in 1946 took 25 hours 35 minutes;
and in 1948, 20 hours 14 minutes.

Hon. J1. B. Sleeman: How long was the
Address-in-reply in the same year?

The PREMIER: I have not got that.
Mr. Graham: I will get it for you! I

become generous about midnight.

The PREMIER: I do not mind what
the hon. member gets. From those figures
it should be obvious to all interested that
no attempt is being made to stifle debate.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Not till now; we
agree.

The PREMIER: I repeat that ample'
time will be provided under these proposals
for members to debate not only the General
Estimates but the Loan Estimates as well.

Hon. A. Ri. G. Hawke: That is not true.

The PREMIER: It is true.

Hon. A. R. . Hawke; It is not.

The PREMIER: It will not be true if
the hon. member adopts the tactics he has
adopted tonight. He cannot hold me respon-
sible for that.

Hon. J. T. Tionkin: Is it intended that
Ministers shall introduce their Estimates?

The PREMIER: Yes.

Hon. J. T?. Tonkin: That will take eight
hours, at least.

The PREMIER: It bas never taken that
long before.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Not for all the depart-
ments?
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Hon. A. H. Panton: There are 12 depart-
men ts.

The PREMIER: The hon. member means
all the departments?

Hon. J. T. Tonkin:- Yes.

The PREMIER: So long as the Esti-
mates are introduced and the information
is given, that is the mai n thing. I know
that when I sat on the opposite side of
the House, important Estimates sometimes
went through without any introduction by
Ministers.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Whose fault -was
thatI

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: I remember the Op-
position complaining about it.

,The PREMIER: That is probably so.

Mr. Graham; That is what'we are doing
-complaining.

The PREMIER: I repeat that this motion
will not curtail legitimate discussion of any
item on the Estimates. I again emphasise
that 54 hours have already been taken on
the general debate and seven hours on items
last night.

Ron. A. A. M. Coverley: Saying some-
thing in a loud voice and repeating it does
not prove it.

The PREMIER: Evidently the hon.
gentleman does not like it.

Mr. Rodoreda: We do not like the pro-
cedure tonight.

The PREMIER:- I do not like it, either.
I do not wonder that the bon. member does
not like it.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke:- You fArced it on

The PREMIER: Words fail me!
Opposition members: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: This motion aims to
eliminate all-night sittings which, in my
opinion, are a reflection on Parliament anA
on our Parliamentary system.

Mr. Leslie: On our intelligence.
Hon. A. H. Panton: How can it be a re-

flection on what you haven't got?

The PREMIER: Who can deny that a
speech of five hours is anything buit
a planned bbstructionl And who can deny
that a speech of four and a half hours-

Mr. Leslie: A newspaper report I

The PRE3MER: Who can deny that a
speech consisting of newspaper reports, one
after the other, is a planned obstruction?

Point of Order.

IHon. J. T. Tonkin:t I rise to a point of
order. According to the Premier's motion,
it is intended that on a certain date-
namely, Tuesday, the 27th September-a
decision shall be made with regard to the
Estimates of the General Loan Fund. Those
Estimates have not yet been introduced.
We have no guarantee that they will have
been introduced by the time this date ar-
rives. How can .we decide by motion to-
night that we will determine this question
without being assured that we shall be In
a position to do so?

Mr. Speaker: I see nothing to answer at
the moment.

Mr. Hegney: On a point of order! Be-
fore the Premier proceeds, I propose to ae!
you, Sir, whether be is in order. I am not
squealing. The Minister for Railways says
he does not like it.

The Minister for Railways: Take it when
you get it!

Mr. Hegney:- I will take it all right; but
begause I took it the Premier is starting
to squeal.

Mr. Speaker: What is the hon. membe's
point of order?

Mr. Hegney: My point is that the Pre-
zi er reflected on two members of this Cham-
ber who spoke for, comparatively, a eon-
siderable length of time.

The Premier: Comparatively!

Mr. Hegney: I pointed out the plots and
the planning that existed between the
Liberal Party and the Country Party-

Mr. Speaker: Ts this a personal explana-
tion?

Mr. Hegney: No. I am asking for a
withdrawal of offensive remarks.

Dlebate Resumed.

The PREMIEER: I do not desire to be
offensive, but in putting forward this
motion I was trying to keep to facts. If
Parliamentary procedure is such that if a
member asks for a withdrawal it must be
made, then I will withdraw.

Ron. A. H. Pamton: Keep cool and you
will not get into trouble again I
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The PREMIER: I hope I am not offen-
sive, even if I am a bit forceful.

Mr. Hegney: You are not forceful.
Mr. Bovell: He forced you back into

yvour seat.

The PREMIER: I am not offensive.
Mr. Rodoreda: That is all members op-

posite are going to do--interject.

Several members interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Premier
will proceed. I

The PREMIER: I have heard offensive
remarks from the other side of the House.

Mr. Rodoreda: The member who inter-
jected is not game to get up and give his
niews. Mark that one off.

The PREMIER: The printing of "Han-
sard" alone, I understand, costs approxi-
mately £15 per hour.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Wipe it out!

The PREMIER: Members can work out
for themselves the total cost.

Mr. Rodoreda: You are saving three
months of the session.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: You'are Treasurer;
you work it out.

The PREMIER: I am the Treasurer and
I am the one to complain. Apart from the
cost, members know the position at the Gov-
ernment Printing Works. There is a
struggle to catch up arrears of work-
really important work, work which we are
waiting for. There have bicen complaints
in this House that we have not had certain
rep orts.

Mr. Hegney: Why do not you admit the
reason-that you wvanV to close the sessionl?

The PREMI1ER: There are certain mem-
bers in this House who are doing nothing
to help us to get those reports, but who
are doing something to retard us.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Why does not the
Premier adjourn earlier each night?

The PREMIER: There is a protest from
members about what the Government is
doing here, but I know of a Government
,somewhere else which applies the guillotine
just about every day.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: That is its busi-
ness.

The PREMIER: Yes, it is its business,
but it does it and does so most effectively.

Hon. A. H. Panton; I would not follow
a had example if I were you.

The PREMIER: Even the Leader of the
Opposition in that Parliament, who had a
most important motion to move, was pre-
vented from doing so.

Member: You have started something in
this State you will never live ddwn.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: This Parliament is
different. Our rules do not provide for that.

The PREMIER: The Leader of the Op-
position receives very different treatment
in this House.

Hon. A. RI. G. Hawke: He always did.

The PREMIER: I am just trying to
anticipate some of the arguments that will
be put forward tonight. No doubt the health
of the staff will again be mentioned. Of
course, members on this side of the Chamber
are just as solicitous for the health of the
staff as are members of the Opposition. in
fact, if actions are to be the deciding factor
aS to Who is concerned about the staff,
I do not think there will be any doubt as
to what the judgment shall be.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: We shall quote
the divisions.

The PREMIER: I do not know whether
long speeches are considered to be in the
interests4 of the staff, but it is not the view
I hold.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: We shall show
who is' responsible for keeping the staff here.

The PREMIER: I can throw that back
into the teeth of the Opposition.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: You need not push
this through tonight.

The PREMIER: The hon. member knows
that the plan is to prevent this Government
getting its legislation through.

Eon. A. R. G. Hawke: Legislation?9

The PREMIER: The Plan is to stop the
Government getting its business through.

Mr. Hegney: The plan is for the Govern-
ment to get under cover before the middle
of October.

The PREMIER: I am not going to apolo-
gise because we have not a whole heap of
legislation before Parliament this session.



1848 [ASSEMBLY.]

The amount of legislation introduced is not
what the electors will judge the Government
on. This country, as I have said before, is
not suffering from under legislation, but it
certainly is from over legislation.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: You shifted your
ground pretty quickly.

The PREMIER: I have not shifted my
ground. Great play has been made of! the
fact that two of the Government supporters
are to resign to contest Federal seats. I
will admit that Parliament was called to-
gether earlier than usual so that the Govern-
ment could get its legislative programme
and business through Parliament before they
resigned. I am not ashamed to admit that.
There was a justification for calling Parlia-
ment together.

M r. Graham: The first admission there has
been.

Mr. Hegney: That was not the explana-
tion in the Press when you decided to call
Parliament together early.

The PREMIER: Ample time has been
provided this session-

Mr. Rodoreda: Who judges that?

The PREMIER: I think the Government
generally does. When the hen. member was
over here, his Leader, or the Government,
decided when the Parliamentary session
would end.

Mr. Rodoreda: We sat to Christmas Eve
very often. We never finished before the
middle of December.

The PREMIER: I think a Government
that sits till Christmas Eve is composed of
a set of muddlers.

Mr. Hoar: Do you people believe in short
sessions and no speeches?

The PREMIER: No. I believe in pro-
viding ample time in which to allow members
to express their views and to deal with the
business of Parliament. But I do not be-
lieve in wilful obstruction.

Hon. A. H. Penton: Let us be friends and
go home.

The PREMIER: Good.

Mr. Graham: You are making plenty of
accusations. You want to be the judge of
everybody.

The PREMIER: I wrote to the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition a few days ago
and told him I intended to move this motion.

Mr. Graham: it got a nice reception at
the Party meeting, too.

The PREMIER: I do not know what hap-
pened there; I am not in the confidence of
any of the members. The hon. member told
me he could not agree to the proposals I
made in the letter. All I asked for--and
I asked for it last night, too, I think-was
some co-operation from the Opposition,
which we are not getting today.

Mr. Kelly: You have had it right through.

The PREMIER; We are not getting it
now. We have a right to ask for it, because
all the years I sat opposite-

Mr. Hegney: And will.
Mr. Graham: You have plenty more

coming.

The PREMIER: -co-operation was given.
Even if I do have to. transfer to that side
of the H~ouse, I hope I shall never indulge
in, or be associated with tactics such as I
have seen here in the last few days.

Mr. Rodoreda: You have been associated
with them. The member for Beverley read
for seven hours on one occasion.

The PREMIER: I hope that when the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition speaks he
will tell us why he, or his Party, is adopt-
ing these tactics.

Hon. A. H. Panton: What tactics?

The PREMIER: I think that we as a
Government have a right to fair treatment.

Mr. Graham: So has the Opposition.

The PREMIER: I think the business
that we bring forward should at least re-
ceive considerate views.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You get better treat-
ment here than in the Legislative Council.

The PREMIER: I am not so much con-
cerned as to what happens with our legisla-
tion-

Hon. A. H. Penton: That is beautiful.

The PREMIER: -but I do object to its
being held up deliberately.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You have no legisla-
tion on the notice paper.

The Attorney General: What about the
amendment of the Arbitration Act?
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The PREMIER: In conclusion I say that
it is the desire of the Gornment to give
members ample opportunity during the re-
mainder of the session to discuss the busi-
ness. I will be prepared to discuss with
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, or
with the Leader of the Opposition, the hours
of sitting, and the question of adAitional
hours of sitting.

Hon. A, R. G. Hawke: We do not con-
spire with you; not with gagging members.

The PREMIER: I do not want the hion.
member to conspire. I am asking him to
be reasonable.

Mr. Hoax: What do you call reasonable?

The PRENIIR: The member for Nelson
ought to know w
Government will
the Opposition a
the idea of givt
opportunity to di
House has still t
is being made tb
been given for ti
tion. So fax as
members have or
cerned, we are a
should also be gi
private members
some time to hay
and if there is

Mr. Hegney: Y
hours last night.

The PREMIER~
tonight. If ther
see why the mo
have been introd
should not recei
there is every jn
Members will no
I hope it will be

Hon. A. HI. P
all right; you ne

Hon. A. R. G.
That the debate

Motion put am
following result.

Ayes
Noes

Majority agi

Mr. Brady Mr. Needham
Mr, Coverlar Mr. Nulea
Mr. Fox Mr. Oliver
Mr. Graham Mr. Penton
Mr. Eeawke Mr. Reynolds
Mr, Hegney Mr. Sleernan
Mr. Hoar Mr. Styanta.
Mr. Kelly Mr. Tonk in
Mr. Marshall Mr. Triat.
Mr. May Mr. Rotorada
Mr. McCulloch (Tallor.)

Mr, Abbott Mr. McDonald
.Ar. Ack land Mr. McLarty
Mr, Boeal Mr. Mlurray
Mrs. Cnrdell*Ohver Mr. Welder
Mr. Cornell Mr. Nimmo
Mr. Donor Mr. Perkins
Mr. Grayden Mr. Seward
Mr. Hall Mr. Watls
Mr. Hill] Mr. Wild
Air. Leslie Mr. Yates
Mr. Mann Mr. Brand

(Tallor.)
Motion thus negatived.

at the term means. the HOW. &~ R. G. H1AWWE (Northam)
confer with the Leader of j[12.2 5]: I had no intention at all of refer-
s to hours of sitting with ring in my speech on this motion to the
.g members every possible health of the staff. However, the Premier,
scums the business that the in what was supposed to be a brilliant an-
o consider. 'No complaint ticipation of Opposition arguments against
at sufficient time has not the motion, said this would doubtless be one
ie consideration of legisla,- of the arguments brought forward by the
the business -which private Opposition. I therefore intend to spend a

the notice paper is eon- few minutes placing where it undoubtedly
Lnxioua that consideration belongs the complete responsibility for the
yen to it. We know that long hours that this Legislative Assembly
have been waiting for has been sitting in recent weeks. The Pre-

e their business dealt with, mnier know;, as well as does anyone else-
t~o hold up- even though he is not fairminded enough to

admit it-that the Government, with the aid
on held them up for seven of :ts supporters, decides when this House

AhLI adjourn each day. We had an en-
~I have not held them up ample, only a minute ago, of where the re-

e is no hold up I cannot sponsibility for keeping members and the
tions and legislation that staff here after midnight really rests. When
need by private members the Premier finished his speech on the mo-
ve consideration. I feel hioi I moved, as is the usual procedure in
stifleation for the motion, connection -with Government motions and
t suffer as a result of, it. Bills, that the debate he adjourned.

carried. Mr. Marshall: The Opposition always
gets 24 hours in which to consider such

anton: Tt will be carried maltters. This is the first time I have seen
ted not worry about that. anything of this bind done by a Govern-

HAWKE: I move-- melit.

be adjourned, lion. A. H. G. HAWKE: In the ordinary
course of events-I have never known it to

I a division taken with the be otherwise--my motion would have been
accepted by the Premier and the Govern-

21 ment and very soon afterwards, certainly
22 by now, the House would have adjourned
- and members of the House and members of

aznst . .. 1 the staff would already have been making
- their various ways homeward.
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The Premier: Adjourned with nothing
accomplished I

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: What is the
use of the Premier trying to build up a
false impression in the minds of the pub-
lie, to the effect that members of the Op-
position are responsible for the late hours
of sitting that have prevailed here in recent
weeks.

The Premier: I am prepared to let the
publie judge.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: That is no
answer. It does not matter whether the pub-
lie judges or not.

The Premier: They will.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: It does not
matter which way the public judges; we
have the facts in front of us. The Premier
knows them only too well even though,' as
I have said, he is not fairminded enough to
admit them. There is no necessity, anywhere
under the sun, for the debate on this
motion to be continued at this stage. There
is no urgency about the motion. When it is
carried it cannot have any operation, in the
initial stage, unlil 9 p.m. on Tuesday, the
20th September. What justification is there
for the Premier keeping us here in this
early morning of Thursday, the 8th of Sep-
tember, for the purpose of bludgeoning his
motion through when it cannot take prac-
tical effect until 9 p.m. on Tuesday, the
20th of September?

Hon. A. A. A. Coverley: Twelve days
hence.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: So I would
ask the Premier to be realistic and fair in
regard to this question of keeping the staff
here until unearthly hours day after day.
When the Premier raised this matter and
referred to it in his speech, I told him
that I would quote from the votes and pro-
ceedings of the House to place where it
properly belongs complete responsibility
for the fact that the House has not ad-
journed before midnight during the last two
weeks. Take for instance the votes and
proceedings of Tuesday, the 23rd August,
1949. Debate had proceeded on the General
Estimates for a considerable time. The
House then went into Committee to con-
sider the Vote-Legislative Council, £3,524.
Considerable debate ensued on that particu-
lar item wvhereupon one of the strongest

supporters of the Government in this House
moved that progress be reported. That
member was the member for Victoria Park.
Did the Government agree that the House

should, on that night, adjourn a short time
before midnight? No, it did not. It ob-
jected to his motion and the Committee
divided. The motion was defeated, not by
the Opposition, but by the following mem-
hers and supporters of the Government.
There are 22 of them and they are as
follows:-

Mr. Abbott Mr. Murray
Mr. Aekland Mr. Nalder
Mr. Bovell Mr. Nimmo
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver _%fr. North
Mr. Cornell Mr. Seward
Mr. Doney Mr. Shearn
Mr. Grayden Mr. Thorn
Mr. Rall MXfr. Watts
Mr. Bill Mr. Wild
Mr. Leslie Mdr. Yates
Mr. McDonald Mr. Brand

It will be noticed that the name of Mr.
Mctarty is not included in that list, the
reason being that the Premier was not in
Western Australia at that time. Some of
us hoped that the Acting Premier, in the
absence of the Premier, was introducing a
system of procedure of which the Premier
would not approve when he subsequently
returned to Perth.

Mr. Kelly: Those were his instructions.

Hon. A. Rt. G. HAWKE: However, we
have found, to our surprise and cost, that
this plan must have been worked out and
approved by the Goernenst before the
Premier went to the Eastern States. On
the return of the Premier the Government
has insisted that members and the staff stay
here until one o'clock in the morning, three
o'clock in the morning, five o'clock in the
morning, a quarter past six in the morning
and so on. The Government has insisted
upon that despite the fact that members
of the Opposition have divided the House
more than once each night before midnight
for the purpose of trying to bring each
day's sitting to an end before that time.
So it is an endless amount of humbug for
the Premier to rise in his place and make
an attempt to fasten on members of the
Opposition any responsibility at all for the
fact that the Government has insisted by
word of mouth and in division-

Mr. Graham called attention to the state
of the House.
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Bells rang and a quorum formed.

Hon. A. RI. G. HAWKE. The Govern-
ment has insisted that we shall continue sit-
ting until midnight, and on many occasions
until several hours after midnight. Fortun-
ately, as I have said previously, these facts
are recorded in black and white in our
votes and proceedings and they will be
quoted whenever necessary to show that the
Premier personally, and as the Leader of
the Government, and his colleagues in the
Ministry are entirely responsible for the
situation which has developed in regard to
the inordinately long sittings of the House.
Why? Why is it that the Premier and his
colleagues are enforcing these unconscion-
able hours and sittings upon members and
the staff?9

This evening the Premier tried to smother
up the real reason by quoting to us a mass
of statistics showing how long members of
the Legislative Assembly took to carry
through certain debates in 1948; how long
members took in 1947 and 1946. In the
name of commonsense what has that to do
with the situation? What does it matter
how long members of Parliament took five
-years ago, or ten years ago, to finalise: their
discussion of the Revenue Estimates or
of the Loan Estimates, or of any other mat-
ter. Does the world stand still? Are men
to be cast and kept in the same mental
mould year after year, irrespective of the
vast and revolutionary changes which are
taking place from time to time in all parts
of the world!7

Is a member who took only one hour on
the general debate on the Budget last year
to take exactly the samne time this year; no
more and no less? The statistics brought for-
ward by the Premier are absolutely value-
less. They have no application in any shape
or form. In his speech the Premier talked
about wasting money. I have no idea which
officer was set to work to spend hours and
perhaps days, going through the bound
volumes of "Hansard" for several' years
past for the purpose of measuring up how
many hours and how many minutes the
member for so-and-so took on this debate,
and the member for some other place took
on some other debate.

The Premier: I would be surprised if one
hour, or half an hour, was spent.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I am absolutely
sure, Mr. Speaker, that no one man could
do the work inside of several hours. In
any event, the results are valueless; they
have no application to the situation. I am
satisfied the Premier only had these statis-
ties produced and only gave them to us to-
night to try, very largely, to bury the real
reason why the Government is being driven
to this desperate move to gag members
wholesale on the matters still to he dis-
cussed before this session concludes. It is
true the Premier did, under pressure, admit
that one of his reasons for calling Parlia-
ment together earlier this year was to ad-
vantage two members of the Government
Parties who made up their minds some time
ago to resign from the State Parliament
this year to nominate for Federal seats.
When the Premier gave a statement to a
representative of "The West Australian"'
on Thursday, the 18th May of this year, he
did not say anything about that being the
reason because on the following day his
statement was published in that newspaper.
This is what the article said-

The Premier (Mr. IfeLarty)
night that the Budget would be
early and members would then
oppirtunity of discussing every
State affairs.

said last
introduced
have an
aspect of

The article continued-
The altered procedure to be followed this

year was made desirable by circumstances.
The Federal elections would take place duir-
ing the period in which the State Parliament
usually assembled and members would deskse
a long adjournment to participate ini the
campaign.

So that was the reason the Premier gave
to the public in May of this year for call-
ing Parliament together early; that mem-
bers would desire a long adjournment to
participate in the Federal election cam-
p aign.- You know, 'Mr. Speaker, every
one of us knows, and the Premier
probably knows better, than anyone,
that that was an absolutely specious
reason. The Premier had no lustifica-
tion in the world for giving it because
in any event he could speak for only half
the members of the House. Some of us
know how State members have participated
in Federal campaigns in the past. It is
well known, too, that with the passing of
time election campaign methods have
changed very substantially with the result
that State members of Parliament cannot
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play the same part as they might have
played years ago when the public meeting
was the vital part of an election campaign.

The longest period any member of this
House would want to adjourn in order to
take part in the Federal election campaign
would be two weeks, yet we have the Pre-
mier smashing down all precedent in this
State by denying members their right of
free and full discussion in his desire to
close this Parliament down at least two
months before the Federal election is to be
held, Of course, every member knows, and
the public knows too, why the Government
is trying to rush in to the safety of recess.
In some speeches made here tonight by the
Minister for Housing, be tried to illustrate
some of the points he was attempting to
make by what he was pleased to term
"simple arithmetical calculations." It re-
quires only an extremely simple arithmeti-
cal calculation to show why the Govern-
ment is trying to rush into the safety of
recess at the earliest possible date. That
simple arithmetical calculation concerns the
number of members in this Legislative As-
sembly and their party affiliations. In this
House the Government numbers 25, includ-
ing Mfinisters and the members who support
them and including in that total also, Mr.
Speaker, your honourable self. The Lab-
our members on the Opposition side total
23 and there are two so-called Independents.

M r. Hegney: And paired for the night.
Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: With you in

the Speaker's Chair, Sir, the Government's
totatl number of members on the floor of the
House is reduced to 24 which gives it only
one more member than we have here in the
Labour Opposition. When the member for
Mt. Marshall and the member for Middle
Swan both resign, as they must do one
month before nomination day for the Fed-
eral election, the Government's numbers on
the floor of the House are reduced to 22
which means that the Labour Opposition
would then outnumber the Government. No
Government on earth would want to be
caught in that situation. Neither would
any Government care to depend for its con-
tinued existence upon the support of two
Independents. Those of us who have studied
the activities of Independents in Parlia-
ments in Australia, when they hold the bal-
ance of power, know just what they can do
and what they have done on more than one
occasion.

I do not blame the Premier and his col-
leagues in the Ministry for seeking to avo-id
being placed in the situation where they
could rely in this House only on the support
of 22 members who would be here: leaving
25 other members on the Opposition side
of the House, who might solidly at some
time or another combine for the purpose of
embarrassing the Government, or even for
the purpose of supporting it. I am not
Nlaming- the Premier and his colleagues for
wanting to rush as quickly as possible into
the safety of recess or prorogation. They
are ,merely responding to the alleged flirt
law of nature, which is supposed to be self-
preservation. If the Premier had said
frankly to the puhlic when ho issued his
statement in May of this year that he and
his colleagues were calling Parliament to-
gether for the purpose of endeavour-
ig to close the session early, thereby sav-
ing the Government from certain embarrass-
mentis that might confront them if the S~ouse
were still to be sitting when the members
for Mt. Marshall and Middle Swan had re-
signed, I would have had a great deal more
respect for him. If in his speech tonight
in support of this wholesale gagging motion,
he had been content to state bluntly the rea-
so;, and the only reason, why it has beeu
submitted, I would not blame him for the
reason he would have advanced, although I
would just as strongly oppose the aWttpt
of the Government in this motion to gag
members of this Parliament. Easily the
silliest thing said by the Premier in trying
to justify the motion was that the Govern-
ment was entitled to get its legislative pro-
granmne through.

The Premier: And its business.

Hon. A. A. MW. Coverley: That was an
afterthought.

H1on. A. RL. G. HAWKE: You will re-
membher, Mr Speaker, that the Premier-
I can understand his being a bit haywire at
the moment-made the statement about the
Government desiring to get its business
through only after an interjection from me
as to the ludicrous nature of the Premier's
contention that it -was necessary for the
Government to get its legislative programme
through. As a, matter of fact, the Govern-
inent's legislative programme has been a
thing of shreds and patches-mostly shreds.
It has been the most painfully weak legis-
lative programme any Parliament has ever
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seen in the history of this State. Of course,
we can understand the reason for that. I
am sure that you, Mr. Speaker, even though
in these days you may not be taken into the
confidence of the inner circle of the Liberal
Party, have no difficulty in realising that
when Cabinet determined that Parliament
should be called together early this year and
that the session should close early, it decided
at the sme time to keep its legislative pro-
gramme down to the absolute minimum. We
all know the farce that has been perpetrated
in this Legislative Assembly in connection
with the Local Government Bill-this Bill
of great volume, but also a Bill of great
snags so far as the Government is concerned.

Mr. Graham: A masterpiece!

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: That Bill was
to have been the basis of the legislation for
the session. It was to have been the Bill
that was to have kept members occupied in
discussions until the Estimates were brought
forward. It was to have been a Bill which
local governing bodies throughout the State
were to have embraced, and in respect of
which they were to have blessed the Gov-
ernment mightily for having brought the
measure before Parliament.

Mr. Graham: The Government is blessed
by them all right!

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: When the
Minister for Local Government found that
the Bill was being received with growing
hostility by local governing authorities in
the metropolitan area and throughout the
country districts, he washed his hands of
practically all responsibility in connection
with it, and told us the Hill was the creation
of a committee upon which there was a
majority of representatives from certain
local governing bodies. When we protested
against certain provisions in the Bill, he
said the Government had not put them in.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: He ducked for
cover.

[Mr. Hill took the Chair.]

I-on. A. R. G. HAWKE: The Government
has established a most unenviable reputation,
for seeking to evade its responsibilities when-
ever any difficulty has arisen in respect of
any matter. When the Government intro-
duces a Bill in this House, it must inescap-
ably shoulder complete responsibility for the
measure and for whatever is contained in
it. That is the very essence of Cabinet

responsibility. It is not a fair proposition,
nor is it an allowable one, that a Govern-
went, after it has introduced legislation and
finds that some of its phases are not accept-
able, should then try to place the responsi-
bility upon the shoulders of someone else
who is in no ujay answerable to Parliament.
You know only too well, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, how the present Government has
shelved its responsibilities in relation to any
problems in respect of which it was likely
to lose favour in some directions. Royal
Commissions were set up whenever the Gov-
ernment wanted to shove away from itself
the responsibility to make decisions. In fact,
the Government ever since it has been in
office has been concentrating upon the task
of trying to please everyone and most cer-
tainly its major task has been to endeavour
to offend no-one.

With the passing of time, devel9pmnents
and circumnstances have compelled the Gov-
ernment, much against its will and inclina-
Laons, to make decisions and to do things
tbat caused it to lose much favour amongst
great groups of people within the State.
Thus it was ludicrous on the part of the
Premier to advance the contention that the
Government was entitled to get its legis-
lative programme through early this year.
When he was challenged upon that point,
he realised he had made a very bad slip,
so he threw the legislative programme over
the fence and grabbed hold of what he was
pleased to term "Government busi-
ness." He told us the Government
was entitled to get its business through.
So it is. But it is not entitled to get its
business through by the wholesale appli-
:ation of the gag. It is not entitled to get
its business through without a full and free
discussion in which every member of this
House who desires to participate shall be
given the fullest opportunity to do so.

The Government is not the only Party
or group concerned or to be considered in
thjis House. There are rights in this House
paramount even to the rights of the Gov-
rnment and that is where the Premier and

his colleagues fail properly to assess the
present situation. The rights of Parlia-
inent have always been superior in British
countries to the rights of any Government.

Mr. Hegney called attention to the state
of the House.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.
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Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I was hrying
to impress upon the Premier and his col-
leagues the inescapable fact that the rights
of Parliament as a whole are paramount
to any rights which the Government might
possess. I should hope that would appeal
to the member for Geraldton; I am sure it
will. I am also sure that it would appeal
to other members on the Government side
of the House. If members allow them-
selves to be driven into a position where
they accept the rights of the Government
as being the paramount rights in this
House, then members so doing are recreant
to 'the responsibility upon them and in my
opinion are breaching the oath which they
took on becoming members of Parliament.
So whilst it is true that the Government has
its rights and is entitled to get certain busi-
ness through, members as a whole have
superior rights.

The Government is not entitled to get
any of its business through if a majority of
members consider that it should not go
through. The right of members in that re-
gard is of course paramount; they have
the right by vote on the voices and in divi-
Lions to decide that certain Government
business shall not go through and when
they have so decided it is no use the Pre-
Mier or anybody else pleading the right of
the Government to get its business through.
In his consideration of the time spent by
members on the general debate on the
Budget, the Premier lost sight of the fact
that he and his colleagues in the Ministry
completely denied to all members thig year
the right to take part in an Address-in-
reply debate. Consequently, consideration
of the time taken by members on the gen-
eral debate is misleading. In any event,
a member is entitled to speak as long as he
considers it necessary to do so not only on
the general Budget debate but also on any
other debate.

Parliament this year will sit for a com-
paratively short period. If the Government
is able to succeed with its plan this session
will close at the end of the present month.
Is it reasonable to ask members adequately
to discuss even the remaining Revenue Esti-
mates and complete their discussion by the
end of the month? Of course not. The
motion constitutes an attempted gross in-
terference with the rights of members. If
passed, it will force members to consider in-
adequately all the remaining Estimates or

alternatively members will consider ade-
quately a portion of the remaining Esti-
mates and will have no opportunity at all
to deal with the remainder. Let us consider
the Estimates still to be discussed. Have
you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, even read
through the remaining Estimates? Even to
peruse them would take a considerable time.

I should hope that it is unnecessary for
me to say that the detailed discussion of the
Estimates is infinitely more important than
the general debate on the Budget. The
Premier, knows only too well that a memn-
ber speaking on the general debate is not
called upon to deal in any way with the
finances of the State, unless he pleases so to
do. On the general debate a member is en-
titled to rise in his place and speak for any
length of time upon subjects which have no
relation whatever to Western Australia.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall; That is a weakness
in the Standing Orders.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: If the Govern-
ment was going to make any attempt to
restrict the debating and discussion Tights
of members, it would have had some jus-
tification, possibly, if it had tried to bring
in a method of restricting the length of
speeches in the general debate. Not that
I am suggesting that I would have sup-
ported any such move. l~levertheless it
would have been far more appropriate and
more reasonable for the Government to at-
tempt to gag members on the general debate
than to attempt to do it during the detailed
discussion of the items of the individual
departments. We saw and heard in
Committee last night how different mem-
bers fastened their teeth into individual
items covered by the specific departmental
Estimates of the Premier and Treasurer. I
was sorry to hear the Premier in his speech
tonight exhibit some annoyance at the fact
that members of the Committee last night
took sufficient interest in the detailed Esti-
mates of his dejartment to discuss a number
of items.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: I thought he was
very patient last night.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: It is not a
matter of being patient or impatient.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: He gave a lot of de-
tailed information.
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Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: It is a matter
of the right of members of Parliament to
discuss particular items and seek informa-
tion upon them.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Surely the hon.
member will admit that he was very cour-
teous to members in supplying information.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: If the Premier
had not been courteous, I would have made
some protest about his discourtesy. I think
the Premier was completely courteous, as
he nearly always is. It is oly-I was going
to say once in a blue moon, but that might
awaken one of the members in the House
and I do not want that to occur at this
stage-it is only once in a blue moon that
the Premier becomes discourteous. It is only
once in a blue moon that he loses his pa-
tience and makes statements which arc pro-
vocative and occasionally cause members to
rise and demand the withdrawal of a re-
flection which the Premier has cast upon
them.

In the Committee discussion of these de-
tailed Estimates of a department, no mem-
ber can compel the Minister concerned to
give more information than he is pleased to
give or than he is in a Position to give. The
Minister has absolute control of that situa-
tion. For instance, the member for Rloe-
bourne in Committee last night had the
Premier and the Minister for Works at a
complete disadvantage in respect of *the
financial position of tbe State Electricity
Commission. Neither the Premier nor the
Minister for Works could explain the ap-
parent contradiction which appeared in
two separate sets of figures as shown in
this document cove ring the Estimates of
Revenue and Expenditure in connection
with the Consolidated Revenue Fund. If
the member for Roebourne had wished to
be obstructive, and if other members of the
Committee on this side had wished to be
obstructive they could have carried on that
phase of the discussion for hours and could
have caused the Premier and the Minister
for Works considerable embarrassment in
the process. We did not do that. We did
not do it because it is not reasonable to ex-
pect the Premier or any Minister to know
offhand everything about everything.

Take a department like the Works De-
partment, with its several sub-departments
and its hundreds of officers and all the du-
ties and responsibilities which the Minister

of that department and his officers have to
perform and accept. Is it reasonable to ex-
pect the Minister to be able to come to this
Parliament at any time and answer fully,
or even partly, every question which any
member might care to shoot at him? Of
course not! Any Minister who tries to give
the impression that he knows everything
about everything in his department is just
a plain, downright idiot.

The Minister for Education: Hear, hoar!

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I repeat that
the detailed -Estimates of the various de-
partments are the most vital from the point
of view of every private member, and the
discussion of those detailed Estimates ought
to be as full and free as possible. The de-
partmental Estimates still to be considered
in detail are Education, Town Planning,
Industrial Development, Farmers' Debts
Adjustment, State Insurance Office, Child
Welfare and Outdoor Relief, Unemploy-
ment Relief, Housing, Forests, Native Af-
fairs, Lands and Survey, Rural ahd Indus-
tries Bank, Agriculture, Labour, Chief
Secretary--covering such things as prisons,
the Tourist Bureau and the North-West
generally-Mines, Police, Public Works,
Water Supplies, Attorney General-includ-
ing, the control of prices--

Mr. Hegney: Lack of control.

Hon. A. R. G. HA WKE: -Medical, which
comes under Public Health, Mental Hospi-
tals and Inebriates, Fisheries, Public Utili-
ties--including such tremendous undertak-
ings as the Goldfields 'Water Supply De-
partment-M etropolitan Water Supply,
Electricity Commission, State Abattoirs and
Sewerage and Drainage, Railways, State
Salcyards and so on. Is it reasonable to
expect that the 40 odd private members in
this Chamber can give adequate considera-
tion and discussion to the vital functions
of Government to which I have referred
and complete that consideration and dis-
cession by the 20th September?7 Is that
reasonable?7 It is not. It cannot reason-
ably be done. It can only he done by
compelling members to sacrifice a portion
of the right which should be theirs without
question or challenge.

I had something to say the other night
about the educational system. Some mem-
bers, including members on the Govern-
ment side, were good enough to let me know
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that they were favourably impressed bry
what I said. Therefore it can safely be
asibmed that their views coincide with mine
to a-reasoable extent. They told me it
was of great value that a member of this
House should think these things, but even
more important that he should say them
publicly. Those members would be anxious,
I should think, to say what is in their minds
about the same problem. Every member
should have views and convictions about the
-education of our children and young people;
.ad every member should be prepared to
-express his convictions. We talk about our
rights, and the Premier talks about the Gov-
.ernment's rights. What shout the rights of
the children now going to school and those
-who will go to school in this State in the
-years to come? Have not they valuable
right.?I

Is it not our duty as members of Parlia-
mnent to say courageously' what we think
and feel about their education today, and
the class of educational training they should
receive in the future? Would we be justi-
fied i n sacrificing them, and depriving them
of the bout educational training and instruc-
tion to suit the political convenience of the
memaber for Middle Swan and the member
for Mt. Marshall, and to allow the Govern-
ment, in order to allay its anxiety, to rush
into the safety of reqess? If we had a full
suse of the fitness of things and a proper
appreciation of what our rights really are,
compared with those of the community as
a whole, we, and the Premier particularly,
-would be well advised to go into second
or first gear in regard to. our rights instead
of trying to rush along in top gear and
mow down the rights of everybody outside
of this Parliament. I could say much more
on the question of education, but I have
noQ intention of doing so at this stage.

Next on the list is town planning. We
have read a lot about the backing and fill-
ing that have taken place in connection with
this matter in recent months. The Lord
Mayor of Perth has been hot on the trail of
the Government about this as be has of
recent weeks, about other things. The Min-
ister for Local Government tried to fob off
the Lord Mayor of Perth in connection with
this matter some little time ago by saying
that a plan was prepared. It would be a
good idea if the Minister for Local Govern-
ment were to produiee his plan and lay it

upon, the Table of the House 'when he is
introducing his Estimates later this week
of nelt.

I want to have a lot more to say about
the Department of Industrial Development
this year than in 'each of the last two years.
I think the Minister could not say, and I
am -sure he would not attempt to, that he
has not received from me, when he has
sought it,' the fullest measure of co-opera-
tion in connection with the work of that
department.

[T Ihe Speaker respumed the Chair.]
The Minister for Education: I would not

deny that.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: My anxiety is
to see the Department of Industrial Devel-
opment go on achieving increasingly valu-
able results for the State. I have hot in any
way criticised the work of the Minister pre-
viously. I am not even suggesting that I
shall criticise him this year when the Esti-
mates come before us,' but I shall want
much more information than I have sought
from him in previous years. The depart-
ment is vital in the affairs of the State. As
the years go by it could conceivably happen
that our secondary industries would be 'of
greater value to the State than the primary
industries, especially on the basis of the
volume of direct employment which they
would provide.

We all agree that our greatest need is.
population. It becomes all the more press-
ing when we learn, as we do from day to
day, of the eastward sweep of t "he commun-
ist forces in Asia. We -shall never build
up a great population on our primary in-
dustries alone. We all know how, with the
introduction of scientific machinery on the
farms, the necessity for human labour has
considerably diminished. However, the in-
troduction of scientific machinery into the
world has increased the possibility of a
State like Western Australia manufactur-
ing more of its own requirements and thus
absorbing into profitable employment in its
secondary industries a much greater num-
her of people than ever before. The de-
tailed Estimates of that department should
be fully considered and discussed. Every
member in this Chamber who bhaa any-
thing helpful to say in the matter should
say it, irrespective of the political ambi-
tions of any member of this House or the
Anxiety of the Government to rush to
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cover. The Government is not justified in
pleading its rights or trying to press them,
when to do so would he to prejudice the
rights of members of- the House as a whole,
and more particularly the rights of the
public, and to imperil the measure of pro-
gress that is to be made in our State in the
future in respect of increased population
and industries of all kinds.

I turn now to the Departments of Hous-
ing, Forests and Native Affairs, controlled
by the Minister for Housing. I have no
means of knowing fully how each indi-
vidual member of the House regards
the present housing situation. Northam is
not a big town and its permanent popula-
tion is only about 5,000, but the housing
situation is as calamitous there, for those
who are without proper accommodation, as
it is for people anywhere. It does not mat-
ter what is the extent of the housiuft short-
age in any particular area, the results for
the persons concerned are equally trying.
If,in a place such as Grass Valley, there
is only one family living under intensely
bad housing conditions, the shortage of ac-
commodation is just as calamitous for that
family as it is for 5,000 families in the
metropolitan area. Yet, against the Tights
of members fully to discuss the housing
situation, the Premier pleads the right of
the Government to get its legislative pro-
gramme and business through.

Mr. Graham: It will get its rights at the
next election.

The Premier: We have had long debates
on housing during this session, and hun-
dreds of questions.

Hon. A. R. HAWKE: I am not a scrap
concerned about that, but I am perturbed
about the essential feature of the housing
situation and I am sure that at heart it is
the thing that most distresses the Premier
also. That essential feature is that tens of
thousands of men, women and children in
this State are today housed under the most
appalling conditions. I doubt whether this
Parliament is justified in rising at all, until
the very last day allowed for in the Consti-
tution. Perhaps we should remain here till
that time in order that we might do what
lies within our power to make some im-
provement in the housing position.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: If I thought we
could effect any improvements by talking
about it in Parliament, I would be with you

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Parliament is
the authority to which the people look and
are justified in looking, and we all know
that once Parliament prorogues our eon-
trot over the Government entirely dis-
appears. We cannot then even ask ques-
tions with any assurance of receiving re-
plies, and we cannot compel the Govern-
ment to face criticism, as we can here.
Surely none of us is going to take up the
attitude that Parliament, which has surviv-
ed in British countries throughout the
years, is of no effect and value. Surely
we will not turn ourselves, in this House,
into rubber stamps for the purpose of ap-
proving only of the routine business that
the Government has to bring before Par-
liament for consideration and approval. I
am not satisfied with what the Government
has done in respect of housing the people
and I should not think the member for
Geraldton is satisfied.

HRon. E. H. H. Hall: Far from it.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWEE: I should think
he would he intensely dissatisfied. I quoted
in this House the other night a most start-
ling statement by the Lord Mayor of Perth,
Mr. Totterdell, with reference to thi drift
in the matter of housing our people; a drift
that is increasing. I was not satisfied with
what the Government was able to achieve
in the sphere of housing and probably, if
it is back in office next year, I will not be
satisfied with the progress it will he able
to make. I know only too well the physical
factors that handicap the Government and
would handicap free enterprise-as they
are pleased to call it in these days-if all
controls over building materials and per-
mits were abandoned.

I remember feeling disgusted, at the last
election, at the way in which the then Lender
of the Liberal Party and the then Leader
of the Country and Democratic League put
the hoots into our Government over the
housing, problem, the shortage of teachers
and nurses, the shortages of material, lab-
our and so on. It was a most disgusting
effort on their part because they knew only
too well that the wvar had not long ended
and that men and women were still being
discharged from the Fighting Services, many
of them with large sums of money coming
to them in the form of deferred pay, so
that they made no attempt to settle down
in any occupation for the time being. The

("I3
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present Premier and Minister for Education
knew the physical handieaps that existed at
that time, but, for the sake of gaining Min-
isterial office, they trampled under foot and
into the dust every decent principle of poli-
tical life in this State.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: They have not got
that all on their own.

Ron. A. A. M. Coverley: You know a
bit about it, too.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWE: Well, they suc-
ceeded in fooling and wickedly misleading
enough electors to defeat our Government,
but they were not allowed to go all the dis-
tance they wished to travel, because fate
interfered to an extent suffliciently to leave
the Government without a majority of its
own members in this Legislative Assembly.
They have been the members of the Gov-
ernment for two and a half years, and-

Mr. Graham: Too long.

Hon. A. RI. 0. HAWKE: -they have hid
the opportunity in that period to reduce
the shortage of houses, to reduce the short-
age of teachers, to reduce the shortage of
nurses, to reduce the shortage of materials,
and so on. They have had full and free
opportunity to do those things and, in addi-
tion, have had the advantage of an
increased population, inasmuch as during
that period all of the people were discharg-
ed from the ighting Services. While they
have not been able to reduce the shortages,
many of them-the worst of them-have in-
creased and have become all the more in-
tensified. The other evening I quoted at
statement from the Deputy Director of
Education, Mr. T. S. Edmondson, wheh was
published in "The West Australian" on the
18th May, 1949. This is what was stated in
the Press-

" A wicked state of affairs" is how the
Deputy Director of Education (,Mr. T. S.
Edmondson) yesterday. described the short-
age of teachers which made unavoidable a
ratio of 50 scholars to one teacher.

On the 6th July this year a letter was sent
to me which reads as follows:-
Dear Sir,

Staffing at North am State School: I wish
to acknowledge your letter of the 30th June.
As you are aware, no doubt, the staffing
position is very acute. Resignations are be-
ing received every week and it is difficult to
fi11 vacances, especially away from the
metropolitan area. Moreover, new commit-
ments are constantly arising. Thus a school
for children of migrants will be opened at

Northam Hospital site probably during the
first week in August. At least two teachers,
will have to be found for that As regards-
your request not to transfer a teacher fromr
Northam when Mr. Piper, the bead teacher,
resumes duty, the department is unable at
present to give any undertaking, but should
a teacher not be required elsewhere, no trans-
fer will be made.

Yours faithfully,
A. F. Watts,

Minister for Education.

I want to quote the first portion of that,
letter again-

As you are aware, no doubt, the staffing
position is very acute. lResignations are be-
ing received every week, and it is difficult ta
fill vacancies, especially away from the metro-
politan area.

I am not condemning the Minister for
Education for having failed to solve the
problem of the shortage of teachers. Neither,
am I condemning the Minister for Housing'
for having failed to solve the housing prob-
lem. I am not condemning, nor do I intend
to condemn, any Minister for having failed
to solve any shortage. I am not going
to condemn any Minister where short-
ages have become worse since this Govern-
ment took office, but I intend wholeheartedly
to condemn the members of this Government,
especially the Premier and the Minister for
Education, for the lying statements they-
made during the last election campaign in
respect of the efforts of Ministers of the pre-
vious Government.

Mr. Graham: That's telling them!I

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: I have never
forgiven them -for what they did, nor will
I ever forgive them.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Never I

Hon. A. R. 0. UAWKE: Never, because-
what they did was maliciously done. They
knew the facts; they knew the physical cir-
cumnstances of the times and they knew that
the problem which then existed was war-
created and would continue for a consider-
able time no matter what Government was
in office in Western Australia- I defy the
Minister for Industrial Development, or the
Minister for Works, to say-and I speak
here only for myself-that the administra-
tion of the departments which were under
my control was not carried out 4efficiently,.
and to the maximum effect possible to view
of the situation and circumstances of those
days. Yet, during the election campaign,
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from public platforms and through news-
papers, they circulated malicious statements
about the administration of those depart-
ments and about the administration of other
departments of government. So, whilst I
do not condemn the Ministers of this Gov-
erment for having failed to improve the
situation, and whilst I do not condemn them
because the situation which they took in
hand 21/2 years ago has worsened in some
respects, at least I have no sympathy for
them for the situation in which they find
themselves at this date.

Mr. Graham: Quite right, too.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: The Depart-
ment of Native Affairs is considered by
some members of the House, at least, to be
a vitally important department. We all
know of some of the problems created as a
result of the existence of natives in various
parts of the S~dtc. I do not know whether
the State is doing its best for these people.
All I know is that the problems which they
create are intensely difficult. I have no
doubt that the present Minister for Native
Affairs has effected some improvements here
and there, but I ani sure that he, not even
be, would claim that the problem is any-
where nearly solved. I very much doubt
whether he could even say that he has a
solution, not even in outline, let alone in
practicable form. And so those members
of this House who are concerned about the
welfare of the natives have a bounden duty
upon them to say, during the detailed dis-
cussion on the Estimates of that depart-
ment, what they think should be said.

Then there is the Lands and Surveys
Department with which, of course, is as-
sociated the vitally important matter of
soldier settlement. Is the member for Bev-
erley, for instance, satisfied with every as-
pect of the soldier settlement scheme-

Mfr. Mann: I cannot interject from here.
Hon. J. B. Sleeman: He must be; he has

said nothing.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I am sure the
member for Beverley is not satisfied. If I
remember rightly he made some extremely
strong criticisms last year or the year before
on this subject. We know how easy it is
to put men on tbe land; that has never
been a problem. The problem is to put them
on the land in such a way as to be reason-
-ably sure, at any rate, that they Vill stay

there and be able to establish themselves
successfully. That is the problem, Mr.
Speaker. I remember years ago in this
State, when the group settlement scheme was
being developed, we used to read in the
Press from time to time how many new mi-
grant settlers were placed upon the land in
the South-West. We had "The West Austra-
lian!' at that time in great glee and joy
over this fact; we had other people who
were so short-sighted as to believe that all
one had to do was to put a man upon the
land.

We saw what happened with most of the
people who were put upon the land in the
South-West at that time. I should say that
today there is not five per cent, of the origi-
nal settlers left, and many of them did not
stay long because of the circumstances in
which Viey were placed on the land. I am
not saying that the scheme has not, or will
not eventually justify itself as a whole. I
would agree that the work done, there
through those years--the methods of trial
and error adopted; the experience gained,
cruel though it was, by the expenditure of
money and sweat and blood-has, in the
passing of time, produced extremely good
results indeed. It has laid down at future
upon which it will be possible in the years
to come to develop the land of the Soth-
West and, perhaps, to a great extent the
land of the Great Southern in such a way
as considerably to increase the wealth and
production obtained from the land, thus
providing a living for more people settled
on it and a, living also for woikers in other
industries which depend upon farm activi-
ties for income and employment.

Then there is the Department of Agri-
culture which I should think would make
sufficient appeal with the Estimates of the
Department of Lands and Surveys, to mem-
bern of the Country and Democratic League,
to cause them to bring their conspiracy of
silence, so far this year, to an end. The
member for Beverley at the next election,
Mr. Speaker, will have on his hands the
figbt of his li*.

Mr. Mann: I am damned if I know.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: And he knows he
has a fight on his hands, too.

Eon. A. R. G. HAWKE: For the first
time in his political history the member for
Beverley will no longer have the undivided
support of the anti-Labour people in his
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district. At least one-half of them will be
ranged against him, desperate to encompass
his politicial defeat. Yet, Mr. Speaker, the
member for Beverley has been foolish
enough, during this year, to be coaxed by
the Government-

Mr, Hegney: Flattered!1

Hon. A. R1. G. HAWKEh -or disci-
plined by it into almost complete silence.
What does the memb~er for Beverley think
his people are saying in his district?7 What
does the member for Beverley think the
member for Geraldton will think of him,
the member for Beverley, when the member
for Geraldton goes into the Beverley district?7

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: That will be the day!
Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: The member

for Geraldton is enjoying that thought now.
Hon. E. H. H. Hall; My oath!1

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: "My oath !" he
says. The anticipation of it thrills him
from toenails to hair-roots. And of course
there are other members of the Country and
Democratic League who are anxious for the
House to -rise early in order that they might
invade the Beverley district or the' Avon
Valley district for the purpose of putting
the skids completely under the member for
Beverley so that he can be skidded away
into a political wilderness.

Mr. Graham: Here is wishing them luck.

Wa.- A. R. 0. HAWKE: We know that
the member for Bleverley possesses great
fighting qualities.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: With a rear-guard
action only.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: We know that
he is capable of taking on all-corners; the
big battalions have never scared him. Yet
unwisely, perhaps unthinkingly, he is al-
lowing the Government to manoeuvre him
into a position in this Parliament, during
this, year, which will he used against hinm
in this electorate m hen these campaigners
of the C.D.L. are let loose in his district in
the near future. I can understand the
Deputy Premier, the Mliniter for 'Works,
the Minister for Lands and the Minister for
Railways trying hard to manoeuvre the
member for Bleverley into this position. It
is to their advantage to do it. They do not
want the member for Beverley back into
this Parliament after the next election.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: They have had too
much trouble with him.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: They feel he
has battered them; put a knife into their
backs and consequently they are out to
bring about his defeat. I have a feeling, too,
that the Premier, the Minister for Housing,
the Attorney General, and the Honorary
Minister for Supply and Shipping-

The Honorary Minister for Supply and
Shipping: Don't mention me!I

Hon. A. RI. G. HAWKE: I move to de-
lete the Honorary Minister for Supply and
Shipping at her own request. I have ant idea
that the Liberal Party Ministers are not
very anxious to have the member for Rev-
erley back. The man who deserts one Party
today is just as likely to desert another
Party tomorrow.

The Minister for Education: You are hav-
ing quite a number of bright ideas in the
last couple of minutes.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: So I warn the-
memlker for Beverley in his own interests
to he careful. I suggest that ha take full
advantage of the opportunity still remain-
ing to him to plead the cause and rights of
his people in the Estimates still to be dis-
cnssed. I am not committing myself at t~is
stage to do what I can during the electionr
campaign in Avon Valley to obtain votes
for the member for Beverley;, I have still an
open mind on that subject. I understand he
will have at least two opponents and there-
fore my heart might influence me to use
what little influence I might possess in that
district to support what might logically be
regarded as the weaker cause; weaker in
respect of numbers at any rate-

Mr. Mann: Hear, hear!

Hon. A. R1. 0. HAWKE: -although T
believe the member for Beverley is a two-
handed fighter so that two opponents will'
not frighten him very much.

Mr. Bovell: Boots and all!

The Attorney General: A Kangaroo!

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: I understand
he is capable of using both feet if the-
necessity arises. I can only warn the mem-
ber for Beverley;, T cannot do the things
which would save him because be himself
must do them. The Department of Labour-
is a very vital one, even though it was not
allowed to function in any shape or form
when the coal strike at Collie grievously
menaced the transport systems of the State-
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a few week ago. Then again the Chief See-
retary controls some departments, one of
which, in association with housing, is the
most important of the times, namely, price-
control. If Parliament rises without doing
something effective about price levels and
the increasing rises in those levels, every
member who fails to try to do something
effective about it will deserve to suffer the
fate that will surely await him when the
electors go to the polls this year or next
year. I am positive the Chief Secretary has
not very much control over prices. I should
have referred to the Attorney General.

The Attorney General: Yes, you are get-
ting a hit sleepy.

Hon. A. RL. G. HAWKE: Yes, I am
afraid I did refer to the Chief Secretary
instead of to the Attorney General. If the
Government had a proper appreciation of
the law of self-preservation it would know
that the only possible way it can apply that
law to itself is to do something effetive
about prices because it is the prices issue
plus the shortage of houses that will de-
feat the Government overwhelmingly at the
next elections, unless something effective is
done. in the meantinme in respect of each
matter,

I read to the House the other night a
statement published in "The West Aus-
tralian" of the 1st September by the Com-
missioner of Prices in which a warning was
issued to profters who have been caught
redhanded by officers of the Prices Depart-
ment. They had accepted the counterfeit
excuses and the transparently absurd ex-
ecuses of those profiteers respecting the
plundering of the public that they had car-
ried out. They claimed they did not know
of the existence of a prices order in which
the maximum prices were set out in rela-
tion to goods -for which they were over-
charging-and the Prices Commissioner
accepted that explanation. I have known
Mr. Mathea for many years and he is too
hard-headed to accept anything of that
nature on his own initiative. The statement
contained a worse declaration about profi-
teers than the one I refer to, because
towards the end of it there appeared the
following:-

Every retail trader concerned should obtain
the relevant orders and ensure that his sell-
ing prices did not exceed the maximum prices.

Prices officers would continue to cheek prices
in the metropolitan area and elsewhere. If
overcharging was established against any par-
ticular trader-

This was after warnings had been issued,
and after these profiteers had been
caught redhanded! The statement concluded
with the words-

-appropriate action would be considered.

"Would be considered," Mr. Speaker, mark
you! I say there is a bounden duty upon
our shoulders as members of this House to
do something before the session closes to
stiffen price control in this State. I say
that, irrespective of whether the Conunis-
sioner made that statement or not. The con-
tinued increase in price levels constitutes
a grave menace to our economic stability"
Wed know what is happening. Prices go,
up and then wages go up. Business firms
go to the Commissioner and say their costs
have increased been use wages have gone up.
Then prices go up again and wages also
increase once more-and so it goes on.

Mr. May: And soon the balloon will go
up.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWTKE: On the notice
paper for the current sitting there appears
a notice of motion cam ug upon this House
to express an opinion favourable to the
appointment of a direct consumers' repre-
sentative and a direct businessmen's repre-
sentative to a prices commission. I am posi-
tive that until the consume~rs and business
interests have direct representatives upon a
commission of that kind, the price level will
continue to rise much more than it should.
Before it closes the session, the Government
should bring down amending legislation to
provide for that representation on a comi-
mission.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: And we should not
forget to put a lady on it.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: If the Govern-
ment does not do that, it will have no pos-
sible ebargee whatever of succecdirng at the
next election. It certainly has no possible
hope of improving the housing situation
between now and April. In fact, that situa-
tion will probably get worse. L.ast night the
Premier warned members of the Opposition
that, at the next election he would tell the
electors that the member for Edst Perth,
on the general debate on the Estimates, had
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spoken for about five hours and had cost
the State £100 or £200. Does the Premier
think the electors will listen to tbat sort of
thing and will be concerned at all about it?
Of course they will not. The whole matter
will have been forgotten by then.

The electors, will want to know why the
housing situation is as calamitous as it Is
and why the price level is as high as it is.
Those are the questions that will be issues
at the election. The electors will feel so
grim about those matters as to make it im-
possible even for the Premier in his most
agreeable moments and in his best get-
together style, to sidetrack them. If the
Premier endeavours to sidetrack the electors
by condemning the members for East Perth
and Pilbarn for having spoken at length, he
will receive an answer on election day that
will shock him beyond any possible antici-
pation he might previously have had.
So there is beyond any shadow of doubt
a heavy responsibility upon every member
of this House in regard to this daugerous
prices problem. There are many ether vital
departments the detailed Estimates of
which have yet to -be decided and in connec-
tion with which every private member
should say fully and freely what he thinks.

I have not yet even mentioned mining-
gold and coal-vital undertakings in this
State, especially coalmining, nor water sup-
ply, public works, main roads, railways and
so on. Yet the Premief brings down a
motion which he is going to try to bludgeon
through with the aid of his completely dis-
ciplined supporters. This motion says to
every member, "You must complete your
say by 9 p.m. on Tuesday, September 20th.
Everything you consider it your duty to
say in respect of all these matters and many
others you must complete by that date. i"
The Premier has no right to do this thing;
he has no right even to attempt it. It is
an effort on his part to rob members of
their undoubted and until now unchallenge-
able rights. He has no right to do it be-
cause the doing of it would injure the pub-
lie interest and welfare. No Premier has
any right even to try to do that.

Mr. Graham: Special dispensation for
this one.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Undoubtedly
the Premier and his colleagues decided on
this motion for the wholesale gagging of

members for one reason and one only. It
is to finish this session of Parliament-and
indeed this Parliament-before the dlay ar-
rives on which it is necessary for the mem-
ber for Middle Swan and the member for
Mt. Marshall to resign from this Assembly
to enable them to be out of this Parliament
for at least one month before they lodge
their nominationbg for seats in the Federal
House of Representatives. It would be mere
camouflage and political hypoerisy on the
part of the Premier to assign any other
excuse or reason; there is no other reason,
although there might be excuses.

Were the member for Middle Swan and
the member for Mt. Marshall not resigning
to contest the Federal1 election we would
continue in session until at least the middle
of November. In essence, therefore, the
rights of this section of Parliament, and
the greater rights of the public to have their
interests safeguarded and wherever pos-
sible advantaged, are being sacrificed to
political expediency. Why should members
of this - House he penalised because two
members take it into their heads to seek
a seat in the Commnonwealth Parliament!
There is not a scintilla of justifieation to
punish and gag members simply because
those two individuals have reached that
decision. To advantage those two members
and save itself frpm, embarrassment and
possible defeat on the floor of the House,
the Government is taking an unprecedented
step in seeking to force through a motion
which will inflict the gag or the guillotine
upon members at certain stipulated periods
and in connection with the most vital dis-
cussion it is possible to have in any Parlia-
ment, not only on the financial affairs of
this State but also on the whole function
of Government.

That is the situation in a nutshell,
even though it requires an outsize in
nutshells to hold it. M3r. Speaker, you
are a man of the world and a man
of considerable political courage. You have
suffered many indignities, personal and
otherwise, because you have had the courage
to express your opinions at various times.
We all remember with great gratitude the
stand you took and maintained from 1929
onwards in respect of the economic condi-
tions imposed upon great groups of men,
women and children in the various coun-
tries of the world, including Australia. We
all remember the firm stand you took
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against the wicked machinations of private
hankers by 'whose manipulations of credit
large communities of people were forcibly
for years cut off from any share in the
abundant production of foodstuffs, clothing
and raw materials necessary for housing.
You lived through bitter times in those
days, as we all did. You saw unerringly
where the economic wickedness existed, you
saw the maladjustment of the international
capitalist financiers. You condemned them
and their system which operated to their
financial advantage and you witnesserd how
indirectly they inflicted the worst cruelties
imaginable upon human beings.

We know you were ostracised by many
of the leaders of the Liberal Party in West-
ern Australia because of the stand you
took. We know how the Liberal Party's
inner circle endorsed candidates in opposi-
tion to you. We know how it was the second
preference votes of the Labour Party can-
did ates. in the contest of those days which
kept you in Parliament. So you are a man
of the world. You' know what is involved;
and I am sure that if you were on the floor
of the House as a private member, you would
speak very strongly and at considerable
length, if necesaury, inot only to safeguard
the rights of members of this House as being
superior to the rights of the Government,
but, above and beyond all, to protect and ad-
vance the rights of the people whose repre-
sentatives and servants we are supposed to
be-

So that is the reason the Government has
brought this motion forward-to convenience
and advantage two of its members, and save
itself from the possibility o1? embarrassment,
and perhaps defeat on the floor of the
House. No amount of camouflage or talk
or anything else can deny that or cover it
up. And because of that, every member
of this Rouse, irrespective of whether he
supports the conspiracy or not, is to have
his rights taken away from him, or at least
very seriously curtailed. I am not sure
how Hitlerism started in Germany. I
imagine it started in some form similar to
this. It had a very small beginning.

Mr. Boyd!l: It started in a beer cellar,
did it not?

Mr. G3raham: We know how it is starting
in Western Australia.

iseaT

Hon. A. lR, G. HAWKE: I mentioned the
other night that we had in our midst in
Australia a number of j eople out to under-
mine the Parliamentary institution. They
exist also in other British countries in greater
or lesser numbers. The Government is lining,
up with these people, though not wittingly.
It has lined up with them by interfering
with the rights of Parliament, and any
inierference with the rights of Parlia-
ment in some degree undermines that
Parliament. The degree might be only
small at the- beginning, but these things
develop from ptage to. stage; and it
might easily be that in future some
other Government, 6r this one, if it is re-
turned to power, will. take a step further
along the road to depriving the House as a
whole and Parliament as a whole of rights
which until now have undoubtedly and un-
ehallengeably belonged to each House and
to all members of Parliament as a whole.

I oppose the motion very strongly. It
should be overwhelmingly defeated, firstly,
because there is absolutely no justification
for it; and, secondly, because the carrying
of it would impose a penalty and punish-
ment upon members in respect of their free
and full consideration of vital affairs of
public interest.

Mr. HEGNEY: I move-
That the debate be adjourned.
Motion put and a division taken with the

following, result:-
Ayes . .. . .. 21
Noes.. . . . 22

Majority against.. . 1

Mr. Brady
Mr. Coverley
Mr. Pox
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hawke
Mr. Hegnsy
'Mr. Hoar
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Marshall
Mr. May
Mr. Mc~ulloch

Mr. Abbott
Mr. Ackland
Mr. Doeal
Mrs. Oardell.Oliver
Mr. COrroell
Mr. Doney
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Hall
Mr. Hill
Mr. Leslie
Mr. Manni

Aims.
Mr. Needham
Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Oliver
Mr. Panton
Mr. Reynolds
Mr. Siseman
Mr. Btyails
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Trist
Mr. Rodereda

Note.
Mr. McDonald
Mr. MeLarty
Mr, Murray
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Nimmo
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Seward
Mr. watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. Yates
Mr. Brand

Motion thus negatived.

(Teller,)

(Trell.)
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MRi. HEGNEY (Pilbara) [2.291: 1 do
lot propose to allow this motion to go to
.be vote without expressing my views. I
in unqualifiedly opposing the motion with
ill the vigour I can muster- The Premier,
n his very weak exposition as to the need
For it, saw fit to refer to -the time which
!ertain members of this House took with
respect to their speeches on the Estimates
generally. It is the first time since I have
been a member of Parliament that any
maember, let alone the Premier, considered
it right and proper to refer to other mem-
bers' speeches in such disparaging terms.
I say that any member has the right to ex-
press in his own way hi6 opinion; on what
he considers to he matters of public ins-
portance. Other people may have different
views, but the time has not arrived when
members should be subjected to such in-
sults. They should be allowed to make their
speeches in their own way, and the public
can judge them. It is true that I spoke
a little while ago on the General Estimate;,
and I then did what I considered a neces-
sary duty on behalf of the people.

I drew the attention of members and the
public of Wkestern Australia to the attempt
by the Liberal and Country League to
swallow the Country Party. I quoted a
series of extracts from the daily Press to
prove that what I was contending was cor-
rect. Among other things I said that if
there was to be political decency in this
country, the man who was elected by a cer-
tain political Party and subscribed to cer-
tain political beliefs should, when be
changed those beliefs, resign his seat and
allow the people to re-elect him, or pas$
other judgment on him. I mentioned the
member for Beverley, who was unavoid-
ably or avoidably, absent from the Chamn-
her at the time.

Mr. M3ann:- I am here tonight.

Mr. HEG"NEY: I am pleased to observe
that the hon. member is present.

Mr. Mann: I read your speech.

M r. HEGN.EY: I hope the hon. mem-
ber's conscience has pricked him since
reading my speech and that he has re-
trieved his lost laurels. T also mentioned
that other members of Parliament who
were elected by a certain political Party,
which has changed its name, should also go
to the people. I pointed out, too, that the
mouthpiece of the Liberal and Country

League-PjThe West Australian"-told the
Government long before Parliament opened
what it had to do, The Government is
carrying out those dictates almost to the
last letter.

*Mr. Mann: Very broadminded.

Mr. HEGN7EY: I quoted from "The West
Australian" editorials, which indicated to
the Government that it should open Parlia-
ment qarly; that it should pass a minimum
of legislation; that there was to be a red is-
tributio4a of seats; that there would be a
Federal election later in the year; that two
members were leaving the State Parliament
to try to enter the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment; that it would be judicious to close
Parliament as quickly as possible. No-one
will deny that, I do not propose to
quote in extenso from "The West Austra-
lian"; suffice it to say that I indicated that
"The West Australian" had told the Govern-
ment what it should do and the Governmbnkt,
by virtue of this motionp is carrying out its
dictates. I also warned the Country Party
of the danger to it of being swallowed by
the Liberal and Country League. I quoted
a statement by the Minister for Railways,
and whatever other attributes the Minister
way or may not have, he has that of honesty.
He was forthright in his statements at Pin-
gelly when he indicated that there were 12
paid organisers of the Liberal Party who
were attacking, not the Labour Party but
the Country Party, and trying to disrupt
it. These facts disclose to a large extent
why the Premier is frying to sandbag the
Opposition. They indicate that the Govern-
ment is anxious to close Parliament before
the member for Mt. Marshall and the mem-
ber for Middle Swan must -resign in order
to conform with the Commonwealth Consti-
tution and electoral laws in connection with
nominations for a Federal seat.

After all our efforts to obtain the real
reason why the Government is adopting this
attitude, and why it opened Parliament six
weeks prior to the ordinary date and is
breaking its neck to close before the middle
of October, or the first week in October, we
had a very tardy admission from the Pre-
mier that it was because two members were
resigning from the State Parliament. Yet
we have articles in "The West Australian"
and statements, as the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition has said, that the Premier
wanted, to adjourn for a long period so that
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members could participate in the Federal
election campaign; and other specious argu-
meats. He had, some officer of his depart,
ment honeycomnbing "Hansard" to see how
many minutes members took to discuss the
General Estimates. The figures submitted by
the Premier have no bearing on the motion.
He has indicated, but yery unwillingly, the
real reason which is that when the two
members resign, if Parliament Wvere in ses-
sion, tie Government might find that it did
Dot have the requisite numbers and would
be put on the spot.

Why did not the Goverinent admit that
in the first placeWI Why not be honest about
it? Why vilify and castigate members of
the Opposition because they exercise their
right to speak on the General Estimates,' and
other Estimates? I spoke earlier this even-
ing, and I complimented the Premier on his
goodwill and patience in answering, to the
best of his ability, the many questions asked
by the Opposition. But he finished that when
he submitted his motion. When we examine
the reason for seven hours being required
for a consideration of the Estimates under
the jurisdiction of the Premier, we find that
there were SO items to be dealt with, and
on a number of them members of the Oppo-
sition asked questions. I submit that the
questions were relevant and proper to the
items being discussed and that we were quite
in order in asking them. If one divides
.seven hours by 86, which was the number
of the items, it allows about five minutes for
each. Under the heading of "Premier and
Treasurer" the total estimated expenditure
for the year 1949-50 is £3,193,274, and seven
hours were spent in discussing items amount-
ing to that figure. In spite of that the Pre-
mier tried to lead members and the people
to believe that that was an extravagant use
of time- That alone should be sufficient to
make him, on reflection, withdraw his motion.

During that seven hour period the mem-
ber for Roebourne asked the Premier for
some details about Item No- 57, State Elec-
tricity Commission-Loss £330,000. I realise
that no Minister can be expected to have a
full knowledge of all the ramifications of the
various departments under his control, or to
know the answers to all questions that might
be asked without notice, or the full details
of the financial side of his department, but
the member for Roebourne referred particu-
larly to page 120 of the Estimates of Revenue

and Expenditure where under the heading
"1Stae Electricity Commission of Westeri
Australia" there appears, under the sub
heading, "Summary of Operations--All see
tions" the following:-

Metropolitan Sys-

Head OEGOc-Le

Cost of supervising
Country U0nder-
takings and JJ-

censes-Declenoy

£

59,550

3,480

4,160

£67,130

South-West State
Power sebeme-
Hired Plant and
Operation or
Country Under-
takLaps-Suolue

Supervision of oe
Udertakings-

21

Z7,15

The member for Roebourne asked the Pre
mier for some details of the discrepancy be
tween the estimated loss and the figure
shown in the summary of operations. Tb
Premier was not able specifically b
explain the variations in the figures
but I have no doubt that the respon
sible officers of the department, if ap
proached, could do so. The Minister fo:
Works entered the discussion with the re
sult that I think we were more confoundec
when he finished than before he had spoken
The debate on that section of the Estimate:
took from 35 to 40 minutes and if we clim
inate that time from the total, it will bi
seen that about AS5 items -were dealt with ih

6 V hours. In spite of that the Premnei
used that argument to justify putting thi
gag on this House. He insisted on quotinj
the figures to show the times occupied oj
the General Estimates in 1946 and 1947
as compared with this year, when he saig
we took 40 or 50 hours, tvo or three time!
as long as previously.

The Address-in-reply has been a timi
honoured part of the proceedings of Parlia
meat and, if members are to be denied tha
opportunity of speaking, it is only natura
that they will speak at greater leugth oi
hoth the General Estimates and individus
items. The Premier tried to make the poin
that the Opposition were occupying tim
and causing the House to sit later thai
necessary on account of discussing the Esti
mates. When I spoke on the General Esti
mates I commenced at 11.30 and befor
speaking I moved that the debate be ad
journed. I know that Ministers are tire
late at night and that during the day the,
have to attend their offices, receive depute
tions and do a rest deal of work. I thin
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that at 11.30 p.m. it was a fair proposition
for me to move that progress be reported,
but we were denied that right.

it was not my fault that I commenced
to speak at 11.30 p.m. The Government
was in charge of the House and if it thought
that the Clerks and other members of the
staff were being made to work too long
hours it could have ended the sitting about
midnight. Why blame the Opposition? I
took advantage of the Standing Order some-
what later in the evening and moved that I
be given leave to continue my remarks at
a future sitting. But again the Government
refused to allow the House to rise. I did
that on three occasions and each time we
were denied the right to adjourn. Then
the Premier blames the members of the Op-
position because they take up the time of
the House. That is a very weak and
specious argument. Whether it takes 15 or
50 bours, it does not matter. We are elected
to represent the various constituencies in
Western Australia and we should have the
right to put up our cases, to speak as we
think and for as long as we think fit. If
there is to be any contraction of the liberty
of members then this is not the way to do
it. There is a Standing Orders Committee
and any suggestion of the limiting of time,
either for each speech or for any particular
speech on any particular item, should be
discussed in a reasonable way.

Mention has been made of the guillotine,
or the gag-call it what one likes-that
applies in the Commonwealth Parliament.
The Commonwealth is in session for a
long time; not the one period but it is
in frequent and regular sessions. This Par-
liament adjourned in December and did not
meet until the 15th June. Now the Gov-
ernment is falling over itself to finish by
the end of September. The Premier, to try
to justify his utterly weak argument,
pointed out that certain expenses are in-
volved in printing "Hansard" and that if
members speak for a certain period then a
certain expenditure is incurred. I would
say that the Legislative Council is an un-
necessary' expenditure. It met on the 15th
June and did not transact any business
until late in June. Today it adjourned until
next Tuesday week and, if the Premier in-
tends to talk about expenditure, I suggest

the people of this country will recognise
that the Legislative Council is a far greater
expense than is this section of Parliament.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: It is a useless
expenditure.

Mr. HEGNEY: The Legislative Assembly
is at least representative of the people as
a whole and not only one section of the
people. 'The Premier said that members
would have every opportunity to discuss
the Estimates. Let us examine the position.
Today is the 8th September and normally
the House sits three days in the week. If I
am any judge, I do not think that country
members on the .Government side, and
country members occupying the Opposition
benches, desire to sit on Fridays because
they aie all anxious to get home at the
week-end and that has been the general
policy. We find that today is the 8th Sep-
tember and next Tuesday is the 13th Sep-
tember. If the House adjourned at about
11.30 each night-leaving out Wednesday
which is private members' day-we would
have two weeks at about 5Y2 hours per sit-
ting day. Let us say about 16 hours for
the two weeks. There are 50 members in
the Chamber and we will exclude the eight
Ministers and yourself, Mr. Speaker, which
makes a total of 41. With a total of 16
hours it would average about 25 minutes
for each member to participate in the con-
sideration of all the Estimates of Revenue
and Expenditure, to deal with the Trading
Concerns and the Estimates of expenditure
from Loan Fund. They must all be com-
pleted by the 27th Seotember. Apparently
the Government's attitude is that private
members of this Chamber will have 16 to
18 hours to consider every aspect of the
State's finances. I ask members is that rea-
sonable? I ask the* libertydloving member
for Beverley, is it reasonable? I ask all
other members of the Country Party who
are so keenly interested at present. I know
they are going to assimilate the figures 1
now intend to quote.

I have taken the trouble to extract a few
figures from the Estimates to show how
utterly unreasonable is the sug-e~tion of
the Government contained in the motion
launched by the Premier. I do not intend
to quote all the items in detail but to give
some figures from the General Fstiznates as
they come under the jurisdiction of the
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various Ministers. The portfolio of Minis-
ter for Education is one of the most im-
portant of all our departments. The ex-
penditure for the Department of Education
for the year ended the 30th June, was
£1,788,164, and the estimate for 1949-50 Is
£1,908,596. There is an estimated increase
of £120,432. That is just one item and we
are supposed to swallow this motion hook,
line and sinker and allow the Government
to take cover by the end of September. I
will now deal with another item which
comes under the jurisdiction of the Minister
for Education-Social Services. The ex-
penditure for the year ended the 30th June,
1949, was £113,988 and the estimate for the
year ended the 30th June, 1950D, is £142,860.
There is an increase of £e28,872-

Now we come to the Minister for Hous-
ing, Forestry and Native Affairs. The ex-
penditure under the Department of Hous-
ing for the year ended the B0th June, 1949,
v as £209,860 and the estimate for the year
1949-50 is £E232,668, an increase of £22,800.
Housing, as has been said on p1revious occa-
sions since this Parliament opefied, is one of
the most important 'social -problems with
which this eountry is faced today. We are
asked in a placid way, as it were--apart
from being enabled to ask a few questions
of the Minister for Housing-to close this
Parliament to allow two members on the
Government side to seek Federal parliament-
ary honours and the Government to save
its hide. It is not my intention to enter
into a great deal of detail on housing. Suf-
fice it to say that members are entitled not
only to ask a question or two of the Min-
ister for Housing as to how many houses
he will build, how many he has built, how
many were built before the election, and
how many people are waiting for them to
be built; we are not only entitled to that
right but also to offer constructive criticism
to the Minister for Housing.

We are entitled to point out that the
Liberal and Country League, during the
last election campaign, indicated that prices
rise with Wise and that there was no black
market until Labour took office. We are
entitled to make that criticism. We are
also entitled to point out that the members
of the Government, the 'Premier and the
Deputy Premier, very ably assisted by the
Minister for Housing, told the electors of
Western Australia in no uncertain terms

by written word, by spoken word and by
broadcast that if they were returned to
power the housing problem would be solved
overnight and that the cobwebs would dis-
appear. What is the position todayI Be-
fore the last election I did not believe, and
many other people did not either, that the
Government would be able to solve the
housing problem overnight but unfortun-
ately a number of innocent people did.

If the Labour Government were returned
at the next election-and I think it will
be--I do not believe it would be able to
solve the housing problem overnight either,
but I would not attempt to mislead the
people by telling them that if the Labour
party were returned to office it would be
able to supply up-to-date and modem hous-
ing forthwith. No-one can suggest that a
problem of this magnitude can be solved
immediately but this Government did, and
that is one of the reasons why it is trying
to bludgeon this motion through at any
cost either today or tomorrow and the Min-
ister for Housing is only one of the Min-
isters involved. In accordance with its
policy of relinquishing controls, of smash-
ing down all those who were least able to
protect themselves by currying favour with
the people who advocated lifting of these
controls, in gaining favour with those who
are shouting from the housetops the ad-
vantages of free enterprise, the Govern-
ment gave way and released the controls
on bricks, cement and other articles. It
then found that there was so much chaos
and blackmarketing that it was pleased tc
grab the excuse of the Collie coal strike Uc
reimpose those controls.

The Minister for-Housing: It found thai
the building rate doubled.

Mr. HEGNEY: It found that all the prob,
lems which it assured the electors before the
election -would be solved were just as acute
as they were three years ago. The answer.
given to questions by members show thai
the position is just as serious today, unfor
tunately, as it was two or three years ago
Every member of the House knows of thi
number of cases where young married met
are obliged to live apart from their wives
they know of many casej where childrer
are living in one place, Ase wife in anothe
and the husband in another; they know thai
there are many places where men are livini
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in cramped and outmoded conditions; and
sueh a state of affairs wil unfortunately
continue for many years to come. Notwith-
standing that, we have the Minister for Hons-
ig, in his extremely astute manner putting
the sunny side of the picture to the public.
He would have us believe that geographically
at least the housing problem is being satis-
factorily solved.

But I do not think the people of the
State will at the next election fall for the
misleading and dishonest propaganda which
was broadcast throughout the length and
breadth of the State dluring the early months
of 1947. I have no criticism to makte of the
Native Affairs Department. When dealing
with the Estimates on native affairs I do
propose, if the opportunity permits, to make
some brie! comments on the native problem.

The Minister for Housing: They would
he very welcome.

Mr. HEGNEY: I am glad of that inter-
jection because I know the Minister does not
make it sarcastically. But it is all very well
for the Minister to say that. The question is:-
Will the opportunity present itself, when
wre are considering the native affairs Esti-
mates-

The Miinister for Housing: I think so.

Mr. HEGNEY: The Minister thinks so
but if we are to take seriously at face
value the terms of this motion, and I pre-
sume some members of the Government are
doing so, and we are also to take the Pre-
mier's statement that he wants to sit during
reasonable hours, we Will have to deal with
the Education Estimates, all the items
under the Social Service Estimates and
possibly some others before the Estimates
of the Native Affairn Department are
reached. If it so happens that we are able
to deal with those Estimates we will not
be able-much to the relief of the Attorney
General-to discuss in detail the vital mat-
ter of price-control. There is an item in
the Estiruttes of the Attorney General
relative to price-control which is a fair
distance back in the schedule of the esti-
mated revenue and expenditure, and we
would not be able- to offer any criticism of
that aspect of Government policy. I am try-
ing to demonstrate even at this early hour of

the morning how unreasonable, how un-
democratic and indeed how Fascist-like this
proposition of the Government is-

Mr. Triat: You mean fascinating.

Mr. HEGNEY: I do not mean'faseinat-
ig. I mean Hitler-like or Stalin-like;
they are all tarred with the one brush. It
is a dictatorial attitude to adopt. That is
what I want to say to the members of the
Government and I think the member for
Mt. Magnet will agree with me in the senti-
ments I express. The Lands Department
last year expended £180,163 and the esti-
mate for the current year is £230,705, an
increase of £44,542. Then there are the
following departments, and I give the
expenditure for 1948-49 and the estimated
expenditure for the current financial year,
showing the increase or decrease as the
ease may be-

Expendi- 
I~tmss-dDepartment. tu% ture, lacOsse. IDecreae.

Agrcult'ure .. 257,863 303,B07 46,044
labor Seemj 17,1263 20.B50 3,387

Obi? ecetry210,577 226,947 10,370
Mines.....103,802 208,778 14,976
Police.....518,888 660,179 31,791
Putblic worksi

and Water
supply, .... 586,019 609,230 ... 278

It will be interesting to note that of the
Votes I have quoted, only two show a de-
crease and they are the Departments of
Puble Works and Water Supply. The Votes
cover many items dealing with maintenance
and construction in respect of country
water supplies, public works and buildings
and so on, but I do not propose to traverse
them all. For the Minister to do justice
to the Votes for his departments, which, as
the member for Avon knows, are of vital
interest to country centres, would take up
considerable time in outlining the activities
under his jurisdiction and the reason for
the various headings of expenditure.

Other Ministers would act similarly with
regard to their respective departments and
would take up much of the time, and
rightly so, between now and the 20th Sep-
tember, when the axe is scheduled to fall.
Members generally will have little oppor-
tunity, therefore, to offer comments to
Ministers regarding their departments,
quite apart from the matter of criticism or
the asking of questions and the receiving of
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intelligent answers. The Premier tried to
tell us that if the motion is carried-no
doubt effect will be given to it forthwith-
reasonable hours will be prescribed for sit-
tings, but nevertheless members will be
forced to complete the debate on the Esti-
mates by the 20th September. The Premier
and his Ministers may regard that as demo-
cratic; I certainly do not, and I shall oppose
the motion to the fullest possible extent,
Coming now to the Attorney General's
Department, while he may be wide awake in
administering many pf the branches under
his control, as he is now-half asleep-so I1
should say he generally is with regard to

-price-fixing. The expenditure for the year
ended the 30th June, 1949, in respect of the
Attorney General's Department was
£241,885, while the estimated expenditure
for the current financial year is £292,649,
'which discloses an increase of £50,764.

I feel certain that, as surely as night
follows day, if the motion under discussion
is carried, membeit will be precluded from
hearing the Attorney General, in his eps-
tomary lucid manner, explaining the ac-tivi-
ties of the departments under his control.
We will not be ahle to hear him outlining
the activities of the Prices Department,
which, to my mind, deals with a sub-
jeet that is almost as vital to the community
-as housing, which is under the jurisdiction
of the Minister for Housing- To my way
,of thinking, if the motion is agreed to, the
Attorney G~neral will not have an oppor-
tunity to introduce his departmental Esti-
mates. That being so, we will not have any
chance to offer criticism or make helpful
suggestions to the Minister in conne~ion
-with the price-fixing legislation that he
administers. We would like to hnow from
the MLkinister whether it is a fact that as
soon as Parliament rises, although thefe
may appear to be great activity on his part
-now, there will be less from the end of
September until the next general elections
take place.

The Attorney General: It would not he
advisable, would it?

Mr. HEGNEY: I have no complaint
against the administration of price control,
nor have I any complaint to make against
Mr. Mathea and his staff, but I would like
to know -whether any member of the Govern-
ment, or the Attorney General onl behalf of

the Government, has issued instructions or
given advices to the officers of the Prices
Department to go steady on the matter of
prosecutions.

The Attorney General: That has not been
done,

Mr. REGNEY: That is one admission we
have got. I would also like to know thenum-
her of prosecutions launched since the Act
was passed, who were the persons prose-
cuted and the types of businesses they were
conducting, how many prosecutions are
pending against traders and the types of
businesses they are engaged in; also how
many times the Attorney General has de-
clined or refused to sanction prosecutions.

The Attorney General:- Not at all. I can
answer that question.

Mr. Fox: That is not correct either.

31r. HEGNEY: Has the Attorney General
issued instructions to ensure that the prices
fixed by the Commission are being charged
by'tradersi

The Attorney General: Those are my in-
structions.

Mr. HEGKEY: I would also like to know
what action is being taken to ensure that
the Ministers instructiuns are obeyed. From
the answer to a qu~stion, asked I think by
the member for Perth, and also by myself
some considerable tine ago, I gather, speak-
ing from memory, that the number of in-
spectors has been decreased since the State
took over control. I believe the decrease is
30 or 40. I do not know to what parts of
the State the inspectors travel, but I believe
there is an insufficient number- at Kalgoor-
lie. I understand that no inspector has
ever darkened the door of some of the shops
in country centres and smaller towns. There
is laxity also so far as Perth and Fremantle
are Concerned. Either the Government has
tol the Prices Commissioner to instruct the
inspectors merely to make formal inspec-
tions, or the inspectors have received ad-
vices from some source not to launch prose-
cutions or scrutin ise closely the prices being
charged by certain traders.-

I have previousl'y made references to the
price of meat. I asked a series of questions
the answers to -which by the Attorney
General in some cases were evasive. I do
not say deliberately so, although finally he
admitted he was aware that some traders
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were charging excessive price. We had
evidence only the other day from a Gold-
fields member to the effect that the prices
charged by butchers on the Golddields were
far in excess of the fixed price.

'Mr. SPEAKER: This is away from the
motion now.

Mr. HEGNEY: I am glad of your inter-
jection, Mr. Speaker, because it gives me an
opportunity of which I shall avail myself.
I think you will agree with me when I ex-
plain the reason why -we are opposing the
motion. If carried, it will stifle discussion
on certain sections of the Estimates. We
will not have the opportunity of seeking in-
formation from responsible Ministers. We
will not have the opportunity to criticise
mildly, trenchantly or otherwise, Ministers
or their departments. I think my remarks
are absolutely relevant to the motion. It is
a long time since it was read and it might
be well to remind members what it says. It
reads-

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is necessary to enable this
House hereby to direct that, in connection
with the subjects indicated hereunder, the
several debates shall be concluded, and tbe
several questions and consequent procedure
shall be put, without amendment or debate,
as follows-

A8 to Leave to Continue.

I know you are very tired, Mr. Speaker. I
move-

That I be allowed to continue my remarks
at a later stage.

Leave refused.

Debate Resumed.

Mr. HEGNEY: I take that as another
wonderful demonstration on the part of the
Government of its desire to let members go
at a reasonable hour. I shall proceed with
the reading of the motion -

Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure,
Consolidated 11evenue Fund, 1949-1950, at 9
p.m. on Tuesday, 20th September.

Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure,
State Trading Concerns, 19423-1950, at 9 p.m.
on Thursday, 22nd September.

Estimates of Expenditure from General
Loan Fund, 1949-1950, at 9 p.m. on Tuesday,
27th September; and Appropriation Bill,
1949, through all stages, at 11 p.m. on Tues-
dlay, 27th September.

I am attempting to indicate to the House,
and to the Government and the Premier in
particular, that if the motion is passed we

shall not have an opportunity reasonably to
discuss the major portion of the items in
these Estimates.

'Hon. J. T. Tonkin: On a point of order,
Mr. Speaker, I desire to know whether it is
in order for members to create discord in
this Assembly by snoring in different keys.

Mr. SPEAKER: It is disorderly. If I
happen to hear it I will draw attention to it.

Mr. HEGNEY: I was proceeding to show
that if the notion is carried members will
not have an opportunity to offer comment
on the various items in the Estimates or
have the benefit of reports from the various
Ministers. I was explaining that price-fix-
ing is a matter of vital importance.

The Attorney General: It has been dis-
cussed, of course.

Mr. HEGNEY: That is not sufficient for
me. What I would like to have from the
Attorney General is a comprehensive-

Mr. May: Good Lord! Do you mean thatt
Mr. HEGNEY: -report on the admini-

stration, and the whole of the ramifications
of the price-fixing department.

Mr. May: Not this morning!

Mr. KEGNEY: We have not had that
yet. The Act was passed in September,
1948, but we have not yet had what I would
term not an elaborate but a comprehensive
and detailed report of the activities of the
price-fxing department. It is. common
knowledge that, apart from the price of
meat, potatoes, for examhple, are supplied
to the consumers at rates above the fixed
price. The price of bread was increased
and the prices of a number of other commo-
dities were raised; but we have had no de-
tailed report from the Minister as to why
these things are occurring. I have pointed
out before--and I think I would be in order
in reiterating this point, because it strikes
at the pockets of hundreds of thousands of
workers-that if the Minister were to enforce
the provisions of the Act, the basic wage
would not he much higher than it is today
but the purchasing power of the workers
would. If the statistician were supplied
with the actual prices being charged by
various retailers, the basic wage would be
much higher today, because the retail index
figures supplied by the statistician, measur-
ing the change in the cost of living, would
disclose that an increased basic wage was,
necessary.

0
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Mr. May: The-Gallup poll disclosed that.

Mr. HEGNEY: I do not usually take
much notice of the Gallup pci1, but in this
instance it was correct. I do not propose
to cover every item in the Estimates of
Revenue and Expenditure, but I come to
another slight matter which affects the
Attorney General in his capacity as Minis-
ter for Healo. The expenditure of the
Public Health Department for 1948-49 was,
£502,629, and the estimate for the year
1949-5Q is £745,430, an increase of £342,811.
In all sincerity, I ask you, Mr. Speaker,
whether you can swallow that, without
recognising and without believing that we
should have a reasonable opportunity to as-
certain from the Minister, if possible, the
reason for such a vast increase in the cur-
rent estimate compared with the expendi-
ture for the year recently closed?

I have sat on the Government side of the
House when you, Sir, have been a member
on the floor of the House, and with intense
interest I have heard you on more than one
occasion, championing the cause of the
rights of private members. But here we
have an item which appears in the Revenue
and Expenditure Estimates well at the back
of the schedules; and I have no doubt that
if the motion is carried, we will not have the
benefit of a satisfactory and fair explania-
tion from the Minister as to the details
regarding the proposed expenditure of
£C745,000 by thjis. department during the cur-
rent year-almost three quarters of a mil-
lion pounds.

Yet the Premier will try to tell us that
members on this side of the House occupied
many hours on the General Estimates and
unless the guillotine is applied many more
hours may be occupied in discussing the
detailed Estimates. If members of this
House, elected on an adult franchise basis
by the people of the State, are to pass Esti-
mates of m~illions of pounds bolus-bolus
they will not be doing their duty to the
electors. We shall not fulfil our obligation
unless, when we deem it necessary, we obtain
from the responsible Ministers full details
of how Estimates are arrived at.

1 come to another item more stupendous
than any I have mentioned. I refer to
Public Utilities. The expenditure for last
year was £8,360,180 and the estimate for
the current year is £9489,350, an increase
not of £1,000 bat of £1,129,170. Yet the

Premier would have us believe that the beet
interests of the country can be served by
passing the Estimates overnight and with-
out their being examined by members, and
without our obtaining from the responsible
Ministers the various details. Someone has
spent hours in obtaining information from
"Hansard" as to the time taken in the con-
sideration of previous Estimates, Altar
trying to assure members that they would
have ample opportunity of discussing the
whole of the Estimates by the 22nd Septem-
ber, the Premier turns around and tells us
that the real reason for all this is that two
members are going to resign. The estimatt
for public utilities is OV million pounds,
which is a stupendous sum. We are entitled
to have full information on every item con-
stituting that vast amount.

I come now to tramways and !rail-
ways. The tramuways expenditure for
the year ended the 30th June, 1949,
was £685,000. The estimate for 1949-
50 is £767,000, or an increase of
£82,000, I would like to know what the
Minister proposes to do in regard to the co-
ordination of transport during the coming
twelve months. I also wish to know the
attitude of the Government regarding the
proposition to take the trains out of the
city altogether and replace them with either
trolley-busses or petrol busses. What is the
attitude of the Government with regard to
the extension of trolley-busses or diesel
busses? We will not have the opportunity,
if this motion is carried, of going into
those matters. The tramway item is infini-
tesimaL compared with the railways. The
expenditure last year was £6,787,862. The
estimate for this year is £7,770,000, an in-
crease of £991,138. Yet the Premier tries
to explain his attitude away in a few
minutes and make us believe that if we pass
the motion we will have an opportuniiy of
examining the railway Estimates, hearing
from the Minister and offering comment.

The State batteries expenditure last year
was £C80,525 and the estimate this year is
£80,500 or a decrease of £25. 'Many mem-
bers who represent the Goldfields areas
naturally desire to obtain from the Minister
representing the Minister for .Mines quite
a deal of information, and they possibly
have some suggestions they want to make
in regard to the State batteries but they
will not have an opportunity to do that if
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this motion is carried. The expenditure on
Cave House for 1948-49 was £17,989, and
the estimate for 1949-50 is £18,141, or an
increase of £202. These figures are an indi-
cation of how stupid the motion is, and how
unreasonable the Premier is in trying to
force it down the throats of members of
the Opposition and, indeed, the private
members of his own Party who, I feel sure,
resent the action of Cabinet in refusing them
ample opportunity to offer suggestions on
behalf of their electors in connection with
the Estimates.

IThe total figures are as follows :-Ex-
penditure for the year ended the 30th June,
1949, £21,425,459; estimate for the current
year, £23,509,873, or an increase of
£2,084,414. These figures disclose a posi-
tion entirely contrary to that indicated by
the Premier -who wishes to stifle members
on this side of the House, and to shut up
Parliament by the end of September for the
purpose of saving his and his friends' poli-
tical skins. As I said earlier, if we examine
the time from now until Tuesday week, the
20th September, we find there will be three
sitting days, excluding those to be given to
private members-unless the Premier intro-
duces another motion in -regard to them-of
four or five hours, or even six hours, which
makes a total of 16 to 18 hours in which to
deal with an estimated expenditure of nearly
£'24,000,000. Yet the Premier gets up, and
because some members offer a few remarks
as to the machinations of his Party he says
the time is being wasted.

The Premier: Did you say a few remarks?

Mr. HEGNEY: H1e refuses to allow mem-
bers to discuss the individual lEshimstes.
That is the position as r see it. I propose
to deal briefly with the State Trading Con-
cerns Estimates.

The Premier: I hope to bring the Loan
Estimates down on Tuesday to give you an
,early opportunity of dealing with them.

Hon. J1. T. Tonkin: The Premier seems to
live on hope.

The Premier:- I think it will be fulfilled.

M1r. HEGNEY: I do not propose to deal
with the Loan Estimates. Although the
motion implies that they will be available,
they- are not to hand yet and the Premier
is apparently taking time by the forelock.
Under the heading of "State Trading Con-
cerns" 'are included the State Engineering

Works, the State Brick Works, the State
Saw Mills, the State Shipping Service, til
Wyndham Meatworks, the State Hotels, and
so on. I assume these items will be dealt
with after the others to which I have re-
ferred have been initrodueed by the respec-
tive Ministers, and it is clear that we will
not have opportunity properly to discuss the
public utilities of the State -or ascertain
what is Government policy concerning them.
We will not have opportunity of discovering
from responsible Ministers, for instance,
whether it is proposed to sell the State Brick
Works to private enterprise.

The Premier can shake his head, hut we
might like to know whether it is proposed
to sell the Wyndhamn Freezing Works, the
State Shipping Service or the State Saw
Mills. They are all important public under-
takings that have been established for many
years and are performing great service
for the State. I know the Government has
been mildly accused by the Liberal Party
executive of carrying on socialistic enter-
p~ises. I do not doubt that there has been
presstire from soie quarters in an endea-
vour to make the Government dispose of
certain State undertakings. We 'would like
to know the attitude of the Government in
regard to these State undertakings, but if
this resolution is carried we will not he able
to discuss these items fully nor will Minis-
ters he ahle to advise us of the Government's
attitude in this regard.

I do not recollect a motion of this charac-
ter being moved at any other time during
my years in this House, and certainly not,
during the years when Labour occupied the
Treasury Bench. Certainly when a session
extended late into December and members
of the then Opposition wished to exercise
their right to debate measures and discuss
the Estimates, as they were entitled to,
arrangements were made for late sittings
and sometimes for Friday sittings, but that
was done more or less as a mutual arrange-
ment. At all events it was understood that
members of all parties representing country
constituencies had no objection to sitting
late in order that they might get home by
Christmas. This year we began our sittings
on the 15th June and now, when we are not
yet at the middle of September, the Premier
has decided or has been instructed that
Parliament shall conclude its deliberations
by the end -of September or the first week
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ix1 October. I think 'he has worked back
from the possible date of nominations for
the Federal elections and has decided that
the member for Middle Swan and the mem-
ber for Mt. Marshall will need to resign at
a certain date, by which time Parliament
must be closed. He does not care what
bludgeoning tac' tics are adopted or what
hours we have to sit.

I have no doubt there was a joint meet-
ing of members of the Government and
that there was an understanding reached
that private members on the Government
side of the House were to remain dumb.
Approaches were probably wade to the two
Independent members, who, in amazing
manner, have decided to pair one with the
other. The Premier has come here with a
deliberate understanding that, although it
has been customary, when & Ministeir has
moved a motion for a member of the Op-
position tq secure the adjournment of the
debate, that shall not be dbne on this oc-
casion. When the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition sought to secure the adjourn-
ment it was refused by the Government.
Why, when the implication was that this
-was a private motion, should it take pre-
cedence over the business of private mems-
bers? Why should it take precedene over
business that -has been on the notice paper
for many weeks?

The nttituile of the Government deserves
the strongest condemnation, as there is no
justification for it. The decent thing to do
was for the Premier to have moved his mo-
tion on Thursday and to have allowed the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition to secure
the adjournment of the debate.

Mr. Marshal9 : Courtesy would demand
that.

Mr. HEGNEY: Yes, yet the Premier said
"We are sitting late hours owing to the
Opposition," though the Government is in
control of the House and the Premier used
his slender majority for the purpose of
making us continue sitting when we sought
to have the debate adjourned. The Premier
tried to insinuate that the public would
have great regard for -the expense to which
Parliament is being put owing to -long
speeches on the General Estimates. If
Parliament means anything at all it is a
place where the representatives of the
people should be allowed to express their
opinions, and those of the electors they

represent, on' all matters related to the.
State's finances, without being stifled by-
motions of this kind. No more dictatorial
attitude has been adopted in this Parliament
for many years. I believe that on only two
occasions since responsible Government was
bestowed on this State have such motions.
been introduced.

Only twice has the gag been applied in
Western Australia. The Standing Orders
contain provision for any member to move-
"That the question be now put" or "That
the Bill be read this day three months."'
There are other means also of crippling:
any proposition, but they have rarely been
used. Yet we have had this spectacle. We-
have had the spectacle of 50 members,
representing approximately 500,000 people,
being obliged to sit night after night, long
hours, for the twofold purpose of allowing
the member for Middle Swan and the mem-
ber for Mft. Marshall to resign their State
seats in time to nominate for Common-
wealth seats, and also for the purpose of
allowing the Government to take cover be-
fore those members actually resign. If this
were the end of November I would not be
so vigorous or hostile in my attitude. If it
were the end of November and Parliament
had met on the 15th June, or the 15th July,
and an Address-in-reply had been carried
on as hitherto, I for one would not be
strong in my criticism of the Government..

If ample opportunity bad been given to
private members on each and every individual
item in the Estimates we would have no
complaints. If a member feels so disposed
to speak on individual items, he should be
able to please himself. But for the Premier
to introduce a motion such as this, which
deals with Eistimates covering a sum of
nearly £24,000,000, and expect members to
finish speaking within about 16 hours, is
absolutely ridiculous. Instead of the Pre-
mier trying to indicate -to the public that
we are wasting time he ought to show just
how much money his idea6 are costinig the-
country. He put up a weak and most spe-
cious argument.

Mr. Graham: Absolutely!

Mr. HEG1N-EY: I for one am prepared
to face -the public and explain the real rea-
son why the Government has used this dic-
tatorial and undemocratic move for the pur-
pose of closing Parliament. The Govern-
ment received its instructions before Parlia'-

1873:



1874 [ASSEMBLY.]

ment opened and the Country Party is be-
ing dragged at the heels of the L.C-L. Those
who are behind the Liberal Party will stop
at nothing during the next few months to
try to oust politically the Commonwealth
and State Labour administrations. Un-
limited money will be spent during the next
few months, when this Parliament rises, for
the purpose of enabling the Liberal Party
and the Country and Democratic League
organisers to percolate from one end of this
State to another to try to put the Labour
Government out of office. The Liberal
Party stands for anything else hut demo-
cracy although it claims to represent it.
Now we have this motion!I It savours more
of Hitlerismn than anything that I know of.
This is supposed to be a democratic institu-
dion, but this is no way to treat private
members. We are being sandbagged for
the purpose of allowing two members to
endeavour to get into the Commonwealth
Parliament and enable the Government to
take cover from the criticism of the Oppo-
sition of this State.

MR. MANN (Beverley) [4.4 a.mJ]: I do
Dot intend to speak for very long because
the hour is late. However, I admire the
Premier and the Government for bringing
down this motion. If I had my way I
would apply the gag within the next hour
,or so. I remember when I came to this
House in 1930, with the present Premier,
the Minister for Lands and you, Air.
Speaker. I well remember the tactics that
the then Labour Party adopted. They stone-
walled for 30 hours-often at a 12-hour
stretch. That is all the Opposition is doing
tonight in this debate. Its tactics are just
the same as they were in those days and it
is attempting to bludgeon this Government
in an attempt to stop the motion. This
sort of debate has brought Parliament
before the public and made it appear
ridiculous.

Mr. Graham: This action by the Govern-
mient has madec it appear ridiculous.

Mr. MANN: This action by the Opposi-
tion has brought Parliament into ridicule.
I remember seeing the "Daily News" last
Friday evening. There was a photograph
of the member for East Perth, in pyjamas,
reading his speech. I wonder whether he
knows what the country people think about
a thing like that. From the photograph it

looks as though he was in his pyjamas
although he might have been in his night-
shirt. What a wonderful exhibition for a
member of Parliament to be dressed like
that and to have a photograph taken. It was
in the "Daily News" for everybody to see.
All of the speeches of members on the other
side of the House have been in vilification
of the Liberal and Country League and the
Country and Democratic League. M1embers
of the Opposition have tried *to smash the
two Parties, but this Government will re-
main loyal as long as the Government lasts.

The faults of this Government have been
many and I have criticised'it on occasions,
but at least it has had the guts to attempt
to do something. I am sure that 80 per
cent, of the members on the other side of
the Rouse are, anxious that these unneces-
sary speeches should cease. We have bad
the spectacle of some of the older members
trying to come back and be as good as they
weite 20 years ago. Some of these young
stalwarts of the Labour Party are trying to
do the same thing, but if you, Mr. Speaker,
will look round the Chamber you will see
that most of the members are tired and
many of them are slumbering. I do not
blame them because I could go to sleep
quite edasly. Those members are trying to
rest themselves and yet we have Labour
members putting up these pitiful excuses.
They are frying to bring the health of the
staff and other extraneous matter into the
discussion. What a lot of rot that is!

This move, I hope, will alter the whole
of our Parliamentary system. I do not de-
sire to see private members denied tbe right
to speak, but if we are .to have these
bludgeoning tactics by the Opposition-this
stonewalling-then something must be done.
I admire the Prime Minister, Mr. Chifley,
for his action in cases of this sort. I
am quite sure that the Commonwealth
Leader of the Opposition, Mr. 'Menzies, and
his crowvd adopt the same tactics as this
crowd arc doing tonight. This motion will
have a better effect and produce better legis-
lation into this country than we have had for
some time. I consider an alteration in the
Parliamentary system in this State is long
overdue although I repeat that I do not
want to see private members denied the
right to speak, nor do I want a Cabinet to
control the destiny of this country. It is
time that some move was made to alter our
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parliamentary system and make us more a
Government for the people and less a Gov-
ernment for the Party. That is my belief
and I hate had many years' experience
here, although I may not have many more.

Mr. Graham: About six months.

Mr. MANN: It will not worry me in the
least. I will not shed any teams about it,
hut I believe that I will come back again.
However, if I do not, it will not worry me
at all. I believe the people of Western
Australia are damned sick and tired of all
these Party political moves.

Mr. Rodored'a: They ought to be.

Mr. MANN: The Government is justified
in bringing this motion before the House
this evening. What has been gained from
tonight's long debate?

Mr. Graham: We have discovered the
respect held for our Standing Orders by
members of the Government.

Mr. KANN: I have very great respect
for them. I consider they should be over--
hauled, but this does not over-ride them.

Mr. Graham: You have violated half a
dozen tonight already.

Mr. MANN: We have seen the pitiful
spectacle of legislation being dealt with in
a childish niann&r by members who have
been placed here by the people to admninis-
ter the jaws of the country. How stupid
are these stonewalling tactics! During the
whole 14 years we were in Opposition we
never adopted similar tactics.

Mr. Graham: Yes.

Mr. MANN: During my parliamentary
career we never adopted the same course as.
the Opposition is doing tonight. In fact,
we always tried to help the Government
when we were in Opposition. There are
many memberq on the other side of the
House whom I respect, and especially the
younger members.

Mr. Graham: Thank you.

Mr. MANN: There are many members-

Mr. Graham: Do you respect everyone on
the Government side of the House?

IMr. MANN: I respect all members of
this House; at least I hope I have the
friendship of all of them. I may have
some extreme views and I may come into
conflict with the opinions of my Party, and

if at any time it is my desire to break away-
from that Party and help to form a new-
Party, that is entirely my own business. If
I want to form a new Party, and members.
are prepared to join me, that is purely my
affair. I read the speech of the member-
for Pilbara last week; it was purely a series,
of quotations. It was childish. The Gov-
ernment is to be congratulated on the pro-
cedure it has adopted for the welfare of this.
country. There are many members today
and also Ministers of the Crown who, be-
cause of the tactics being adopted by the
Opposition, are being worn ont.

Mr. Graham: It is wearing us down.

Mr. MANN: They have not an easy job,
so let us show some tolerance for the men
who are administering the affairs-of govern-
ment, whether they are on this side of the
House or on the other side. The way in which
the proceedings of the House are being con-
ducted now will bring down the contempt
of the public upon the heads of members.
We should try to elevate ourselves to a
higher position. Let us get away from this,
stupid Party bug. Good fellowship exists:
among all members-

Mr. Graham: You are making a sermon,
the same as did the member for Irwin-
Moore.

Mr. MANN: When the session concludes,
within a month, there will be a fraternal
feeling exhibited amongst members, and
those feelings will be the true reflection of
our ideas. I would say that most members
on the Opposition side will be extremely
pleased when the session concludes, possibly
at the end of this month.'

Mr. Graham: You are more autocratier
than your Leader.

Mr. MANN: Let us stop this stupid stone-
walling and political tactics of a like nature.
No advantage will accrue from them. I say
quite candidly to the members of this House
that T heartily congratulate the Government
on the stand it is taking because it will at
least put the Parliament of this State on a
much higher plane, and will assist in pro-
moting the welfare of the people of West-
ern Australia.

Hon. J. T. TONIN: I move-.

That the debate be adjourned.

187&



[ASSEMBLY.]

Motion put and a division taken with the
:folowing result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority against .

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Brady
Coverley
Fox
Grah am
Hawk.
Hegney
Hoar
Kelly
Marshall
May
McCulloch

Mr. Abbott -
Mr. Ackland
Mr. Bovell
Mrs. ICardell-Oi1vrr
Mr. Catcall
Mr. floney
Mr. Oroyden
Mr. Hall
Mr. Hill
Mr. Leslie
Mr. Mann

AYES.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

21

Na.

Oil'

Re
Sty
To,
Tri
Rot

NOtES.
Mr. Me
Mr. Mel
Mr. Ma
Mr. Na!
Mr. Ni
Mr. Pr
Mr. Se~
Mr. Wa
Mr. Wil
Mr. Yal
Mr. B~u

Motion thus negatived.

EON. J1. T. TONKIN (No]
mantle) [4.18]: For a period
subject this motion to some an
we will understand exactly wha
supposed to do. It is prettyc
is the product pf the four Ia
Cabinet. We have had remark
from that Cabinet, mainly due
brains in it. This is a gem.
attention to portion of it ear
you declined to give considerat
cause you saw no point in it,
I think that was quite unbeco
in your office, but you saw fits
I have to accept your rulin1
there was a very sound point
some attention should have b
the matter. We must realise th~
proposes "that this House
Whom is it to direct? This
direct itself. Could there be a
stupid? We do not know our
and therefore we are directi
what wve are to do. So tlia'Vw
directed, we are to suspend c
ing Orders. I defy you, 'Mr.
anyone else to point out one St
that has to be suspended in or
us to direct ourselves. There
the hoof that would prevent us
ing ourselves, if we were so

think we should do so. There is no need to
suspend any Standing Order for that pur-
pose.

22This evening the Minister for Education
- said that the Government could do any-

1 thing it liked with regard to procedure if
- it had a majority. If we analyse that state-

,dham ment, we see what a farce we are reduced
Is" to in this Legislature. The Standing Orders

atoo require that when a motion is moved, it
emO~a shall be seconded. According to the Minis-
auts ter for Education, we could dispense with

akin
at the seconding and deal with the motion
loredo (el,)straightaway. The StnigOrders also

provide that when Bills are introduced they

Donald shall be read a first time, a second time and
Larty a third time. That has been the practice in
rray
der Parliament from the very inception.
cme
kins
ward According to the Minister for Education,
its as that is a matter of procedure, we could
Id
tee decide that we would pass Bills after they

ad (Tell".) were read the first time and without putting
them through Committee at all. We could
direct ourselves to do that. That is where

~th-East Fre- we are getting. It is a matter of procedure
I propose to according to the Mfinister for Education,
alysis so that and according to him in such matters, so

,t it is we are long as the Government has a majority, it
lear that this can do anything it likes. All we have to do

wyers in the to facilitate the business is to direct our-
able products selves to dispense with the second and third

to the legal readings and agree to the Bill at the first
I drew your reading stage. What sort of Parliament
her, Sir, bunt would we be in those circumstances?
ion to it, he- Mr. Graham: What sort of a Parliament

*Personally are we now?
Ming of you
o to rule and Hon. J. T. TONKIN: There is a law
g. I believe against burglary, but that does not prevent
n~it and that people from committing that offence.
cen given to They break the law and ride over the top of
at this motion it. That is the attitude of the Government
shall direct." today. The Standing Orders provide that
House is to we shall do certain things, but the Govern-

nything more ment ignores the Standing Orders. It will
own business not play the game according to the rules.
.g ourselves It introduces all sorts of motions based on

e can be thus tepoiin fteItrrtto c n
ertain Stand- tepoiin fteItrrtto c n

Speaker, or the like, to enable it to dispose of the Stand-
anding Order ing Orders entirely and to carry on in the
der to enable same way as the man who commits burglary
is not one in carries on in defiance of the law. Accord-

from direct- ing to the Minister for Education, if the
foolish as to Government has a majority behind it, it
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can get away with anything as regards pro-
cedure. That is what the Government is
attempting to do. Let us go a little further
in analysing the motion, which reads-

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is necessary to enable this
House hereby to direct that, in connection
with the subjects indicated hereunder, the
several debates shall be concluded, and the
several questions and consequent procedure
shall be put, without amendment or debate,
as follows:-

I suggest there is no Standing Order that
prevents what is suggested from being done.
You, Mr. Speaker, cannot show mec one that
prevents the Government from doing what
it says it desires to accomplish and to have
certain things done at the stated limes.
There is not one Standing Order that says
it cannot be done. The reason why we move
for the suspension of Standing Orders from
time to time is that they prevent us from
taking a course of action we desire to pur-
sue. The Standing Orders require that
notice shall be given and therefore we move
to suspend them to permit us to introduce
Bills without notice.

We have a Standing Order which says
that we shall move for the introduction of a
Bill and for its first reading, the second
reading being made an Order of the Day
for the next sitting of the House. If we
desire to put the Bill through at the one
sitting, we have the right to suspend the
Standing Order which sets out that we can-
not adopt that course. That is merely com-
monsense. That is* what the Premier's
motion proposes to do, yet there is no
Standing Order that prevents the course of
action that he desires to pursue. Can the
Premier tell me a single Standing Order
that must be suspended? He wants so
much of the Standing Orders 'suspended as
is necessary and I ask him to name one
Standing Order he requires to be suspended.
He cannot tell me one. Not one member
has the slightest idea of what Standing
Order he is asked to suspend. The Premier
is silent, and so is the Attorney General.

Mr. Graham: Dumb is the word.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Is that a fair pro-
position? We are grown men, elected to
Parliament to give consideration to various
matters placed before us, and we are ex-
pected to deal with them intelligently. Here

we have a motion under which we are to
suspend certain Standing Orders, and no
member knows which they are.

Mr. SPEAKER: Standing Order No. 387
is one.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I am.glad you think
so, Mr. Speaker, because I do not. That
Standing Order reads--

When the Chairman of the Committee of
Supply, or Ways and Means, has reported
that the Commnittee has come to Resolutions
thereon, a future day shall be fixed for re-
ceiving. and taking the same into considera-
dion, and the Resolutions shall in the mean-
time be printed.

Will you be good enough, Mr. Speaker, to
indicate which Portion of that Standing
Order prevents the Government from con-
cluding the debate on the Estimates on the
20th September? There is nothing in the
Standing Order that would prevent that
from being done-not a word.

Mr. SPEA KER: When the hon. member
has concluded his speech, the matter can be
dealt with at a later stage. It will come up
then.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I have read the
Standing Ordir you have mentioned, Mr.
Speaker. All that is necessary is that
the debate shall be concluded in the or-
dinary way. This Standing Order can oper-
ate and the Government can still conclude
the debate on the 20th September. Con-
sequently it is not necessary to suspend any
of the Standing Orders. It is proposed that
we shall this morning decide that the debate
on the Estimates of Expenditure from Gen-
eral Loan Fund shall conclude at 9 p.m. on
Tuesday, the 27th September. This is the
point I brought to your notice, Mr. Speaker,
earlier: How do we know it will be possible
to conclude that debate on the 27th Septem-
bet-? We do not know that it will be pos-
sile; you have no information on the point
nor have we. The Premier said a few
moments ago that he hoped to introduce
these Estimates on Tuesday, but the Premier
has hoped many things that have not come
to fruition and this might he another of
them. Are we to rely on the Preier's hopesI
It is asking too much of any deliberative as-
semnbly to determine that Estimates, which
are not yet introduced, shall be concluded
in less than three weeks.
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We are being asked to decide tonight that
we shall direct ourselves to pass the Loan
Estimates on the 27th September. What
happens if they are not heret How do we
get on then? Having directed ourselves to
pass the Estimates on the 27th September,
and they have not arrived, what is the posi-
tion? Are we to suffer some penalty because
we directed ourselves to do something we
could not dot Did you ever hear of such
a preposterous proposition? We do not
know what the Estimates involve and what
arguments it may be necessary to advance
in the interests of the people. Yet, without
any consideration of that aspect whatever,
we are asked to decide at once that there
shall be no further debate on these Estimates
after the 27th September. That is the kind
of thing which the Government is attempt-
ing to put over. It is like the man who com-
mits burglary and gets away -with it, if be
is fortunate enough to evade the police.

These are bushranging tactics indeed.
Upon what ground does the Government in-
troduce a motion of this kindI There is no
provision in the Standing Orders for it.
Significantly, this has never been tried be-
fore. When the gag is applied in the Com-
mon-wealth Parliament, it is applied in
accordance with a recognised procedure that
is laid down and there is a time limit put
to speeches. If the House is of opinion that
speeches should be continued, a motion to
that effect can be moved extending the time.
That is a far more reasonable method than
this proposal. There every member knows
wihat to expect; the method is definitely
laid down and is part of the rules. But here
we have an attempted procedure for which
there is no precedent so far as I know. I
have studied the Standing Orders diligently
and cannot find any provision for doing this
sort of thing. It is most remarkable that
it has never been attempted before, hut of
course this Government will attempt any-
thing, whether legal or not, if it can get away
with it. We can argue the legality or illeg-
ality of the move, but it matters li ttle to the
Government so long as it suits its purpose.
This is not the first example we have had

of this sort of thing by any means. The
position is really amusing. The Premier
holds his position because he happens to he
the Leader of the Party in the majority on
the Government side. It matters little that
he was elected as a member of the Liberal

Party, now known as the Liberal and Country
League. The Party has changed its name
so often that the ehanges are now taken as a
matter of course. It would require some time
to give a list of the various aliases of the
Party. These are adopted for the samer
reason as other people adopt an alias-to,
try to cover up their identity and make it
more difficult to connect them up with their
past deeds. The pamphlet I have here re-
presents a kind of manifesto of the Liberal
Party. It states the policy of the Party,
which includes "many benefits for you."
Then follow the objectives of the Party.
The first is "Freedom of speech."

Mr. Hoar: That is funny at this time.
Hon. J. 'T. TONKIN: Where is this

freedom of speech to be had?

Mr. Graham: In a museum, I should think.
Ron. J. T. TONXIN: In view of what has

taken place already, this is priceless. "Free-
dom of speech," but not in Parliament.
"Freedom of speech," I suppose, in the
junta of the Liberal and Country League,
so long as the Press can be excluded; but
not freedom of speech in Parliament where
we want to discuss the country's business.
The main objective of the Liberal policy,
with particular reference to Western Aus-
tralia is-

To preserve the rights of the individual.
Hon. J. B. Sleeman called attention to the

state of the House.
Bells rung and a quorum formed.

H~on. J. T. TONKIN: As I was saying,
the main objective, right at the top of this
list, is, "To preserve the rights of the indivi-
dual." I wonder that does not make the
Premier go purple in the face! The objec-
tive of the Liberal Party is to preserve the
rights of the individual. Which individuals,
and where? Not in the Parliament! It has
been the right of the individual member in
this Parliament to discuss the country's busi-
ness without restriction. But along comes
a Government 'with this objective-to pre-
serve the rights of the individual-and it
is the first Government to take them away.
It started very early in the piece.

Mr. Brady: The new democracy!

Ron. J. T. TONKIN: An indication of
its attitude was plainly given early this
year when the Government announced that
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it was going to dispense with the Address-in-
reply, an opportunity which has been pro-
vided over the years for the individual mem-
ber to exercise his rights. This Liberal
Party, which -was going to preserve the
rights of the individual, takes steps to de-
prive the individual of the rights he has held,
and there is no Address-in-reply. The next
indication we get is when the Government
introduces a motion of this kind on private
members' day, the day on which private
mnembers have a prior right to have their
business discussed. This Liberal Premier,
who is going to preserve the rights of the
individual, introduces Government business
on private members' day, a further in-
fringement of individual rights. And thirdly,
there is the motion itself, which proposes to
make it impossible for an intelligent con-
sideration to be given to, the Estimates in
this Chamber.

When the Premier was speaking, he said
that there would be 24 hours available for
the discussion of the remainder of the Gen-
eral Estimates. I would like to know how
be arrives at that figure. He has already
indicated that he proposes to introduce, or
hopes to introduce-those, were his words-
the Loan Estimates on Tuesday. I assume
that Will takv him an hour and he must take
that off the time available for considering
the Loan Estimates. Suppose we sit today,
Thursday, and proceed with the Estimates
for the whole time and continue until mid-
night; and then proceed next week to con-
sider- the Estimates and nothing else until
midnight on Tuesday. Wednesday being pri-
vate members' day, we cannot then con-
sider the Estimates, unless the Government
does something similar to what it has done
today; and we never know what will happen!
But assuming that we will not consider the
Estimates on Wednesday, then if we sit till
midnight on Thursday and adjourn until the
following Tuesday, sitting until midnight on
that day-which we cannot do if this motion
is earnied because it stipulates nine o'clock
-the total number of hours we could have
would be 22.

Mr. Brady: An hour for every £1,000,000!'

Her. J. T. TONKIN: If we take off at
least an hour for the Loan Estimates that
makes it 21 hours, if we sit till midnight
every night. That is to say, we will have
21 hours to give consideration to 41 im-
portant divisions, which is slightly in excess

of half an hour for each division-half an
hour to be split up amongst all the members
of this Assembly! So members can see the
sort of intelligent discussion we can have
of the Estimates in those circumstances.

The Estimates of the Minister for Rail-
ways appear well to the end of the hook,
and there is not a thousand-to-one chance
of a single word being said on them. Yet
that is a most important department, con-
cerning which we would expect to hear some-
thing of what has been accomplished with
regard to the reorganisation that has taken
place. But it will not be possible for the
Minister to say a word about it, because we
will not be anywhere near the Railway Esti-
mates at nine o'clock on Tuesday, the 20th
September. Is that a fair way of doing the
country's business-especially in view of
the fact that at the end of last year, when we
were rushing through a number of depart-
ments, we were given an assurance that more
time would be available this session?

An apology was made at the time for forc-
ing through a number of departmental Esti-
mates at three or four o'clock in the morning,
when it was impossible to give consideration
to them. But there was an understanding
that this year more time would be given.
Instead of that, we are going to get less.
There is another aspect. I have said before
that the Minister for Education argued con-
sistently from this side of the House that it
was essential the Auditor General's report
should be available for perusal before the
Estimates Were introduced. He said, "Let
this be the last time that the Estimates are
introduced before the Auditor General's
report is received."

Now we are to be in the position-and the
Minister for Education must assume his
share of the responsibility-that if this
motion is carried the discussion on the Esti-
mates will be concluded and Parliament will
have risen without seeing the Auditor Gen-
eral's report. I would like to know how the
Minister for Education defends that posi-
tion. There may he some strictures on the
Government in that report, but we are not to
see it, and this Government will close Parlia-
went down and an election will be held with-
out that report having been presented. The
M inister ought to talk about the Auditor
General's report and say "Let this be the
last time the Estimates are introdueed before
the Auditor General's report is available!l"
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When be assumes a responsible position in
the Government, he is party to closing Par-
liament down before that report is available.
It will be pretty difficult to square that eon-
duet with what he advocated previously.

In the Liberal organisation there is a
section which deals with youth, and it is
called the Legion of Liberty. Just imagine
that as portion of a Party which is the first
to come here and take away the liberty of
members of Parliament and the freedom of
speech in the House! Members of the
Liberal Party ought to talk about the Legion
of Liberty. That is on a par with the de-
claration in connection with preserving the
rights of the individual, and the declaration
of freedom of speech. They are just hollow
words written to gain support and without
any intention of being carried out. As I
have said before, the declaration actually
amounts to fraud 'because it is a statement
made without any belief in its truth, but to
induce people to act upon it to their cost.
That is precisely what the Liberal Party
has done. Numbers of members in this
Chamber study various departments because
of some prior association with them.

I am actually predisposed to give more
than passing attention to the Education De-
pertinent. As quite a number of things have
been said and not done with regard to that
department it is quite right that I should
have the opportunity of pointing them out.
But no such opportunity will present itself
because of the action of the Government.
The Government made certain 'Promises, but
I will have no opportunity to deal with those
matters. Take for example the declaration
about legislation to deal with vermin! Noth-
ing- could be clearer then the statement made
by the Minister for Education-the Deputy
Premier-because he said-

Steps would be taken to give effect to the
recommendations of the Royal Commission
on vermin.

The Deputy Premier was the chairman of
that Royal Commission. The Bill has prac-
tically been completed. I have reminded
the Government of this promise since the first
few months of its taking office. Last year,
when I pointed out that there was Dot much
time left, the Minister for Education said
that a Bill had been drafted and was under
consideration by Cabinet. That was 12
months ago. Surely in view of the promise
made and the fact that there has been all

that time to consider the Bill, I could ex-
pect that it would be brought here to be
dealt with. But where is it? Is it likely
to come here? This is a matter which was
urgent when I was the Minister; so urgent
that it required a specisi motion from the
Opposition deploring the fact that no actionk
had been taken when I had been the Mini-
ister for three months. Now the Deputy-
Premier, who was chairman of that Comnmis-
sion, has been in a position to attempt to.
put into operation the very thing about
which he complained, but nothing has been:
done about it. Surely ample time ought to,
be provided to deal with that and to get some
explanation of it. But that is niot likely.

There are numbers of that type. Take the
declaration with regard to transport'1 We
were told that the State Transport Co-
ordination Act would be amended to provide-
for the better use of road transport on a
fair and competitive basis. We were pro-
mised an expenditure of over £2,000,000 on
hospital improvements. What has happened
to these promises? There has been no op-
portunity of dealing with them and explain-
ing bow mnuck the Government has fallen
down in connection with what it undertook
to do. There was also the proposal of the
Premier to appoint trade commissioners in
the islands. I want to know where they are.
Recently a Minister complained because r
was taking some action with regard to the
establishment of a company. He was trying-
to show that it was a bit silly to try to de-
velop oversen trade. But the Government
promised to appoint trade commissioners.
Surely there ought to be an opportunity of
holding these proposals up to the light of
day end examining them. But that cannot be
done either because the Government wants
to gag members, and will gag them if the
motion is agreed to. The reference to trade
comamissioners is to be found in the Pre-
mier's Policy Speech as under-

Encouragement of secondary industries, in-
eluding State trade commissioners to expand
exports,.

Nothing has been heard of that since. I
could quote dozens of these promises, and
show how the Government has failed to make
them good. The appropriate place to do
that would be on the Estimates of the depart-
ments concerned. The promises with regard
to education should appropriately be dealt
with on the education Vote. I deliberately
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refrained from handling any of these mat-
ters on the general debate because I thought
the proper place to deal with a Minister's
administration was after he had introduced
his own Estimates. But that will now be
impossible. A simple arithmetical calcula-
tion will show that not more than a few min-
utes will be available to each member. It is
clear that a number of Ministers will not
introduce their Estimates at all. We will
reach 9 o'clock on September the 20,th, and
then the Votes will go straight through with-
out anything being said about them. And
we are expected to accept that position!

A short time ago there appeared a very
interesting statemient with regard to trans-
port, and in view of the declaration of the
Minister that a transport council was to he
set up, I was careful to take a record of the
statement that I read. It seemed to me that
ia view of the complexion of the Govern-
ment, responsible for getting that report, the
matter was particularly interesting and one
demanding consideration by the Government
,of this State. The article appeared in a
publication called "The Motor Body Builder"
of July last. The heading stated that a new
transport control was urged. This Govern-
ment promised a new transport control and
that a transport control council would be set
up. The report went on to say-

Recommendations 'in Government report by
British expert. Big changes ia the adminis-
tration of the Victorian railways as well as
the metropolitan tramnways and road trans-
port are recommended in the report of the
British railway expert, Mr. John Elliott,
which was issued to the Victorian Govern-
ment.
,We know that that Government is led by Mr.
4ollway, a Liberal, and that it is a Liberal
Government, This report of the British ex-
pert was made available to that Liberal Gov-
ernment. It continues-

The principal recommendation is the set-
ting up by Parliament before January 1st,
1950, of a central controlling transport body
to he known as the Victorian Transport
Authority, which would be the sole instrument
for provision and co-ordination of all public
transport. The authority is to delegate
managerial functions to three subsidiary
boards, the Victorian Railways Board, the
Victorian Tramwnys and Omnibus Board and
the Victorian Road Transport Board. The
main recommendations are-

The Tramways and Omnihus Board is to
absorb all privately-owned omnibus transport
in Melbourne and a surroundine area of 15
miles, and city transport in all other cities

in the State, and is to be responisible for all
urban transport. Outside the metropolitan
area, co-ordinated rail and road services to be
provided by the Railways Board and the
Tramways and Omnibus Board. Branch
rail lines with slow or infrequent services to
bo closed and the traffic transferred to road
transport.

The raising of rail charges to produce be-
tween £2,500,000 and £3,000,000 a year. Also
the working out of a scheme of rail and road
charges in logical correlation to each other.
An independent tribunal to be created to
decide the level of transport charges and the
adequacy of transport services. To bear
appeals from public and private concerns
against licensing decisions of the Road
Transport Board and complaints concerning
charges and services of the transport auth-
ority.

The Road Transport Board is to direct and
license privately-owned road transport oper-
ators for all passenger and freight services
wherever possible. All as-of-right and third
schedule licenses to be abolished. Ancillary
licenses to be issued automatically for the
conveyance of owned goods in owners'
vehicles up to 50 miles and heavy fines for
abuses of ancillary licenses. The central
authority would consist of a whole-time
chairman, four members and two part-time
members. The tribunal would consist of
three members to be appointed by trustees
chosen by the Ministers of Transport and
Public Works and the Chief Justice of the
State. No private busses.

The absorption of the privately-owned
omnibusses in Melbourne will seems to same
harsh and unnecessary, Mr. Elliott reports. A
ride or two on some of them convinced me.
however, that no independent operator will in
the long run be able to serve these suburban
routes as efficiently as a central traffic auth-
ority. Mr. Elliott thinks it is essential to the
success of the plan that all urban public
services, whether by rail, tube, bus, trolley-
bus or tram should be owned and operated by
the new public authority for which the plan
providcs. Only in this* way can the broad
back of aa overall organisation provide trans-

port wvith the samne standard of vehicle and at
similar fare scales in unprofitable as well as
profitable districts, be states.

That is the most comprehensive and sensible
report on traffic co-ordination that I have
seen in years, and it was my purpose to sub-
mit it to the Minister, on the Estimates, and
to have something to say about the action
of the Government isn appointing the new
Transport Board, which makes it impossible
to set up this transport council which was
part of the Policy Speech.

The Minister for Railways: I have the
report in shy possession and it iIl be avail-
able to tle Transport Board.

Issi
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Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That means that
nothing will be done for three years.

The Minister for Railways: Doep it?

Hon. J. T. TrONKIN: Yes. The Minister
has just appointed a new board for three
years and so he cannot set up a transport
council while that board is there.

The Minister for Railways: I would not
say that.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister would
have a fine conflict of authority. Which
would be in charge of the new scheme, the
board or the council?

The Minister for Railways: Let the board
have a chance to examine the report.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: And if they recom-
mend something to be done along these lines,
the Minister cannot do it for three years.
He might as well admit that no attempt has
been made to put this promise into opera-
tion.

The Minister for Railways: I will not ad-
mit it.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: But it is true.

The Minister for Railways: It is not.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister says
it is not true. Does he deny that the promise
was made?

The Minister for Railways: Of course not.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Does he claim that
the promise has been kept?

The Minister for Railways: No.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Then he has an-
swered his own question. The promise has
been made but has not been kept.

The Minister for Railways: For how long
has that report been available?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister knew
nothing about that report when these prom-
ises were made.

The Minister for Railways: That does not
say I am not to examine reports as they
come to hand. I have another valuable one
here.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It makes it imnpos-
sible for the Minister to set up the trans-
port council, which the Premier promised.

The Minister for Railways: That is what
you say.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Commonsense says
it is so. The Minister recently appointed
a new board to hold office for three years.
Is that not a fact?

The Minister for Railways: That )iS

quite right.

Hon. . T. TONKIN: Can the Minister
set up side by side with that board a
transport council? Of course he cannot.
There would be so much conflict between
the two that it would be unworkable. So
a little contemplation shows that the action
of the Government in just recently appoint-
ing this board for threp' years makes it
impossible for it to fulfil its promise under
three years. That is what I have been try-
ing to tell the Minister and he has been
denying it.

Tbe Minister for Railways: But you
can't prove it. It is easy enough to say
these things.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I do not know how
much more proof the Minister wants.

The Minister for Railways: You cannot
tell what is going to happen in two or three
years time.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister has
admitted that the promise was made. He
has admitted that the promise has not been
carried out and he has also admitted that
the board has been appointed for three
years. He has only to consider those items
to see that my statement was qjuite correct,
and that it is impossible for him to make
good this promise under three years. That
is what the Minister says I have not
proved. Then there was the matter of
providing homes for the small unit
families. The Government's record in that
regard will not bear examination in the light
of the promises made. In the hurry-scurry
last year the Government introduced a
plan of balloting amongst the applicants
of small unit families. When I strongly
criticised the Government and showed it
where it was likely to go, the plan did not
last very much longer.

The Minister for Housing: It was a
temporary measure only.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Yes. It was very
temporary because it would have got the
Government into a heap of trouble if it had
continued.
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The Minister for Housing: It was only
intended to be temporary.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: There was no
statement to that effect when it was intro-
duced. There was not the slightest indica-
tion at the time. As a matter of fact when
I took the Government to task about it the
Minister had an opportunity to state that
it was a tempof-ary plan if that was so.
However, he defended it.

The Minister for Housing: It was thi
right one for the time being and until we
could examine the relative hardship.

Bon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister did
not say that it was temporary then. I
would have searched "Hansard" for the
record if I had known this would be dis-
puted.

The Minister for Housing: It was only
temporary.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister says
so now, but if it had been a temporary plan
he would have known at the time and that
would have been the best defence possible.
Instead of that the Minister tried to jus-
tify the plan by saying that it was in
operation in the other States.

'The Minister for Housing: It was, Ibut
it did not suit here. It did not fulfil our
requirements.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Of course it proved
to be a temporary plan because it did not
operate for very long. The promises with
regard to these homes was a very cruel
thing to put over the people.

The Minister for Housing: This Govern-
ment has increased them by 50 per cent.

Hon. 3. T TONKIN: Whether the people
are getting 50 per cent. or 100 per cent.
more does not really cover the position.

The Minister for Housing: The people
are doing much better than they were be-
fore.

Hon. J1. T. TONKIN: But that does not
explain the situation.

The Minister for Housing: I think it
does.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I am sure it does
not. An increase of 100 per cent. would
not mean more than three or four extra.

The Minister for Housing: They have
been getting quite a number.

Hon. J1. T. TONKIN: I know how many
they have been getting and there is no
doubt that I could- read a few letters to
the Minister, if I had the time, to show
him what chance these people have of get-
ting homes.

Hon. A. R1. G. Hawke: I would like to
know where they have been getting them.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Only yesterday I
was dealing with one of these applications.
I have handled this wan's case for the past
three or four years; certainly three and I
believe four. It is a small unit family and
now the man is at the stage where eviction
proceedings are being taken against him.
He asked me to give him some document-
ary proof that he had been endeavouring
to get accommodation. So, I wrote him a
letter stating that I had been handling his
ease for at least three years and possibly
longer, and that I had been in touch with
the State Housing Commission on more
than 20 occasions in connection with it.
All I have had, up to the present time, is the
statement that he has been allotted a
special priority on the small unit list.
When I tried to get some idea as to when
he might receive a house under this special
priority, the answer was that no indication
could be given but there were more than
200 on the list and all with special prior-
ities. I was told that no more than 10 of
these homes were being made available
each six months. Therefore, if a man has
just been put on the list of 200, and there
are 10 homes every six months--and I
idoubt that, too-mmber iaana see bow
many years this man will have to wait
before he gets into a house.

The Minister for Housing: I think you
misunderstood me. The 50 per cent I re-
ferred to was in regard to permits to build
privately. It does not refer to Common-
wealth-State rental homes.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: No, but the prom-
ise referred to both permits and rental
homes. It referred to "Hlomes."

The Minister for Housing: It referred to
the better provision for small unit families
and that has been made.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: But it was not put
that way. If we provided only one and
this Government provided two, that would
be a better provision; it is not much better
than that either.
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. The Minister for Housing: It is better
than that.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It was the policy
of the previous Government not to provide
homes for these people.

The Minister for Housing: Was it

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Yes. We stated
quite definitely that whilst we admitted the
hardship of the small unit families we had
to consider their hardship side by side with
the hardship of larger families. Then it
became a question of what ought to be
done and we felt, as a Government, that as
much as we would have liked to have made
homes available to the small unit families,
it was not possible. So we had to provide
for the larger families in preference to the
smaller ones. That was the policy of the
previous Government and it cost us quite a
lot of support.

The M{inister for Housing: The smaller
unit families are entitled to a share.

Hon. J1. T. TONKIN: This Government,
when on the hustinge, made promises that
it would make homes available to the small
unit families. Members can see what an
attractive bait that would be, no matter
how strong a man's politics might be. If
he is housed under conditions which are
appalling and he has to put up with those
conditions day after day, week after week
and year after year without much prospect
of alleviation, then his political loyalties
become severely strained. It is quite likely
that if somebody comes along and offers to
do something for him to get him out of his
trouble, he will take the chance. That is
how the Government acquired a lot of its
support-because of its promises made
with respect to housing. That would have
been all right if, when the Government
attained office, it had been able to approach
somewhere near what it had offered. Of
course it did not do that.

The Minister for Housing: It has made
a pretty substantial increase.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The figures I have
quoted show h ow substantial is that increase.
When a man has a special priority and he
is placed on a list of 200-and goodness
knows how many others have a similar
priority on other lists-and 10 homes are
being provided each month, it is likely that
he will have to wait another five years. I
suggest that if the statement had been

made at the elections-that many of these
two-unit families would not get houses
under eight years--there would have been a
very different story to tell.

[Mr. Hill took the Chair.]

The Minister for Housing: They do get
them if they are prepared to build them.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That statement is
not justified either because the Govern-
mnent 's policy at the time was conditioned
on the circumstances then obtaining. It
must be remembered that we had to deal
with the situation from a standing start.
The brick kilns were closed down and the
operatives were in the Services. When the
active fighting ceased and the men were de-
mobilised a start had to be made to open
up these kilns and to get the building
materials going.

The Minister for Hou~sing: I agree.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The positions are
not comparable. No wonder it was not
possible for the previous Government to
provide houses for the small unit families
and so its policy was to make the limited
number of houses available to those with the
greatest need at that time. But that did
not mean anything to the members of the
Government. They capitalised on the situ-
ation, painted an extremely rosy picture
and gained plenty of supporters as a re-
sult.

The Attorney General: Don't you follow
the example.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I am not making
any promises; I am dealing with facts. I
have a reference to the housing position
here. This is what was stated by the
Deputy Premier in his 'Policy Speech, as
reported in "The West Australian":-

We cannot satisfy the ann~ual demand for
homes let alone catch up the many thousands
of arrears.

Neither can the Government today. The
figures whiel have been quoted from time
to time show that the Government cannot
satisfy the annual demand because the
number of applications is growing.

The Minister for 'Housing: We can
satisfy more than the annual demand.

Hen. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister can-
not because the applications are greater
now than when his Government assumed
office.
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The Minister for Housing: We agree to
disagree on that.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Ts not that a factsI
If the Minister was satisfying the annual
demand the figures would be less today
than they were when the Government took
office.

The Minister for Housing; Many more
people have entered the country than ever
before. The annual demand was 2,000, pre-
war.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Never mind about
pre-war; we are living in post-war days.

The Minister for Housing: The annual
demand-

Hon. J. T. TQNKIN: There is no quali-
fication in this. The annual demand is a
question of fact. 1f this year the demand
for homes is 2,000, then that is the annual
demand, no matter what the pre-war de-
mand was.

The Minister for Housing:- Precisely, and
we arc now building 60 per cent. more than
that.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN:- If there were 3,000
applications when the Government took
office and the annual demand has been
2,000 per year since, then if the Govern-
ment had been meeting the annual demand
there would be no more than 3,000 applica-
tions still unsatisfied.

The Minister for Housing: If they were
all put in at the one time.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN. The fact remains
that the applications now unsatisfied are in
ex-qcess of those which were unsatisfied when
the Government took office. I agee that
the Government has built a lot more houses
than we did; many more. It- would have
been bad luck if it had not done so, be-
cause the opportunities were so much bet-
ter in view of the fact that it did not have
to commence from a standing start. But
though quite a large number of houses have
been built they are not enough to satisfy
the annual demand, which proves that
there are more applications outstanding
now than when the Government took office.

The Minister'for Housing: We disagree
on that proposition.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister might
disagree but I will prove he is wrong.

TNe Minister for Housing: I take the
opposite view.

Ron. J. T. TONKIN: There are none so-
blind as those who will not see. I thought
arithmetic was the Minister's strong point..

The Minister for Housing: It is not bad.

Hon. J. T. TONKIEN: If the Government
starts off with an annual demand of 2,004
and if at the end of the year--

The Minister for Housing: If the 2,000
were 2,000 that would be correct but it was.
not quite the positioii; it was only part
of the demand.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister is.
trying to say that the demand existed hut
was not registered.

The Minister for Housing: Yes.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That remains to

be proved but we do not know to what
extent. If we did know to what extent
we might still be able to prove to the
Minister that he is not jneeting the
annual demand. What lends support to,
that view is that the position is getting-
worse each year. There are more unsatis-
fied applicants for homes today than there
were last year.

The Minister for Housing: That is be-
cause of the reason -we discussed. People
who did not apply before are now applying
owing to the lapse of time. They now think
it is a fair thing.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: When does the Min-
inter expect that position to be stabilised?

The Minister for Housing: I think that
all the applicants who were in arrears dur-
ing the war years would have just about
applied by now.

Ron. - T. TONKIN: The Minister thinks
they are all in now?

The Minister for Housing: No, I had
better not say that. I think that all who
were in need of a house would have applied
by now, but those who are comfortably
housed and actually need a new house have
not yet applied.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Let us proceed
with this promise by the Minister for Hous-
ing as set out by the article in "The West
Australian." It states-

Young mnarried couples yearning for a
home of their own are told, otter 18 moniths
of peace-
What a terrific length of time! I will men-
tion here that the Minister did not. say that.

a
188&r
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His quotation closes after the word " peace."
I do not want his words to be mixed with
mine. Continuing-

-that permits cannot be granted where
only two persons are to be housed.
The Minister for Housing is pretty wily in
these matters and he knows what words he
wishes to use if lhe wants to make an appeal.
That word "yearning" is the best possible
in the circumstances. He knows that there
are people in the audience whose require-
ments have been unsatisfied.

The Minister for Housing: And "permits"
is the right word to use.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: He is speaking to
an audience, and he assumes that there must
be some people among it who are living
under very bad conditions so he talks about
these young people who have been yearning
for a borne. No wonder a member snorts
at that; he ought to snort. Yearning for a
borne after 18 months of peace! After four
and a half years of peace a large majority
,of these people are still yearning for a
home.

The Minister for Housing: They get a
chance for permaits--

Hon. 3. T. TONKIN: Like tickets in a
lottery.

The Minister for Housing: -to build.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Who get permits
to build?

The Minister for Housing; Fifty per
cent, of them.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Fifty per cent, of
the applications from 2-unit families?

The Minister for Housing: No, 50 per
cent of the permits granted.

Mr. Rodoreda: Then they do not want
houses but permits. Is that the position?

Hon. J. T. TONIN: Is the Minister say-
ing that of those desirous of getting per-
mits, 50 per cent, are obtaining them'?

The Minister for Housing: No. Of the
permaits granted, the two- and three-unit
families between them are getting 50 per
cent, of the permits.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: For how long?
The Minister for Housing: From last year.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Is that going on
nowI

The Minister for Housing: Yes

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I tell the Minister
it is not.

The Minister for Housing: That is the
policy laid down.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Absurd!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I claim there is an
obligation in the circumstances upon the
Minister to make inquiries tomorrow and in-
form the House whether he is right or I am
right.

The Minister for Housing: If I find I
am wrong, I shall with pleasure inform the
House immediately.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I dealt with a case
in recent days and I used the length of time
the application had been in as against the
number of permits that had been granted.
I was told that my calculations were wrong
because that number of permits had not been
granted to applicants.

The Minister for Housing: I will take the
matter up and will advise you further. That
is the policy, as I understand it.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Next we have this
statement by the Minister for Education-

Not a brick has been laid for any regional
hospital and after eight years the Perth
Hospital drags on its weary way towards
completion. -Although South Australia pos-
sesses a string of area schools, we still have
only the idea.

I add to that, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that we
still only have the idea. Thus the Govern-
ment has done precisely nothing in the mat-
ter, because the idea was already there
beforehand. What a rosy picture can be
painted when one is not in touch with the
facts and is not under any sense of respon-
sibility to make promises good! So it is
that South Australia has a string of area
schools while we in this State still have
only the idea. Before I left office arrange-
ments were being made for the erection of
the first area school at Hoyup Brook Pre-
viously it had been intended to erect the
school at Margaret River. On making in-
quiries, however, I found that the accom-
modation difficulty was far more acute at
Boyup* Brook than it was at Margaret
River, where the accommodation was fairly
adequate. In the circumstances, it was
decided to erect the first area school in

*Western Australia at Boyup Brook. Plans
were drawn up for the purpose and the
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necessary land was acquired. The school is
not yet erected. A little while back the
-residents there held a meeting and de-
manded the presence of the Minister for
Education in order that the matter might
he dealt with.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: No labour and no
materials!

Ron. J. T. TONKIN: In consequence of
the meeting, a promise was made that some
temporary buildings would be provided
immediately to meet the accommodation
difficulty. That is what they got, but there
is yet no area school at that eentr&. A good
deal could be said about the matter-and
it would be said if we had an opportunity
to deal fully with the matter on the edu-
cation Vote.

The Minister foir Housing: You are do-
ing quite well!

Hon. J. T. TONIKIN: The Minister will
admit that in the short time at my dis-
posal, I am dealing with quite a number of
subjects.

The Minister for Housing: It is a good
Estimates speech.

Hon. J_ T. TONKIN: Here is another
extract from the Minister's statement-

Legislation to raise the school leaving age
to 15 years was hastily introduced with a
great flourish of trumpets just before the
1943 general election. It is still no nearer
being carried into effect.
With equal truth I could use the same
words. It is still no nearer being carried
into effect.

Mr. Rodoreda: Why'
Ron. J. T. TONKIN: Because the classes

are getting larger and the teachers fewer
in comparison. The member for Northam
the other evening quoted a statement pub-
lished in "The West Australian" setting
out that the Acting Director of Education
had referred to a "wicked state of
affairs. '

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Those were his
very words.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That wicked state
of affairs concerned the unduly large
classes and the shortage of teachers in our
schools. These words uttered by the
Deputy Premier when he said we were no
nearer carrying the proposal into effect,
could with equal truth be said now. We
are certainly no nearer to ean-v4ng them
into effect.

The Attorney General: So what!
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The people ought

to he told about it.
The Honorary Minister for Supply and

Shipping: They are told; they know about
it. They know there are no materials
available and no labour. They know about
the strikes and about there being no coal.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Was that not
largely the position of the previous Gov-
ernment?

The Hon oraty Minister for Supply and
Shipping: You had no strikes.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: But we had a very
long war.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The Honorary
Minister would not know anything about
th at.

The Honorary Minister for Supply and
Shipping: She knows more about it thin
you do.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: We had a very
short time within which to accomplish any-
thing, hut the Honorary Minister's Govern-
ment baa had three years.

The Attorney General: You were
muddlers!I That is what you were.

Eon. J, T. TONRITN: The. Minister who
is in control of price-fixing should talk
about muaddlers 1

The Attorney General: The department
has been given great praise, even tonight.

Ron. A. R. G. Hawke: You beaut!

[The Speaker resumed the Chair].

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister re-
minds me of something I must read to the
House. I have here an article written by
one who is, I believe, a supporter of the
Government. It is headed, "Strange Lust
of Control Dominates W.A. Politics,'
"The Four Lawyers" and commences with
the following-

Although psychology is not a Strong Point
with the average businessman, it is time he
woke up to the influence that lawyers are
playing in politics in Australia, particularly
in their inclination towards the support of
"4controls" harassing to business freedom
and the freedom of citizens generally.

I do not propose to read the whole of the-
article but merely relevant portions of it-
The writer continued-

Businessmen must get down to this psycho-
logical fact; that next to the ideologist:
(ruthlessly aiming to pin all men %down to his

1887
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way of thinking) the menace to democracy itr
its "talking" appeal to lawyers, who are
represented out of all proportion to their
numbers in our Parliaments, and who live and
move and have their being in law, and the
thoughts of law restraining the freedom of
their fellow citizens.

'That is why we have such a motion as that
nder discussion before us. That is what
we get when we have four lawyers in the
,Cabinet. That is why we have this pseho-
logical outlook. The writer goes on to
say-

The Government's latest proposal to give
speculative buiders a chance to build for
sale, the owners or tenants to 4e at the
selection of the Housing Commission, is
another step in the same spirit-anything ex-
cept relinquishment of the power of control
and freedom for the citizen. Freedom has
become beset with the strangest of fears.
'That is a remarkable criticism of those
-who are out to see that freedom is not
curtailed, is it not? le finishes his article
-referring to this Government by saying-

Anything but freedom.

Very true!I It seems that the fact that we
have four lam-yers in the Cabinet is respon-
sible for many of the ills from which we
are suffering at the present time. The Min-
ister' for Prices talks about the muddle of
the previous Government. Did you, Mr.
Speaker, ever see such a mftddle as the re-
cent one with regard to tbe meat position
on the qoldfieldst In this State there is
supposed to be a meat advisory committee
which was appointed for, the Purpose of
advising the 'Minister and the Government
on the steps that ought to be taken. I have
asked in this House to be supplied with in-
formation regarding any recommendations
of this committee. I do not know whether
your memory is good or not, 'Mr. Speaker,
but the answer I got from the Minister was
that information regarding these recom-
mendations couald not be disclosed because
one of them might be the subject of legis-
lation. Of course, the Minister did not say
when. Was that playing the game with this
Assembly? I 'venture to say there was no
intention on the part of the Government
to introduce legislation dealing with that
matter, It was, merely a subterfuge to dodge
the issue. The Minister ought not to talk
about muddles; there is muddle everywhere
one looks, particularly in the Prices
Branch.

The Attorney General: The branch has
bad great praise.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I have not heard
that too many housewives have approved of
it.

The Attorney General: I have. I have
received quite a lot of lettrs.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Those housewives
might be doing well in the electorate of
North Perth, but there is not such wonder-
ful praise of the branch in the North-East
Fremantle electorate, where prices are con-
tinually rising.

The Attorney General: They would rise
a lot more buf for the Prices Branch.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Here is another
instance of muddle. What other word could
he used to describe the present petrol posi-
tion? It will land the Government in a
sorry mess before it is much older. The
position is worsening day by day and be-
fore long we shall find that garages will
have to close because th~y have no petrol in
their bowsers.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke:- The Premier -of
Victoria wants Stalin to solve the problem
for him.

The Minister for Housing: The Prime
Minister, I am pleased to say, has agreed
to the importation of petrol from Poland,

Ron. J. T. TONKIN: A mere drop in
the ocean.

The Minister for Housing: It is a good
principle.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: One cannot live on
principle alone. One wants petrol.

The Minister for Housing: I think the
Prime Minister is sensible.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: So do I, but
3,000,000 gallons of petrol from Poland
will not remove this muddle.

The Minister for Housing: It was a com-
ment made a night or two ago.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: No.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The comment
made a night or two ago was that it would
he extremely amusing to see the member
for Middle Swan electioneering with Rus-
ian petrol in his car. I do not know

whether that other comment came from the
mpember for Northam.

The Minister for Housing: I think tho
criticism was of Mr. Hollway for agreeing
to the importation of petrol.

1888



'[7 SnrraMnsn, 1949.1 18

Eon, A. R. G. Hawke: Mr. Hollway goes
out of his way to condemn Russia as god-
less and to say that the Russian people are
slaves&

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: There is the mud-.
ie. There is hope on the part of the Gov-

-ernment about whbat the railways wilf do.

The Attorney General: The railways have
greatly improved; we have a much better
-organisation.

Hlon. J. T. TONKIN: Where?

The Attorney General: In the railways.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I have not noticed
it. The organisation is so much better that
the Government budgeted for an expendi-
hire of £500 for subsidies for the carrying
,of superphosphate' by road, but it spent
£100,000 because the railways, which it was
hoped would carry the super, could not do
-so!I Where is the organisation that the At-
torney General spoke about?

The Attorney General: You will find it.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN- If we live long
,enough.

The Attorney General: Yes.

Mr. SPEAKER: Now speak to the
mutiull.

Ron. J. T. TONK.IN: The motion deals
with terminating the debate on the Revenue
Estimates and the Loan Estimates at cer-
tain dates and I am pointing out that in
cowseIkuence the debate on them will be
curtailed. The Opposition will not have the
-opportunity to debate them. It is only right
that it should have that opportunity, as it is
our duty to keep the Government up to the
collar.

The Minister for Housing: I think the
Estimates have been pretty well. dealt with
in the course of the general debate.

Hlon. J. T. TONKIN: I say they have not.

The Minister for Housing: There are not
many items in the Estimates which have not

'been debated two or three times.

Hon. 3. T. TONKIN: With regard to my
o0wn speech, the matters I dealt with on the
general debate were properly dealt with
then. Other matters I deliberately deferred
in order to deal with them on the Estimates
for the various departments. Take the case
.of wheat, for example. Did I make any
mention of wheat on the general debate?

1671

No, because I intended to deal with it on
the Vote of the Department of Agriculture.
Then there is the matter of the agreements
with Co-operative Bulk Handling. So far
as I know there is still one agreemebt out-
standing. I have put a question on the
notice paper for tomorrow asking the Min-
ister what the position is. The agreement
relating to the bulk handling terminal at
Bunburv is still not completed after almost
three years. Surely it should not take three
years to complete.

The agreement with regard to the Fre-
mantle installation was completed a few
months ago and we were then told that the
Bunbury agreement was complete except
for a few minor details. It takes the Gov-
ernment a long time to make up its mind
about these minor details. I should know
today whether the agreement has yet been
completed and, if so, what is the nature
of it. I am curious to see it, as I notice
that the rate of interest being charged with
regard to the Fremantle installation is lower'
than that which the electors of North-East
Freman tie have to pay for sewerage instal-
lations. I cannot see the meason for that.
Many people who arc finding it difficult to
pay their wity because of the high Jpr1pAq,

have to pay 5 per cent, interest for the
money when 4Y2 per cent. only is being
charged to the company for a much larger
SUM.

The Attorney General: Who fixed the 5
per cent.?

Hon. J1. T. TONKIN: The Minister's Gov-
ernment.

The Attorney General: Did it?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Yes-the Water
Supply Department.

The Attorney General: 1 thoutght it had
been fixed for some time.

Hon. J. T. TONXKIN: No. The Treasury
wants to make a profit first of all out of
the money it makes available to the Water
Supply Department, and the Water Supply
Department wants to make a profit, too, out
of the same money, and that is where we
get the 5 per cent. On top of that, there
is a 2Y2 per cent. administration charge.
Those are matters which should be
thoroughly ventilated and on which there
should be a declaration from the Govern-
ment. But we shall have no opportunity
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of obtaining that, and the reason I am deal-
ing with all these matters now is because I
know I shall not hare another opportunity.
Because of the Government's action, this,
is our last chance. It is just idle for the
Premier to say that ample time is being
given to discuss the remainder of the Esti-
mates.

The Premiers Estimates occupy 26 pages
of the hook, and I am excluding many pages
which have reference to his Estimates but
which are not directly concerned. There is
a total number of 117 pages, so that the
length of time spent in discussing the Gen-
eral Estimates under the Prme' flepart-
ment is not unduly great when we have re-
gard to the proportion which the Premier's
Department hears to the total of the details
in this book. But the balance is very much
greater. The Premier's Department oc-
cupies 26 pages out of 117. To give us
about 20 hours to discuss 41 divisions and
to claim at the same time that ample time
is being given is to adopt a most remark-
nble attitude, because ample time cannot be
available under those conditions. It breaks
down into a matter of minutes only for each
speaker.

If we assume that Ministers will intro-
duce their Estimates and will take, on the
average, about an hour to do so-and I say
quite definitely that it is not possible ade.
quately to handle the Departments of Agri-
culture and Education under that time-
there are left approximately 14 hours for
the balance of members to discuss 41 divi-
sions-a few minutes each. There is just
time to get up and say, "How do you do?"
and sit down. What a state of affairs that is
in a Parliament which is nearing comple-
tion! It has been the practice over the
years to have a thorough discussion in the
final year. There is usually a good deal of
criticism in the first year after an election,
especially if there is a change of Govern-
ment. In the second year, when the Gov-
ernment is getting into its stride, more
work is done on legislation than on any-
thinq else. In the final year the Govern-
ment should be attempting to justify itself
and to show where it has carried out its
promises, and the Opposition should be at-
temptirur to show where the Government
has fallen shodt. That is a reasonable
situation and one which has existed for

years. But it will not he the case this
year, because the Government has decided
that it will apply the gag.

As I said when I commenced speaking,
it is not a question of doing certain things
with regard to procedure if you have a ma-
jority. It is a question of getting away
with it. Some men get away with burglary
and some men even get away with murder-
But it is against the law and it is against
the Xules. This Government will get away,
with its bushranging but not in accordance
with the rules. There is no provision for
this in the Standing Orders, but the Gov-
ernment will get away with it because it
wiUl use its numbers.

Mr. Hegney: On a point of order! Is
the member for Sussex entitled to read a
newspaper while the member for North-
East Fremantle is speaking?

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think he is
reading a newspaper.

Mr. Hegney: I am sure he is.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It is not my de-
sire to proceed for very much longer. I
want to remind the Premier again that
there could not have been much intention
behind his promise to let us have his finan-
cial tables early, because he proposes to,
close the debate before they will be avail-
able, so far as we know. There is no indi-
cation that they will he ready by the 20th
September, and that would be too late tW
be of any use. The Premier has admitted
that they are valuable compilations, and
anybody who has used them before will
know that the information contained
therein is most useful in a discussion on the
Estimates. On going through the tables for
last year, I found some very valuable in-
formation with regard to the Forests De-
partment and the export of our timbers.
It was my intention to deal at some length
on the Estimates for this department with
our forests policy, what had been done and
what should have been done, and to aid me
in examining the position I proposed to
quote from an article written recently by
the present Conservator. This article ap-
peared in "The Western Mail" of the 18th
August, and was headed, "Timber and the
Future." It reads-

A shortage of timber is one of the vital
problems confronting the British Common-
wealth of Nations today. The exigencies of
the moment have brought home to the people
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of Australia more clearly than ever before
the need for greatly increased effort to in,-
Trove our timber position. Current require-
meats for timber are not being met and the
supplies forthcoming in Australia are being
maintained only with considerable difficulty
from our forests.

TPhen follows a reference to what the Cop-
servator clls a dismal situation. Ho says-

As far as Australia as a whole is concerned,
the situation is particularly dismal. On a
continent which so many people have wrongly
supposed to bave a vast extent of forests we
shall, in a few decades, have to depend en-
tirely on the crop which the present care of
-the forester will provide for us, together with
some growt, of course, which followed early

cutn otuitously and escaped destruction
by subsequent bush fires.

This is a most interesting article. 'It is
true that recently the Government took
steps to curtail the export of timber, and
a motion was recently agreed to in this
House which aimed at a further cur-
tailment. But the fact remains that we
have been exporting far too much of our
timber to other people and have been sub-
sidising those people who have got it. So,
whilst our own resources have been de-
pleted, we have been subsidising the people
who have caused the depletion.

The Minister for Housing: I think you
are right. We have been working on the
1945 forestry policy, and it has to be re-
vised.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I am sure it has.
-1 think if we had the financial tables we
would be able to show that the value of
the timber exported in 1947-48 and 1948-49
was greater than in 1945.

The Minister for Housing: That may be
SO.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: So that although
it might be in accordance with the same
policy, it does not make the position right.
We have to take drastic steps to see that
our timber is here for our own use, and
that we export a minimum, and only what
we can spare. The argument that we have
to continue to export in order to hold our
export market is a spurious one indeed.
What is the need for holding an export
market if it is detrimental to supply it?
'That is the position we are in.

The Minister for Housing: That was the
,ease in 19M also.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I do not care
whether it occurred in 1945, 1943 or 1949,
it is wrong.

The Minzister for Housing: I agree, and
it is what I am trying to get away from.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It took the Minister
a long time to wake up.

The Minister for Housing: No.-

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Yes, because 12
months ago he was putting up all the argu-
ments in the world to show why the export
should continue at the then level.

The Minister for Housing: No.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Look up "Han-
sard'' and see.

The Minister for Housing: I have been
questioning the export ratio for 12 months.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: If I had known
this would crop up, I would have looked
up "Hansard" and got the exact words.
I can recall the Minister's speaking about
the necessity for retaining the export mar-
ket.

The Minister for Housing: That is quite
true. The advice I got from my department
then was that the export market was of some
value and some exports should be made to
conserve it.

Hon. ji. T. TONKIN: Having made this
much progress, I am content, but before
I sit down I want to say that I regret that
I ant in a Parliament where, after all these
years, and with the record we have, we
have a Government which adopts this
method to restrict the rights of private
members. I was not in the House when the
Miteiel-Lathamn Gojernment applied~ the
gag, but I have heard members talk about
it and say that after Sir Tames Mitchell
had applied it he declared he would never do
it again.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: It took him all one
night before he could do it.

The Minister for Housing: It was used
in 1934, I think.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: No; I was here
then.

The Minister for Railways: It was used
in your time.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Can the Minister
give me an instance?
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The Minister for Railways: Yes, it was
the night before the Canning Dam was
opened.

Hon. J. T. -TONKIN: How was it ap-
plied?

The Minister for Railways: From this
side of the House. The motion was moved,
"That the question be now put."

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: About what time
was that?

The Minister for Railways; About six
o 'clock in the morning.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It might have been
done on a single occasion like that-I do
not recall it but I accept the Minister's
assurance on that point-where a debate
had been in progress for some time.

The Minister for Railways: That was the
gag; this is not the gag.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: This is the axe.

The Minister for Education: It was done
three times in 1934, and I refer you to
"Hansard" for that year at pages 2089, 2094
and 2095.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: My memory is not
as good as I thought it was, because I do
not recall any of those instances. I presume
the Minister has looked up "Hansard" and
that they did occur. But they occurred only
in separate instances and there was no at-
tempt to do anything in a wholesale fashion
such as this.

The Minister for Hiousing: This is a time-
table.I

Hon. 3. T. TONKIN: Yes, a timetable
which provides 14 hours for all the mem-
bers of the House to devote to 41 divisions.

Mr. Rovell: After 4onight you deserve a
lesser amount of time.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN; Sussex has awak-
ened!1

Mr. Bovell: I think it is bringing this in-
stitution into disrepute for you to be gassing
away.

Mr. Hegney: You have been snoring for
two hours.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I quite agree with
the member for Sussex that a motion of this
kind brings the House into disrepute.

Mr. Bovell: I did not say the motion; I
said your action.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: We have never had
a motion like this before.

The Minister for Railways: We have not
had occasion for one previously.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I was sitting in the
public gallery when a motion dealing with
the bulk-handling of wheat wa nder dis-
cussion, and I venture to say there was more
obstruction and trouble in connection 'with
that motion than any that has been before
the House in my time or that of the Minister
for Railways. Yet he says there has never
been an occasion before.

The Minister for Railways: Not like this..

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Government
of that day-it was a coalition Government
-did not, despite the fact that it was being-
held up with its business, make any attempt
to use a motion of this type.

The Minister for Railways: I was not here,
then.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That is so. There
is no virtue in the Government's saying now
that there has never been an occasion be-
fore. We can find an occasion for anything
if we look for it. Tlje point is this, is it
desirable in the Western Australian Parlia-
ment which has had a record in conneetioir
with which we have taken some pride? I
think it is a bad thing. Here we have it
Government which talks about preserving
freedom, and which is supported by a group,
called The Legion of Liberty, and it is the!
first one to apply a wholesale gag like this.
I regret that it has occurred, and I think the
Government will, too.

Mr. MeCULLOCH: I move-

That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and a diVision taken ivitli the
following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
M r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

20
22

Majority against .. 2

Brady
Cov achy
Fox
Gra m
Ha,ske
Hegney
Har
Kelly
Marsh all
May

AYES.
Air.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
MJr.
Mr.
Mir.
ir.
Mr.
Mr.

Mc CulIloeh
Needbam
ourser
Pen ton
Reynolds
Sleemnan
Styants
Tonkin
Trist
Rod oreh

(Tfller)
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Mr. Abbott Mr. McDonald
Mr. Ackland Mr. MeLarty
Mr. Derell Mr. Murray
Mrs. CsrdeUl-Ollver Mr. Nalder
Mr. Cornell IMr. Nicemo
Mr. Doney Mr, Perkins
Mr. Greyden Mr. Seward
Mr. Hall ' IMr. Watts
Mr. Hi1l i Mr. Wild
Mr. Leslie Mr. Yates
Mr. ,Msnn Mr. Brand

Motion thus negatived.

M. MeCULLOOR (Hannaus) [6.15]: In
listening to the debate'on this motion I
have been disilusioned with regard to Par-
liamentary procedure. The member for
Irwin-Moore was, not far out when he de-
clared that our parliamentary system here
was wrong and in disrepute.q

Mr. Brady:- He had been asleep all
night.

Mr. MeCULLOCH: When a division is
called we see members crawling into the
Chamber like sheep, and we saw one mem-
ber, in the King's uniform, with his boots
off, which is definitely disorderly. The Pre-
mier said that members were abusing their
parliamentary privileges. Surely private
members have a right to speak, but it ap-
pears that the rest of the Estimates are
going to be put through without amend-
ment or debate. According to the motion
we will not be enabled to speak on any-
thing. The Government wants not only to
gag us, but also to cut our throats. The
Premier said that the time taken up in
speaking to the tieneril Estimates was 47
hours. That is not a day's work for one
man and there are 50 members in this
House. That timne would not allow every
member an opportunity to speak one hour
on the Estimates. Some members speak for
an hour or two, which I do not think is too
long, and if some speak for four or five
hours and others for only ten minutes, that
is their privilege.

No-one is going to tell me that I cannot
speak. I have been sent here to speak and
not simply to sit and look around me like
some members on the Government side of
the House. As has been mentioned, there
was no Address-in-reply debate, though it
would not have made much difference to
me, and perhaps it is just as well that there
was no such debate this year. The Premier
said that in 1046, 16 hours 35 minutes were
spent on the Estimates. Why was that?
Surely members had the same privileges
then as they have today.

Mr. Kelly; There was a different Gov-
ernment then.

Mr. MeCULLO CH: Members of the pre-
sent Government must have been on the
Opposition side of the House, and surely
they had the right to speak. It was their
own fault if they did not exereise their
rights, but of course they are not doing
that now. I do not think some members
Lre earning the money they are receiving.

They are taking it under false pretences.
I do not object to any member speaking,
provided he speaks to the point, but
I have listened all night to something
like a free-for-all. I have heard all
sorts of things -said, and the Pre-
mier started it all and gave the lead.
The first period of this session ended in De-
cember, 1948; then Parliament met again in
June, 1949, and it looks as though this ses-
sion will last until the end of this month.

Those of us who are lucky enough-I do
not mean lucky enough; I mean those of
us wh6 are unfortunate enough-to come
back here after the next election will prob-
ably do so in July, 1950. 1 say "unfor-
tunate" because it is most unfortunate
having to listen to the tripe that we
have had this evening. That means that in
a~period of 18 months 'we do three months:
work and yet we ask the people of this coun-
try to pay us for the 18 months. If I went
to the Arbitration Court Mr. Justice Jack-
son would cast me out if I wanted 18 months'
wages for three months' work.

The Attorney General: Of course you can
return it.

Mr. MeCULLOCH: They are not going
to get mnine although I will follow the lead
of the Attorney General.

The Attorney Genetal: I agree with you.

Mr, MeCULLO CR: The Attorney Geneal
cannot disagree. It has just been so much
bunkum. We have worked for three months
only.

Mr. Yates i Don't Au do any work out-
side?

Mr. Nalder: Evidently not.

Mr. MeCULLO CR: The Premier also men-
tioned about the "Hlansard" staff and many
tears seemed to be shed on their behalf. I
am not concerned about them. They have
a job to do and they get paid to do it.
If I had a job on the staff I would get
paid for it and I would -expect to carry it
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out. The Premier said that it costs £15 an
hour for the printing of "Hansard." I
have seen these lights burning night after
night and I have seen the heaters on as well.
Motorcars have been running up here 10 and
12 at a time to take members home. Those
meu have to be paid double time and yet
the Premier turns round and sajes that we
are wasting money. These taxis have to go
to Fremantle, Victoria Park, Inglewood, all
round the metropolitan area and outside as
well. If that is not a waste of public money,
then I do not know what is.*

Mr, 'May: But it is better than walking
home.

Mr. McCULLOCHI: We should be made
to walk home after some of the stuff that has
been spoken. I have been here up till four
o'clock in the morning and when I first came
I walked home a couple of nights. Some-
body said to me, "Why don't you get a
taxi?" I replied that I did not have enough
money to pay for a taxi and I was told that
the Government would pay for it, so I said
"That will do me."

The Premier referred to the guillotine
being applied and said there was pro-
viio for it in our Standing Orders. The
Premier said that it was used in other Par-
liaments and I know that he was referring
to the Commonwealth. However, if there
had been a Commonwealth Government of
the same political colour as the Premier's I
do not suppose he would have spoken or
said that the guillotine had' been ap-
plied there. I would remind the Pre.
nmier that that Parliament knocks off
at 11 o'clock each night. Now the Pre-
mier intends to apply the guillotine
here and I agree with the member for Bever-
ley that there should be some reorganisation
of the parliamentary system. We could con-
sider starting somne time during the day in-
stead of. having an afternoon shift and
compelling members to speak until the early
hours, of the mornin~ That is just out-
rageous. We are here to do a job and we
should knock off at a reasonable hour,
say, 11 o'clock.

This hanzing about at night until all hours
is absolutely ridiculous. Members do not
even know wvhat they are voting for. The
bells are rung and they Come into the ('ham-
her rubbing their eyes, having a look to see
which side their Party has gone and then
walking across to rote. They have no idea

what has transpired during the debate and
then as soon as the vote has been taken they
go out and have a sleep again. For many
years I have heard the public calling mew.-
bers of Parliament parasites and I am be-
ginning to think that the people are not
very far wrong. I think members will find
that over the years the Commonwealth Par-
liament usually sits about seven months
of the year and not three months as we do
here, or will be compelled to if this motion
is passed.

Why should we he concerned with the
Federal election because it is to be held on
a certain date?7 This Government is ignor-
ing the people's business and theme are
several items of private members' business
still to be discussed. However, if the motion
is agreed to we will not get very far
wi'th our private members' business.
The members for Middle Swan and M1t.
Marshall are quite entitled to nominate and
seek higher honours but I do not see why
the other 48 members should be incon-
venienced on their behalf. I suppose some
of the heads-of the Liberal Party desire that
Parliament shall be finished on a certain
date and members of that Party seem to
be opposing Country Party members in the
Moore electorate. The member for Middle
Swan has as much chance of winning his
seat as' I have of jumping aver the moon.
He has no hope in life.

Mr. Yates: I wonder -you don't prophesy
when this sitting will end.

Mr. MeCLYLLO CIL: While the Premier
-was speaking somebody interjected and
said that another place was holding hip
legislation. The Premier said that he was
not concerned with the legislation. Fancy
the Premier of the State not being con-
cerned about tbsx legislation of the coun-
try!I He was not concerned with what an-
other place d id with legislation. That is
outrageous. Mention has been made that
there have been 41 divisions, I may be
short-sighted or something, but J have
counted themn up and I can make only 39.
The Premier said that we had spoken for
77 hours and there had been 41 divisions.
If we are to be restricted like this, I am
wondering whether we will be permitted
to ask questions. Surely we will be able
to do that.

1894-
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I am very interested in some questions I
wish to direct to the Attorney General in
connection with the Prices Branch. I know
that this prices business is a positive ramp.
If that is not so in the metropolitan area,
then it defiuitely is on the Goldfields.

The Attorney General: You should not
say that about a good department.

Mr. McCCLLOOH: It is a definite ramp
on the Goldflelds. Prices have jumped and
the basic wage is going up. That certainly
does not benefit the worker. In 192, on
the Gioldfields, the basic, wage was £3 17s.
and the present-day basic wage is £7 Os. 5d.
The workers, in 1928, were far better off
than they are today. This jumping of prices
ino good for the worker and therefore I

am of the opinion that this Prices Commis-
sion is not operating, in this State, as effec-
tively as it should. I have a cutting from
the "Daily News" of the 7th September,
1949, and it deals with i Gallup poll which
was taken on the present-day costs for a
family of four. The following question was
asked-

In your opinion, what is the smallest
amount; a family of four needs each week,
to meet all expenses, including rent?

The article then goes on to state--
Similar questions were asked by the Gallup

poll in March, 1945, February, 1946, and
February, 1949.

Comparison of answers chow, that the
estimiated weekly cost of 'living for a family
of four haa taken a particularly steep risethis year to almost £2 a week more than when
the war ended.

Those answers are obtained from a cross
section of the people. I do not think the
representatives of this Gallup poll have ever
asked Labour supporters for their opinion;
at least they have never asked me. The
Gallup poll goes on to state that in July,
1949 the smallest amount required for a
family of four each week to meet all ex-
penses. including rent, is £8 4s. Id. and at
present the male basic wago is £6 13s. 2d.,
and the female basic wage is £3 Us. 11d.
Those are the- rates for the metropolitan
area. How a female is to live on that sum
heats me. The Gallup poll says-

In the latest survey, the average estimate
byr mesi (ES 4s.) ngrccd~almost exactly with'
that of women (El8 4s. 3d.).

So it is obvious that thefe is something-
wrong with the prices administration.

The Attorney General: There have been
a great many factors to be taken into con-
sideration this year; the 40-hour week,jthe
withdrawal of subsidies and the granting
of bigger margins.

Mr. Graham: More excuses!

The Attorney General: No, just facts.

Mr. Yates: Less work!

Mr. Grayden: And wore whining!

'Mr.. MeOULLOCH: There are a lot of
questions I intended to ask of the Minis-
ter for Education. The Government has
made lots of promises as to what it is going
to do for the schools on the Goldields, but
to date nothing has been done. I noticed
from last Tuepday's issue of the "Kalgoor-
lie Miner'' that £40,000 has been allocated
for additions to the Kalgoorlie Hospital.
That is very good. Of course, there is the
proviso that they cannot obtain the labour
to enable them to use the money. This
amount was set aside for additions to the
maternity ward. The matron said that it
did not require extending, but what they
badly needed was additional ward accom-
mbdation, facing Piccadilly-street. At pre-
sent there is a large intermediate ward at
that hospital but it is not being used and
now the Government proposes to build ad-
ditions to the maternity ward.

I know the trasinee nurses in that hospital
are living in quarters which are so bad that
they would be better off out in the open.
To take a girl from decent living conditions
and place her in these dungeons is not right
and I do not blame them for pulling out of
their job. Several girls have arrived at tbat
hospital but it is not long before they pack
up and leave and they have every reaon
for so doing. I also point out to the Min-
ister for Works the bad state of the Kal-
goorlie road. I have travelled through Wil-
liams, Narrogin and Collie, and they are
served with excellent roads compared to
that area between Southern Cross and Kal-
goorlie. That is not a fair thing at all. That
road has been under repair for three years
and it is as had today as ever it was, if not
worse. On some days it is impassable
because of flooding. I hope I will get the
Minister for Works interested in that par-
ticiilar item. Some nights ago I mentioned
to the 'Minister for Health that the food
at the K.E.M. hospital was not satisfactory,
but the Minister told me that the meals at
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the King Edward Memorial Hlospital were
of good quality and there were plenty of
supplies. I say that his statement iF wrong.

The Attorney General: Oh no.

Mr. MeCULLOCH: It is definitely wrong
because I visited that hospital on three oc-
casions and made inquiries from the pa-
jerits and nurses there. The attitude of the
patients at the Sing Edward Memorial
Hospital is shown in their expression, "Oh
well, we get if for nothing," hut they do not
get if for nothing; they are paying for it
all the Itime. No one gets anything for
nothing these days. But because they re-
ceive £15 as a bonus and the free hospital
benefit from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment they consider that they are getting
meals for nothing. They are half-starved as
a result. The nurses told me that the girls
who live in the city are not so badly off for
meals because they can have them supple-
mented by their friends bringing food into
them, but the girls from the country can-
not get enough to feed them.

I had a lot more questions to ask of the
Minister, hut I do not want to delay the
House much longer because my wife will be
waiting for me to go home. This is the fifth
occasion I have bad to pay 10s. for my
room and I 'am obtaining no beaefit from
it and there is no one to blame hut the
Government for that. It blames us for
speaking so long but that is what we are
here for. If we do not speak we will be get-
ting money for nothing; we get it for next
to nothing now but, if we do not speak, wea
will go to sleep with the xadiator alongside
us and that is what we are being paid for!
It is- obtaining money under false pretences.
I object to the motion by the Premier and
to the brutal method he has used in getting
the member for Canning rushed up here
from Northam causing him to enter a divi-
sion with his boots not laced up.

Mr. Yates: At least I was in the Chamber
at the time; you were outside snorin.

Mr. MeCULLOCH: I know members
want an early breakfast and I hope there
will be something good provided for me
at my hotel, so I will leave it at that.

lion. J. B. SLEEMAN: I move-

That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and division
following result:-

Ayes.. -

Noes . - .-

taken with the

21
22

Majority against

Mr. Brady
Mr. OoverLey
Mr. Fox
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hawke
Mr. flemney
Mr. Hoar
Mr. Xelly
Mr. Marshall
Mr. May
Mr. McCulloch

Mr. Abbott
Mr. Ackland
Mr. Bovel
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Donny
Mr. Orayden
Mr. Hlall
Mr. Hill
Mr. Leslie
Mr. mea

AYES.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.

NOS.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

1L

Needham
Nelson
Oliver
Panton
Reynolds
Sleeman
Styanta
Tonkin
Triat

Redoneda

McDonald
MeLarty
Murray
Nalder
Nimmoe
Perkins
Seward
Watts
Wild
Yates
Brand

(Teller.)

(Tonsr.)

Motion thus negatived.

HON. J. B. SLEEMAZI (Fremantle)
[6.43]; I must say a few words against the
motion moved by the Premier. At the out-
set I would point out to him that he has
brought all this long debate on himself. If
he had treated the Opposition reasonably,
this would not have happened. As he
grows older, he will come to realise that he
will not get anywhere with people unless
he treats them reasonably. I draw atten-
tion to the way the Premier himself was
hreated last session. We then had the
Address-in-reply debate and the Estimates
as weUl. After the Estimates had been placed
before members the Order of the Day was
kept at the bottom of the notice paper.
Towards the end of the session, the Premier
went to the Leader of the Opposition and
asked for his co-operation. The Le 'ader of
the Opposition agreed, and came to menm-
bers on this side of the House. He told us
that the Premier wanted to finish the ses-
sion and suggested we gave him a hand in
doing so. That course was approved and the
Votes of 10 departments were passed on
the last night of the session.

That is no wa-y to treat menmbedi of an
Opposition. It amounts to applying the
gag in another -way. This year, the Esti-
mates have been introduced early in the
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session, whereas last year they were not
before members until August or September,
and they were passed by the 10th December.
Opposition members were treated with scant
courtesy in return for the co-operation they
had manifested. Some Ministers did not
introduce their Estimates at all. During the
discussion this evening, I heard the Pre-
mier say that when mpmbers of the present
Opposition occupied the Treasury bench,
some of their Estimates went through with-
out any discussion at all. I have seen that
happen on a couple of occasions, but that
was really a slip. When I was Chairman
of Committees, the Minister for Mines did
not realise that his departmental Estimates
had been called on. It will be understood
that a Chairman of Committees does not
wait and ask members to speak. On that oc-
casion, no Opposition member rose to dis-
cuss the Estimates, and they went through
without any discussion. I think that sort of
thing happened twice-

Last year Ministers introduced their'
Votes with very brief speeches. For in-
stance, the Crown Law Department's Vote
was introduced and all the Minister had to
say about it took up 53 hunes in "Hlansard."
The Public Works Department is a huge
conern, and yet the remarks of the Minister
for Works, in placing his Vote before the
Committee extended over only two pages
of "Hansard.' I have heard it said by a
Minister of the Crown that if anyone
wanted to get his Estimates through quickly,
it was heat to tell members as little as he
could, and if they wanted to know any-
thing they could ask questions. The native
affairs Vote, together with other -matters
under the jurisdiction of the Minister con-
cerned went through very quickly, but on
this occasion quite a lot could be said but
it does not appear as though we shall have
any such opportunity., The Votes for the
Chief Secretary's Department, the Public
Works Department, the Crown Law Depart-
ment, the Health and Medical Departments,
the Forests Department, the Child Welfare
Department and the Housing Department
all were passed in the one night last year.
If the Premier had been as reasonable in
his attitude this timelaa bhe was then, there
would not now be so much talk about the
Estimates and certainly tbey would be
dealt with much more quickly. Now the gag

is to be applied in wholesale fashion anti
the departmental 'Votes are to be put
through a sausage machine, as it were. Here
is the list Of Votes the consideration of
which is to conclude before 9 p.m. on the
20th Se~tetber-

Educatiojn . .. .. £.1,852,311
Town Planning . .,3,800

Department of Industrial
Development . .. 52,040

Farmers' Debts Adjustment 440
Child Welf are and Outdoor

Belief . . 141,030
TUnewployment Relief .. 1,830
Housing . .. 24,416
Forests . . 102,850
Native Affairs .. . 105,402
Lands and Surveys . .. 280,700
Agricultural . .. 274,395
College of Agriculture .. 28,912
Labour .. . .5,850

Factories . .. 14,800
Chief Secretary .- 44,631
Registry and Friendl so-

cieties . . .. 30,896
Prisons -. . . 77,887
Observatory . .. 2,050

-Tourist Bureau . .. 16,198
Harbour and Light and

Jetties . .. 54,085
North-West Generally 200
Mines . .. 208',778
Police - -. . 550,179
Public Works and Buildings 509,230
Crown. Law Offie, ete.. 292.649
Medical .. .- - 10.5;496
Public Health .. .. 336,255
Mental Hospitals and In-

ebriates . . .. 279,023
Fisheries .. . . 24,656

I now come to Public Utilities. These in-
elude--

Go]ldfields Water Supply
Undertakting E. . 286,500

State Abattoirs and Sale
Yards . .- .. 108,B89

Metropolitan Water Supply,
Sewerage and Drainage .. 243,660

Other Hydraulic Undertak-
ings .. . . 190,610

Railways .. . . 7,779,000
Tramways .. . . 767,500
Ferries .. 14,860
State Batteries . . 80,500
Cave House, etc. . .. 18,141

Thea we come to the Appropriation Bil-1.
How much time is allowed to discuss that
Bill? 'Two hours!

The Minister f or Education: Why do you
want to discuss the Bill, after having dis-
cussed the Estimates?

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: And the Gov-
ernment says that we are getting a fair
deal! We should protest for a week rather
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than allow this sort of thing
Private members are being
their privileges. In normal
we should have at least tii
which to discuss these matte
less to say that we can discui
time proposed by the motion.
much time could be devotedI
ment of Agriculture, the Pub
partuient, 'the State Eleetricit
as well as to the Mines flop
us have a reasonable time t
I therefore move an amendn

That in line 10 the words
her" be struck oat with a vie
"8th November.''

.T HffOAR: Now that a
been introduced into the del
be advisable for members to h
siderable time to go over the
minds. I therefore move--

That the debate be adjourned

Motion put and a division
following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority against

Mr. Brady
Mr. Coverlcy
Mr. Fex
Mr. Grahamn
Mr. Hdegney
Mr. Hoar
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Marskall
Mr. May
Mre. McCulloch

Mr. Abbott
Mr. Ackland
Mr. Bovel)
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Donor
Mr. Grayden
mr. Hal)
MAr, Hill
Mr. Leslie
'Mr. Mann

Avzs.
Mr. No

to take place.
deprived of

circumstances
roe weeks in
rs. It is use-
ss then in the

For instance,
to the Depart-
lie Works De-
y Commission,
ailmetnt. Let
o do the job.

the session. There is no question at -all
about that. The opportunity which this
amendment would provide to give fuller
consideration to the many important mat-
ters that are listed for discussion, would be
not only an advantage to memabers but also
to the State, as a result of the arguments
that could be raised, the criticism levelled
at and advice given to the Government. I
cannot accept the attitude adopted by the
Premier in the course of this debate.

jent- As I said on a previous occasion, it is
" 20th Septem- nothing short of a dictatorship when one
wj to inserting man, in order to carry out his own ideas,

seeks to foist on the rest of the members a
sew angle has miotion to close down in such a short time
)ate, it would the debate on so important a matter as the
avc some con-. discosion of governmental affairs. The
matter in their period from now until the 20th September

will give very few members an opportunity
adequately to discuss many of the things

aken with the they must have in their minds. We had an
experience last year, when this short session

20 idea did not apply at all, hut when fully

22 half a dozen departmental estimates were
- not debated but were allowed to lapse or

2 collapsed on the very last day. As a result,
- quite a number of members, including my-

self, who wished to make reference to more
Mbauxthan one department were unable to do so.

Mr. Oliver
Mr. Pattton
Mr. Reynolds
Mr. Sleoman
Mr. Styanle
Mr. Tonkin
M r. Triat
Mr. Rodoreda

(Teller.)

Nos.
Mr. McDonald
Mr. McLarty
Mr. Murray
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Nimmno
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Seward
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. Yates
M r. Brand

(Teller.)

Motion thus negatived.

MR. HOAR (Nelson-on amendment)
[6.581): For the first time last night and
this morning I have heard a little common-
sense introduced into this debate, and that
is that the time to be allowed for discus-
sion of the various departmental 'items
should he extended. To me, the earrying
of the motion in its present forms would
be a complete denial of freedom of speech
in this Parliament for the remainder of

If the Premier insists on attempting to
get through the whole of this business by
the 20th September, without imposing a
time limit on speeches, I fail to see how more
than one or two members. will be able to
participate in the debates and speak their
piece. If there is no restriction on how long
a member shall speak, it simply means that
those who come first will be first served. The
Department of Education will have a good
go and so will the Department of Industrial
Development. Perhaps the whole time will
be spent in discussing those two depart-
ments, in which eas4 other departments like
those of Lands, 'Mines, Forests, Child Wel-
fare and the like, which have presented memn-
bers, in their experiences with the Govern-
ment over the last two and n half years,
with many problems which they feel justi-
fied in airing on behalf of the people they
represent, will not be able to be considered.
If the motion is carried in its present formn,
I fail to see how there can be any freedoma
of speech for the rest of this session.

1898
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I might be speaking at 9 o'clock on the
20th September and you, Mr. Speaker, will
be directed, as the result of the Premier's
motion, to close the debate and ask me to
resume my seat; and I may be only half way
through my speech or perhaps halfway
through a sentence, If that is not a form
of dictatorship, designed to foist on mem-
bers the will of the leader of this Govern-
ment, I would like to know what is. I would
much prefer an extension of time to give
every member, if he so desires, an oppor-
tunity to discuss at reasonable but not undue
length all the departmental items, which can-
not possibly he done if the debate is to con-
clude on the 20th September. I have plea-
sure in supporting the amendment.

MR, OLIVER (Boulder-on amendment)
(7.4] : 1 support the amendment. I feel
that we could overcome our trouble if we
agreed to extend the time for dealing with
the matters enumerated in the motion moved
by the Premier. I have heard all sorts of
hard titles given to the Premier, but I am
not one who believes he is a Hitler, a Musso-
lini, or even a Rafferty. I think he is a
very kindly gentleman, and that in this mat-
ter he has probably been governed by cir-
cumstances or by forces in his own Party
t~at he is unable to control. Until this de-
bate commenced, I did not know that all
this business was designed to allow two Gov-
etnmnent supporters to put themselves in a
position where they could contest a Federal
election. I cannot imagine the Premier
willingly lending himself to such a practice.
Obviously he has been pushed into it. Let
us have a look at some of the people who,
I believe, are responsible for the situation
with which we are faced. Take the member
for Middle Swan.

Mr. Graham: You take him!
Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: We do not ant

him!
TMr. OLIVER: I have been astounded at

his behaviour in this Chamber.
Mr. Grayden You have a lot to learn.
Mr, OLIVER: But after having listened

to the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, I
am aware that perhaps there is an answer
to that.

'Air. Graham: The cycle of the moon.
Mr. OLIVER: Yes. I do not intend to

delay the House, and I am not going to
wander from the matter before the Chair.

I feel that the subject is in itself quite
sufficient for discussion, without one wander-
ing all over the place. I am not going to
be one who will say that' our time has been
wasted discussing the motion. We have heard
various views expressed; and even if it has
taken all night and will take us half of
the day to give consideration to the matter,
some good will have been achieved, because
members will have expressed their opinions;
and even if eventually the discussion on the
Estimates is going to be made the subject
of the gag, the people will know that at least
the members of the Opposition resisted that
procedure to the utmost.

All I ask the Premier to do is to reconsider
the position in the light of the amendment
moved by the member for Fremantle. If be
reflects he will find that the amendment will
meet his needs equally as well as the motion,
and it will allow for a full discussion of all
the items enumerated in the motion. Know-
ing the Premier as I do, I feel that he will
give the amendment very weighty considera-
tion and will probably influence his Party
to have it carried.

MR. GRAHAM (East Perth-on amend-
ment) -[7.9]: 1 have not had a great deal of
experience of it, but about the time the sun
starts creeping over the Darling Range I
feel overtaken by a burst of generosity. So
I can appreciate to some extent the attitude
of the Government in desiring that there
should be a timetable. But that still leaves
considerable room for a difference of opin-
ion as to the form the timetable should take.
I am convinced that the last seven hours or
so have been sufficient to indicate to the
Government in terms quite definite and in-
capible of being misunderstood that the
Opposition feels that the times set out in
the Premier's motion are insufficient to en-
able proper consideration to be given to
the Estimates. Whilst' I am opposed on
principle to there being any infringement
of the usual rights we enjoy I can, because
of the peculiar circumstances confronting
the Government, appreciate its desire for
some restriction. But we have to be fair and
reasonable i n the -matter. Either the Esti-
mates are to be debated or they are not. It
is of no use making a pretence by allowing
a limited period which would be insufficient.
Accordingly if it is the intention of the
Government that consideration should be
given to the Estimates that should be done.
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Uf the Government feels that the debate
on the Estimates is merely a formality,
then let it come right out into the open and
say that at 7.30 this morning the Estimates
shall be put en bloc. I do not think the
Government iutendsr that that shall be the
procedure but most certainly the times that
have been set down are most unreasonable.
I am therefore supporting the amendment.
It is quite understandable that th4 Govern-
ment does not want the Estimates to drag
on for an indefinite period-perbaps to
Christmas or even later as would he pos-
sible. The amendment would ensure that
however persistent the more talkative mem-
bers might be, the debate could not proceed
beyond a certain point. If that is achieved,
the Government has scored its point. I hope
the Government will accept the amendment.
If it does not I trust that gne of! its re-
sponsible members will indicate to the Op-
position how far it is prepared to go.

3m. FOX (South Fremantle on amnend-
ment) t[7.14]: I support the amendment. It
is very reasonable. Evidently the Govern-
mnent is on the horns of a dilemma. No
doubt some of its members are critical of
being deprived of an opportunity to say
3omething on the Estimates. The Govern-
mnent realises, that if something is niot done
o limit the time, none of its members will
iave an opportunity to say anything on the
Estimates. It fears that if its sppporters
;peak they will further prolong the debate
io that it, the Government, will not be able
:o get into the sanctuary of recess in time
:o allow its members to stand in the next
F'ederal election. What are the constituent's
f those members going to say? They will

iay, "Did you sit idly by and say nothing
)n the Estimates? Were you like dumb-
[riven cattle and dictated to by the Cab-
net?" Down the years we have been told
)y the other side that Labour members are
lietated to by Trade5 Hall and have to do
vhat they are told. That is not correct.

very member of a trade union has a hand
n drawing up the platform that is~ sub-
nitted to the electors, but members on the
'ther side have no say in drawingT up their
ilatforin; it is done by a fSw in St.
leorge's Terrace. The members of the
.ountry Party had no say in their platform
7hntever.

Mfon. E. H. H. Hall: That is not true.

Mr. FOX: 'It is absolutely correct.

Hon. E. H1. H. Ha: I ask that that
statement be withdrawn.

Mr. SPEAKER: I ask the hon. member
to withdraw.

Mr. FOX: On what grounds?

Hon. E. H9. H. Hall: Because the state-
ment is absolutely untrue and it is objec-
tionable.

IMr. FOX: What part of it does the hon.
member ask me to withdraw?

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: The Speaker knows
'The statement.

Mr. FOX: No, he does not.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: It is that the Coun-
try Party was not consulted on this motion.

Point of Order.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Is it permissible for
a member to ask for the withdrawal of a
statement about something outside this
House? It is not a personal matter. The
member for South Fremantle did not say
that the member for Geraldton was doing
certain things.

Mr. Speaker: He said it was an untruth.

Hon. A. H. Panton: If he had said that
the member for Geraldton was saying some-
thing that was not true, I could understand
it, but be was saying something about a
Party and we do not even know what Party
it is. I suggest it is not a statement which
has to be withdrawn; otherwise we will not
he able to say anything.

M1r. Speaker: I have asked for the
remark to be withdrawn.

Mr. Hegney: There is no Country Party.
Do not 'withdraw.

Hon. A. H. Panton: It is a rotten busi-
ness.

M1r. Fox: I said the Country Party was
not consulted but IL understand there is no
Country Party.

Hon. E. H. H1. Hail: Yes, there is.

Mr. Fox: Are you a member of the
Country Party?

Hon. E& ff. H. Hall: I am.*

Mr. Fox: Is not the bon. gentleman a
member of the L.C.L.9

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: I am a member of
the Country Party.

1900
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Hon. A, H. Panton: Did the Country
Party have anything to say about what the
Liberal Party didT

MT. Speaker: Order! I have askedlfor
a withdrawal.

Mr. Hegney: I ask the Deputy Premier
to clean this up. The member for Oeraldton
has objected to the statement that the Couz
try Party was not consulted. I recollect
that some four or five years ago the Deputy
Premier, who was then the Leader of the
Opposition, indicated that the name of his
Party was to be the Country and Democratic
League. This House has not since been ad-
vised that the Deputy Premier is the Leader
of any other Party than the Country and
Democratic League, although it is said that
the Country and Democratic League, as far
as the political aspect is concerned, has ]been
-changed to the Country Party.

The Minister forEducation: By your in-
dulgence, Mr. Speaker, and the leave of
the House, I shall be happy to do as the
member for Pilbara has suggested.

Leave ranted: -

The Minister for Education: I can shortly
put it this way, that the Country and Demo-
cratic League, as an organisation, still exists
by that name, and is incorporated in that
name. When it was created, consequent
upon severance from the Primary Pro-
ducers' Association in 1943 or 1944, it was
not afflated with the Australian Country
Party Association. It is now affiliated with
that body and consequently its Parliament-
ary members, while belonging to the organi-
sation of the Country and Democratic
League, are entitled to refer to themselves
as members of the Western Australian Coun-
try Party. I think that makes the posi-
tion perfectly plain.

Mr. Fox: That does not make it plain
at all. In reply to a question earlier in
the session as to the name of the Parties on
the Oov'ernment side of the House, the Pre-
mier gave an answer wfiich did DL include
the Country Party. Therefore, according to
the Premier, tbere are no Country Party
members in the House and I do not think
I would be in order in withdrawing some-
thing said about a person not in the House
or about a body not represented in the
Rouse.

The Minister for Education: What was
the date of the question?

1901

Mr. Fox: The member for Pilbara asked
the question.

Mr. Speaker: Order! Does the member
for Geraldton, still want a withdrawal?

Mr. Marshall: Standing Order 149 pro-
vides that no member is entitled to ask for
a withdrawal and force the speaker to with-
draw unless the Speaker or Chairman of
Committees considers the words to be ob-
jectionable or unparliamentary. Years ago
it was open for the member concerned to
ask for a withdrawal of a statement that
he considered objectionable, but' the Stand-
ing Orders were amended to provide what
I have mentioned. -You,, Sir, must say
whether the utterapee of the member for
South Fremantle was unparliamentary or
objectionable, and I suggest that nothing
of that nature was said by the hon. member.
H1owever, it remains with you to decide.

Debate Resumed.
'Ar. SPEAKER: The hon. member has

asked for a withdrawal of the assertion about
the Country Party, which he says was un-
true.

Air. FOX: Do you still desire me to with'
draw, Mr. Speaker?

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, I do.
Air. FOX: I suppose that in deference

to you, Sir, I wilf have -to withdraw, but
this is in keeping with the prodedure
adopted by the member for Oeraldton.. He
always reminds me of certain persons in
ancient Rome. Anyone who has read "The
Flight from Pompeii" will remember that
some of the big nobs in that city
used to have what were known as
"(shadows," whose function it was to lnugh
at the jokes and so on of those important
persons;- The member for Geraldton re-
winds me of those "shadows". I would re-
mind him that during this session he has
succeeded in muddling the member for Mt.
Marshall. That should he recorded in
"Hansard". I do not know how he man-
aged to do it. I hope the amendment will
be arced to as it will give us an oppor-
tunity to consider -the items of the Esti-
mates in detail. Otherwise we will have no
chance of doing that. We were getting
along nicely the other night, and the Pre-
mier gave us a 'great deal of information,
in one of the' best efforts we have seen
in this House. I would like the Premier
to give u4 the opportunity of going through
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the other departments of the Estimates in a
similar manner. He will not hare to answer
all the questions, as other Miniuters will
handle the departments concerned. I hope
the amendmsent will be agreed to.

110N. A. &L G. HAWKE (Northam-oan
amendment) [7.25]:. 1 support the amend-
ment, which I think is a reasonable offer by
the Opposition to -the Government. By
means (if the motion, the Gvrmn
wishes to close Parliament down by the end
of the month and to have all discussion on
the Revenue Estimates concluded by 0 p.m.
on Tuesday, the 20th September. 1 think
we nmuld be justified in continuing dis-
eussion on the items even until the middle
of November, which, I understand, was the
first intention of the member for Fremantle
with regard to hi8 amendment. However,
he did not move that the time for consid-
eration of the Revenue Estimates he ex-
tended from the 20th September to about
the 14th November, but weakened to the
extent of approximately one week, so that
his amendment provides for that discussion

do be completed by 9 p.m. on Tuesday, the
8th November. There can be no reason-
able opposition ti thaL It is a fair com-
promise and if the Premier was sincere
in his contention last night he should ac-
cept the amendment without question. That
would ensure that the Revenue Estimates
would he finished with not later than 9 p-nm.
on Tuesday the 8th November.

floubtless the member for Fremantle will
move further amendments to the other por-
tions of the motion to ensure a suitable
spacing of the times at which discussion
on the remaining portions of the Esti-
mates should cease. Here is an opportunity
for the Premier and the Government to
meet the Opposition in a -reasonable way.
The aceeptance of the amendment by the
Government would restrict members to
some extent, though to a lesser extent than
if the motion were agreed to without
amendment. If the Premier is not prepared
to accept the amendment, all the talk he
indulged in last night in an effort to bolster
up his motion will have been exposed as
neither moire nor less than sheer humbug
and camouflage. I strngly support the
amendment and I think it is a reasonable
offer on the part of the Opposition. It will
test out the Government on the principle

of whether it is prepared to give mem-
'ber of the House a reasonably adequate
opportunity to discharge their duties -to the
publie, which duties an this occasion are to
give to the detailed Revenue Estimates close
consideration and adequate discussion. I
earnestly hope that the Treasurer will in-
dicate to members of the Home his ibten-
tion to support the amendment.

JIM. NEGNEY (Pilbara-on amend-
ment) [7.30]: I would like the Premier to
give us a comprehensive reply to the argu-
ments put forward by those in favour of
the amendment, and I am pleased to see
him in his seat. I am indebted to the mem-
ber for Fremantle for moving this amend-
mnL If the Premier, on behalf of his Gov-
ernment, is prepared to compromise to the
extent indicated by the hon. member, it is
very likely that the debate will finish prior
to the 6th November. Personally, I strongly
object to any date being fixed but it looks
as if the Government is determined to fix
a deadline somewhere. 'Unless it has ir-
revocably committed itself to the 20th, 22nd
and 27th September, then I can see no valid
arguament for opposition to the amendment
submitted. A few moments ago, the mem-
ber for Geraldton rose on a point of order
and demanded a withdrawal from the mem-
ber for South Fremantle. From what I can
gather, the member for South Fremntle
stted-

The Attorney General: What has this to
ao with the amendment?

M1r. HEONEY: I am pleased to note that
the Attorney General is once more awake.

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke. No, he is not; he
is just talking.

Mr. HEGNEY:- If the Attorney General
will bold his peace for a few minutes, I will
show him. that my remarks are relevant to
the amendment.

The Attorney General: You will have a
hard j6b to link them up.

Mr. Oliver: Make him withdraw.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!I The member

for Pilbara may proceed.

Mr. HEGNEY: I did not catch the re-
marks of the Attorney General but I will
consult with him privately later. I gather
from the remarks of the member for South
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Fremantle that, as far as he knew, the mem-
bers of the Country Party were not con-
sulted with regard to this motion, and the
member for Geraldton rose on a point of
order and implied that the Country Party
had been consulted.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Insulted!

Mr. HEGNEY: That is the implication.
It is no good the member for Geraldton
pointing to the Speaker. I will address the
Speaker, and I would remind the hon. mem-
her that it is very rude to point. I under-
stand from his gesticulations that my infer-
ence is correct and the Country Party was
-consulted. That bears out my earlier arga-
merit, and my contention all through this
debate, that the Party has been nobbled
right from the outset.

,Mr. Marshall: Gobbled!

Mr. HEGNEY: The Party has been
dragged along at the heels of the Liberal
and Country League in regard to this pro-
positiron. From my very close observations
this evening-that is, of Country Party and
Liberal Party members-I am quite satisfied
that the Minister for Education has abso-
lute, iron, discipline over every individual
member of the Westeru Australian branch
of the Australian Country Party. To a
lesser extent, although with no less deter-
mination, the Premier has the rank and ifie
sitting behind him* muzzled to the last link.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: But the Premier
is rather less of a bulldozer.

Mr. HEUNEY: The attitude of Govern-
ment members, including the smiling mem-
ber for Wagin, has been such that they
have not had the courage, if they had the
will to stand up and express their honest
opinions as to the wisdom or otherwise of
the motion and the amendment which have
been discussed by this House for some hours
past.

1Mr. Oliver: What about the member for
Middle Swan?

Mr. Grayden: What are you chattering
about?

Mr. HEGNEY: I would impress upon
the House, not only the rank and file mem-
bers of the Government, -but also the two
members who are retiring and seeking elec-
tion to the Commonwealth Parliament, that

we are' being deprived of our rights and
privileges as private members. Those two
members have indirectly or directly caused
the long hours. Those two members are the
member for Mt. Marshall and the member
for Middle Swan.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member-

Mr. HEGNEY: I anticipjited you, Mr.
Speaker, and was just going to fink up my
remarks with. the amendment. I believe that
this motion could be set aside and the
amendment carried which would provide for
the deadline at the 8th November. I have
that particularly in mind, and I know that
you, Sir, have it, too, and I was just in-
tending to link my remarks about these two
members. After all, this Parliament is a
subsidiary to the Commonwealth Parlia-,
ment and; although these two members seek
election to that Parliament, it is doubtful
whether they will succeed. Neither of
them-

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke:- Neither.

Mr. HEGNEY:- -all through this long
debate, has seen fit to get up and express,
one way or the other-

Mry. Oliver: Shame.

Mr. HEGNEY: -his ideas as Lo whether
this motion, or the amendment which we are
now discussing, is undemocratic or Austra-
lian-like. I have no doubt that the muzzle
is so strong that they will maintain their
silence. I have no doubt also that the voters
in the Commonwealth electorates will know
that these two members did not have the
courage to get up and express opinions but
that they have been fettered to the last pos-
sible degree. I appeal to the Premier-al-
though I know that he has got a liver at this
hour of the morning-

The Premier: Are we getting back to
the amendment?~

Mr. HEGNEY: We have not left it ever
since the Premier introduced the motion.
We are dealing with the motion and the
amendment, and I appeal to the Premier,
in all seriousness, to give consideration to
a compromise. If the Premier takes any
notice of the arguments that have been ad-
vanced by the Deputy Leader of the Op-
position and other members-not to mention
myself-he will undoubtedly give every con-
sideration- to accepting the amendment,

, I
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Therefore, I hope in the circumstances that
the good name of this Parliament, which
is well known throughout the length and
breadth of the Commonwealth, end the
goodwill, will not be spoilt. Although we
disagree with members on the other side
of the house, we do it because of our poli-
tical ideals, but the goodwill has been main-
tained for many years and it should con-
tinue to be maintained.

I am not a bitter person, nor d9 I hold
animosity against any particular member
of Parliament, against my neighbours or
against any of my fellow citizens. There-
fore I consider this amendment should be
carried, but if the Government is to set up
the guillotine or gag-call it what one likes
-then goodness knows what will happen
in the future. If I am stilt a member of
Parliament in the future and this guillotine
has been applied I hope that members of
the present Government, if they are in Op-
position, will not ask for any exemption
from the same tactics now being appiied.
They will not be able to say anything if
we adopt the same tactics.

Mr. Graham: With interest.

The Attorney General: You will be all
right at breakfast time.

Mr. HEGNEY:- I anm all -right now, but
I hope the Attorney General will be all
right then. I am addressing my remarks
particularly to the Premier because I know
he has the members of the Liberal Party
muzzled, and it is only he who will speak
on behalf of the Liberal Party and the
Country Party and, acting for the Minis-
ter for Works, deputising for the Deputy
Premier, and the Deputy Premier, it is only
be who will decide how the respective Par-
ties are to vote. In reply I hope that the
Premier will be clear and concise in his
remarks, that he will be broadminded as
well as fairminded, and will give every
,consideration to indicating his acceptance
of the amendment so timely moved by the
member for Fremantle.

BM. KELLY (Tilgarn-Coolgardie-on
amendment) (7.41]: Because at present I
have only an extremely -remote acquaintance
with my cot and in view of the encourage-
ment given to me by the smiles on the'
Premier's face, I propose to move that the
debate be adjourned.

TEE PREMIER (Hon. D). R. MeLarty-
Murray-Wellington--on ame ndment [7.423:
The hoej. member cannot do what he wishes
whilst an amugudment is being discussed. I
will now comply with the request by the
member for Pilbara and be erear and con-
cise.

Eon. A. H. Pan$on: I do not like the way
you start.

Mr. Oliver: Do not forget what I had to
say about you.

The PREMIER: I beard that and I was
most appreciative.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order?

The PREMIER: Dealing with the amend-
ment 'which proposes to extend the time to,
the 8th November-

Hon. A. R. G.: Hawke: Very reasonable,
too. t

Hon. A. H. Panton: Make it the 5th of'
November.

The PREMIER: -during some time last
night I informed the Rouse of the amount
of time taken up debating these Estimates,
and all through the night the Estimates have-
again been dealt with in some way or an-
other. I am now more convinced than ever-
that there is no need to depart from the'
Government's proposal.

Horn.A. R. 0. Hawke. Shame on -you!
The PREMIER: If members regard that

as valuable time wasted, as I regard it, it is.
not the fault of the Government. We have
made an offer to provide time and I will not
accept the amen dment.

HON. A. A- M. COVERLEY (Kimber-
key-on amendment) (7.43]: 1 am somewhat
surprised and disgusted at the reply of the
Premier to a most reasonable request.

The Attorney General: Be serious!

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: I certainly
object to this motion in any shape or form
as a matter of principle, and I did think
the lesser of the two evils would be to agree
to an extension of time for another week
for the purpose of discussing these Esti-
mates, As has been clearly pointed out by
practically every member on this side of the

-House there is the necessity for discussing-
the Estimates fairly fully and I do not in-
tend to repeat the substance of their re-
marks. However, I am extremely din-.
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appointed with the answer given by the Pre-
mier. He must admit that he has broken
a sacred promise to this House. In the early
part of the year he promised that every con-
sideration would be shown in dealing with
the business of private members and he has
broken that promise.

I am not a gambling man but up till to-
night if anyone had suggested that the Pre-
mier would have broken his promise I would
have bet New York to a fowl house that
he would not have, done so. I am extremely
disgusted and I hope that at least the two
members responsible for the whole of this
controversy will assist this House to carry
the amendment moved by the member for
Fremantle. Surely they owe some responsi-
bility to the taxpayers of this country and,
as they are about to desert a sinking ship,'
they should rise in their seats and make
some explanation.

The Premier: I think they have done their
duty; they have done extremely well.

Mr. Fox: They have been obedient soldiers.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLET: There is
no doubt they have been told -what to do.

The Premier: They have not been told
anything, but I do not think they are soft
enough to be baited.

Hon. A.. A. MX COVERLET: They, will.
be baited in the course of the next two
months and on the hustings when they are
seeking this new position. That is the time
they will be asked to answer.

The Premier: I should say it will be to
their decided advantage.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLET: I am sure.
The Premier: I think so.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLET:- The Pre-
mier knows that they have already deserted
the sinking ship and are seeking a better
job than they have here.

Hon. A. it. 0. Hawke:- The member for
Middle Swap. looki as pale as anything.

Mr. Grayden: I am hoping that they will
tot be5 as complacent as you,

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLET: That is the
longest speech the hon. member has made
tonight. He will get it for interjeeting.
Once again I appeal to the members who
are responsible for Ibis protracted debate
to do the decent thing.

The Premier: I have never heard such a
fervent appeal.I

Amendment put and a division takea
with the following result-

Ayes .. . . 21
Noes .. . . 22

Majority against .

Mr. Brady
Mr. CoverleY
Mr. Pox
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hawke
Mr. liegney
Mr. Hoar
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Marshall
Mr. May
Mr. McCulloch

Mr. Abbott
Mr. Ackland
Mr. flovell
Mr. Brand
Mrs, CardelI-Oiiver
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Domey
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Bali
Mr. Hill
Mr. Leslie

1

Ares.
Mr. Needham
Mr. Nuleen
Mr. Oliver

,Mr Panton
Mr. Reynolds
Mr. Slocinan.
Mr. Styanta
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Trial
Mr. Rodorede

(Teller.),
Nos.

Mr. Mann
Mr. McDonald
Mr. McLarty
Mr. Nelder

r Mr. Nimmo
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Seward
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. Yates
Mr. Murray

Amendment thus negatived.

MR. GRAHAM (East Perth) [7.52]:It
should be perfectly obvious to the Govern-
mnent that members of the Opposition at
any rate, being sensible of their duties and
responsibilities, have not taken very kindly
to the proposition of the -Government re-
specting what were previously regarded as
the undoubted and inalienable rights of
members, which are being abrogated by the
present Administration. Accordingly, be-
cause we seek by vigorous protests and by
somewhat lengthy remarks to express our-
opposition, I remind the Premier that there
is no other course open to us. The rights of'
private mnembers have been interfered with
to such an extent that it is generally known.
that apart from being vote-registering ma-
shines in Parliament, they play no practical
part in its work. Now there are further in-
roads inko the few things that we are able
to do. Thus, speech is all that is left us.

While ib may have been possible in half-
a dozen speeches of 5 or 101 minutes dura-
tion to express our proteit, it will be agreed
that by the action we have taken, are tak-
ing, and will continue to take, in connection
with this matter, we have demonstrated to
the Government that &'e are in earnest,
and it will bring prominently before the
people of Western Australia not precisely
what is being doine, but what we feel about
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this move by the Government. The people
will not be told precisely what has been
done here, because I have already read the
account in "The West Australian" of the
proceedings at this sitting up to approxi-
mately midnight and, true to form, the
newspaper has given a very distorted ver-
sion.

Hon. A. A. 1I. Coverley: That is nothing
new.

M~r. GRAHAM: And that is why I said
"The West Australian" was running true
to fiorm. It means that to a great extent we
may be fighting the battle in vain, notwith-
standing that we are waging it on behalf
-of the people we represent. As is invariably
the ease, a certain aspect of the proceedings
is presented in the daily press, and there-
fore the people have no proper comprehen-
sion of our endeavours or the issue involv-
ed. I should say that the 20th September,
1949, will be a memorable day in the his-
tory and records of the Parliament of this
State.

The Attorney General: Why?

Mr. GRAHAM: That is the day on which
the Premier, notwithstanding the all-time
record Budget that has been submitted for
the first time in the history of Western
Australia, imposed a time limit on the
speeches of members.

The Attorney General: A very popular
more.

31r. GRAHAM: The Mtiiaister can pre-
tend that is so as long as he likes. I am
,confident that if it were possible to con-
vey to the people of this State just what
the Government is seeking to achieve and
the methods it is employing, there would be
no question of what they would think about
it. 1, realise that because there is a good
friend of the Government, whose home is
in Newspaper House, St. George's-terrace,
irrespective of what we do or say, and ir-
respective of the extremes to which the
Government may go, the people will not
learn the true facts. However, if we arc
unable to impress the public, by the time
these proceedings are concluded we shall
at least have impressed the Government.

The Premier informed us that a total of
54 hours had been devoted to the consid-
eration of tbe Estimates generally, in ad-
dition to which seven hours were occupied
in discussing various items in the Votes of

the departments under his control. That
statement appears very impressive until it
is analysed. Replying to an interjection
by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition,
the Premier suggested that a clerk could
have obtained the figures he recited to us
in a matter of half an hour or so. Of
course, nothing of the k-indl is true. I dare-
say I am a little more familiar with "Ran-
said" than is a clerk attached to the Pie-
mier's Department. I made a cheek myself
when extracting some figures and it took
me quite a few hours. In 1947 we bad
whet might be regarded as a normal ses-
sion, which means that we had a debate
upon the Address-in-reply and we were un-
restricted regarding our discussion upon
the Estimates.

In addition to that, the Legislative Coun-
cil also' participated in an Address-in-reply
debate, all of which, to quote the Premier,
cost a certain amount of money, round
about £15 or £290 an hour. There was no
protest whatever against that. It may sur-
prise the Premier to know that more than
91 hours were occupied in the general and
detailed debates on that oeeasioxi. Yet he
has the effrontery to criticise us and the
temerity to suggest that we are exceeding
the hounds of reasonableness by having op.-
eupied 54 hours on the general debate and
seven hours upon the Estimates for the de-
partments which he ' controls. Surely it is
but right to expect that in the session im-
mediately preceding a general election mem-
bers will he given the opportunity to speak
at greater length than would ordinarily be
the case.

In the year 1947 the Add ress-in-reply
debate occupied 3a hours 20 minutes and
the Estimates, 43 hours 40 minutes, or a
total of 77 hours in the Legislative As-
-sembly. in the Legislative Council for the
same year the Address-in-reply occupied
14 hours 14 minutes, making a grand total
of 91 hours 40 minutes. No protestations
by the Government at all! There was
nothing unusual about the debates in the
year 1947, because when one goes to the
trouble to ascertain the figures for 19)48,
one finds that the Address6-in-reply debate
in this chamber occupied 47 hours 20 min-
utes, while the debate on the Estimates in
thiis Chamber occupied :34 hours 40 minutes,
or a total of 82 hours. I repeat -what I
have said on several occasions: Because we
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have been denied the Address-in-reply de-
bate this year, it has become neessary for
us to amalgamate what would have been two
separate speeches into one long speech in
order to cover the various matters which
we regard as being worthy of deliberation.

I~n 1948 the Legislative Council occupied
18 hours 35 minutes on the Address-in-
reply debate and therefore we have a grand
total for that year of 100 hours 35 minutes
for both the Address-in-reply debate and
the debate on the Estimates. Again no pro-
testations on the part of the Government!
The Government took no action -whatever
to curb the loquacity of members on -those
occasions, yet, when we have occupied only
about half the time this year, the Govern-
ment is seeking to restrict us and to apply
the guillotine, a practice hitherto unknown
in this Parliament. I consider it was ex-
ceedingly bad taste on the part of the Pre-
mier, of all people, to cast reflections on
members because he, as an individual mem-
ber, tvasidered th time taken by some
members in addressing themselves to the
general debate on the Estimates this year
was too long. I consider it an impertinence
on his part to question my right to speak
for one hour, five hours, or 25 hours in
this Chamber. I challenge him to demon-
strate where I wasted time by repetition
or by reading documents or publications.
What I did was to discuss a number of
matters which in my opinion required the
consideration of the House.

is it suggested that when we have 22,688
outstanding applications by persons seek-
ing dwellings I should remain silent on that
matterI Should I remain silent while prices
for commnodities are soaring, as unquestion-
ably they are, and while workers, owing to
adjustments in the basic wage by delib-
erate Government action, are not receiving
sufficient financial recompense? Should I
curtail my remarks in such circumstances?
Should I not take advantage of the oppor-
tunity to demonstrate the insincerity of
members of the Government, who spoke on
the public platform against controls and
who have since created an all-time record
in the uumber of controls which the Gov-
ernment has imposed?9

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke- How true!

Mr. GRAHAM: This Government is pro-
tected by its official organ, 'which is pub-
lished every morning from Monday to S3at-

urday, inclusive. More boards and corn-
mittees have. been appointed by this Gov-
ernment than by any other Government in
the history of Western Australia, but mat-
ters such as this in the opinion of the Pre-
mier should not be ventilated, or perhaps I
should say in -the opinion of his master,
"The West Australian." Matters which
are in accordance with fact and the details
of which are in official records are deemed
to be not worthy of publication. But let
the Minister f or Lands say that to his cer-
tain knowledge, or words to that effect,,
five per cent. of all the land sales trans.-
actions were effeced on the black market,
his remark would receive full publicity in
the Press.

I do not take kindly to unwarranted re-
primiands by the Premier so f ar as my right
to speak in this Chamber is concerned. I
would remind him that I was returned to
this Parliament by twice as many Western
Australians as he was and therefore, if any-
thing, I have as much right and authority
to speak in this Chamber as he has,. It was
not a decision of the people that he should
be Premier of the State. It was his own
colleagues who appointed him without con-
sulting the people. I have the'right to speak
in this Chamber as long as I like, provided'
always that I conform to Standing Ordcrs;
and in view of our experience a few hours
ago, I Very much doubt whether that quali-
fication is necessary. All I want to say
further at this stage in connection with
that matter is that the Government knows
full well that if it received too rent an in-
stalment from me at the one time that was
a situation of its own making.

Little did I know at the time I was speak-
ing at such length that I was probably
rendering myself a service, if I might so
express myself; because it is perfectly ob-
vious that had I not made reference to mat-
ters affecting the Minister for Honing, the
Minister in charge of Prices Control, the
Minister for Transport and the rest of them
on the general debate, in all probability I
would, because of this guillotine motion,
have been denied the right to speak on those
departmental Votes, or some of them. If
I had not spoken then I would probably
have lost the opportunity. The best r can,
expect is that I will have a very limited
chance to discuss matters under the vari-
ous departments included in the Estimates..
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The Minister for Education:- Will you
have any voice left?

Mr. GRAHAM: I think the Minister for
Education can leave my voice to me and
I might suggest to him that perhaps he
has things a little more important than that
-with which to concern himself.

The Minister for Education: I would if
I were not here, but as I am here I can
consider nothing but you.

Mr. GRAHAM: There is only one other
thing I would say in eonniection'with that
speech of five hours, which, let me inform
the Chamber would have lasted consider-
ably longer had I not had placed in front
-of me a pad with the word "conclude "
-written on it. I took the hint and accord-
ingly concluded.

Mr. Grayden:- What time did you get out
of bed to have your photograph taken by
the "Daily News"?

The Minister for Education: That is a
leading question and should not be
answered.

Mr. GRAHAM: The member for Middle
Swan seems to be very concerned about my
-welfare.

Mr. Grayden: Not concerned. I was won-
dering what time you went back to bed.'
'These rigged photographs are not the best.

Mr. GRAHAM: For the last week or so,
as members are aware, there has been about
50 per cent of comic cuts in the "Daily
News," The other 50 per cent has been
something in connection with the member
for Miadle Swan, who could also be in-
cluded under the heading of comic cuts;
and he was able to tell us the other evening
of something that was going to appear in a
subsequent issue of that paper.

Sitting suspended from 8.15 to 9.30 a.m.

Mr. GRAHAM: A little lightning calcu-
lation just now revealed to me that in about
14 hours' time my Leader wvill have return-
ed from the North, and I dare say he would
be pleased to have the oppoqrtunity of ex-
pressing himself on this proposal. It is just
as well that we are able to say a few things
on the motion. I am submitting reasons why
the Government should allow us a renter
time to consider the Estimates. I think there
is an item covering the Zoological Gardens.
That, of course, gives me a chance of say-
ing several things with regard to the mem-

her for Middle Swan. When we made a
pause for breakfast, the hon. member AWas
apparently concerned about a certain
photograph that appeared in the evening
paper one day last week. It -was suggested
to me that jealousy might be causing him
somne concern. He made reference to the
pyjamas. I will lend him a pair if he is
any way attracted by the stripes or the pat-
tern.

Mr. Grayd en: I made no reference to
your pyjamas. I simply said that you went
off to bed to get your photo taken, and that
it was a rigged photo. That is all there was
to it,

,Mr. GRAHAM: Unlike the member for
Middle Swan, no approaches have been
made by me to any of the papers. An em-
ployee of the "Daily News" approached me
last Friday morning, with the result that
members saw.

Mr. Grayden.- At what time?

Mr. GRAHAM: At about a quarter to
nine in the morning.

Mr. Grayden: Where did you borrow the.
pyjamas?

Mr. GRAHAM: I was taken in a garb
in which I guarantee the member for Mid-
die Swan would not he prepared to be
photographed. I can imagine what a pic-
ture he would look without any make-up,
and the curlers in his hair.

-' Mr. SPEAKER: Order! There is noth-
ing about this in the motion.

Mr. GRAHAM: I thought this came
within the scope of the Zoological Gardens.
Parliamentary sessions as a rule .occupy a
period of about five months. Even if the
Government is barren of ideas, which it ob-
viously is this year because of the few Bills
that have come forward, that is no reason
why there should be any restrictions on the
time of members of both sides of the House
in which to expiess their viewpoints. That
is their right, and greater liberty should be
allowed members when there is a lack of
Government business. Last year more than
100 hours was occupied on the Address-in-
reply, anti the Estimates. At the present
mome~nnt the Estimates have to serve both
purposes. Accordingly, if a total of 61
hours has been occupied, there is still a
tonisiderablc amount of time left before we
reach the total period that was devoted to
the general discussions last year -without
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;any objeccion or protest by the Govern-
11nent. On the other hand, as members know,
.quitc a number of departmental Estimates
were introduced and passed with practic-
ally no discussion because they came before
us on the last sitting day. I can imagine
all sorts of things occurriug on account of
the motion.

The Government has shown its anxiety to
.stifle discussion and criticism as much as
possible. Unlike the Commonwealth Parlia-.
ment, where a certain period is set aside
for the discussion on the E-stimates, a time
limit is sought to be imposed here dealing
with when the debate must conclude. There-
fore, if there are protracted debates on the
departments covered by one Minister,
there will be no discussion on the balance.
There would naturally be a temptation for
Ministers to spread themselves for the pur-
pose of lauding themselves and their de-
partments, and for Government supporters
to speak at some length on the items, know-
ing that by so doing they would be denying
to Opposition members an opportunity to
-criticise the Government.

The Honorary Minister for Supply and
Shipping: They are not like that.

Mr. GRAHAM: That is all the Honor~ry
Minister for Supply and Shipping knot',s
about her Party. In addition, there is noth-
ing to stop the Government deciding that
hienceforth the House shall adjourn at an
exceedingly early hour. The Government,
by exercising a little ingenuity, could greatly
-restrict the comments of members on this
side of the House on certain departments,
and give them no opportunity of expressing
themselves with regard to other departments.
Surely that is an undesirable state of affairs.
I beard last evening that if the Premier were
-not successful with this motion he was going
to consider resigning, thus precipitating an
early election. I do not know whether that
is so, but I got the information from several
different quarters. If it is so, let me inform
the Premier that I will be pleased to assist
him in that regard in every possible way.

The Minister for Lands: You should
change your bait.

Mr. GRAHAM: In a sitting lasting 17
hours the Minister for Lands has been in
this Chamber for not more than 17 minutes.
He probably does not even know what we
are debating.

The Minister for Lands: Had I known
you were on your feet 1 wobld gkot be here
now.

Xr. GRAHAM: It is an inspiration to
have the pleasant countenance of the Mist-
ister before one. I have bad inspirations and
other types of assistance during the course
of my speech, what with the member for
Middle Swan down on the floor and Mr.
Viv James in the public gallery immediately
in front of me.

The Minister for Lands: We always try
to be helpful.

Mr. GRAHAM: The Minister succeeds in
that respect.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The member for
Middle Swan Is the only one who is not
co-operating.

Mr. GRAHAM: He has to do something
different, realising that his public career will
end suddenly about three months hence. He
has been a remarkable personality in the
short time he has been prominent in public
life. Only three years dgo a certain Inde-
pendent candidate could see no good in any
Party, but within a short period he became
a member of the Liberal Party.

Mr. Crayden: He must be a bit wiser now.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
keep to the motion.

Mr. GRAH AM:- I 'thought this would
come under the Electoral Department. If
the member for Middle Swan succeeds in the
election he will once again revert to the
Liberal Party- That will not be a bad per-
formance in a period of three years.

Mr. Grayden: You are greatly concerned
about this Swan seat, and you have been
whining about it for the last couple of
weeks.--

M1r. GRA3rAM:f Not at all. Going a little
f urther, the hon. member's next position will
be among the unemployed. The present
Budget is a record for this State, in the
estimates of expenditure to be undertaken
and met. Past experience demonstrates that
a million or so more than is shown in the
Budget will be spent. The Prime Minister
has been more than generous to the States,
and particularly to Wester'n Australia, and
this State in particular has no ground for
complaint about the treatment received from
the Commonwealth Government.
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.The present Budget totals £C23,509,873, a
50 per cent. increase on. that for 1946-47,
immediately prior to the present Govern-
ment taking office, because in that year the
amount actually expended was £16,424,428.
Therefore this Budget requires much closer
examination than usual. There was a diver-
sion when the member for Beverley was on
his feet, he being the founder of the Liberal-
Country League, who, single-banded, swal-
lowed the entire Liberal Party. Is it any
wonder that he is suffering, from political
indigestion, as a consequence of which we
have to listen to effusions such as we had
from him at an early hour this morning?
That reveals how wide is the breach between
the Liberals and the Country Party, when
a senior member of the Country Party found
himself so much at variance with his Party
that ha left it-the term usually applied is
"ratted"-in order to join the Liberal and
Countr-y League..

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is get-
ting away from the motion again.

M1r. GRAH-AM-%: I thought I was conform-
ing to the excellent lead given by the founder
of the Liberal and Country League. I
grasped the first"Tederal "Hansard" avail-
able and, on turning over a few pages, found
an example. of where the Commonwealth
Government was seeking to impose some
limitation on the debate on the Estimates.
While it is common procedure in the
national Parliament, that course is a rarity
here, and this Government is, among other
thin 's, creating a record by applying the
guillotine to the discussion on the Estimates;.
Ti this Federal "Hansard" Mr. -Menzies,
Leader of the Opposition in the national
Parliament, opened his remarks by saying-

It cannot be said that the guillotining of
the Estirnates is without precedent.
He goes on to say there was not a great
deal of discussion in the general debate and
continues-

That is, of course, a very important period
of debate for all bon. members. Some may
want to. discuss housing; others, or perhap s
the Qnme bon. members, may wish to disc,',,
aspects of civil aviation. The diseussihn of
the Estimates provides that one opportunity
to discuss housing; it provides the one oppor-
tunity to discuss, for example, the operations
of Trains-Australia. Airlines and other aspects
of civil aviation. It also provides the one
opportunity to discuss certain trade treaties
which are the concern of the Department of

Trade and Customs. As for the Department

of Commerce and Agriculture, consideration
of the Estimates for this department will pro-
vide one of the few opportunities to discuss
such important problems as to what is to hasp-
pen to the wheat stabilisation scheme, -and
whtat changes the Government has in mind,
and for hon. memibers to put forward sugges-
tions.

Later onl he says-
The public will expect that when we; are

appropriating over £E400,000,000 of their
money sufficient time will be' allowed to dis-
cuss matters which concern them in the ad-
ministration of the departments. The second
observation I make is that it will hardly be
said bv the Government that it is pressed for
time, that it has urgent legislation comning.
forward because the truth is that it has no
urgent legislation to bring before the House.

How appropriate is that to the present
situation. Mr. Menzies referred to the tre-
mendous Budget and here we have an all-
time record. He states that there should
be, in view of the fact, sufficient time to
discuss in detail items of the various de-
partments. That is just what we, on this
side of the House. are maintaining at the
present moment. Mr. Menzies stated that
the Government was not pressed for
time, and we have just the samue position
here. He makes a submission that the Gov-
ernment has no urgent legislation to bring
forward and that, of course, is perfectly
obvious in this case. Therefore, strange as*I
it may seem, we are on all fours, in okr
protest, with the Leader of the Opposition
in the Commonwealth Parliament. He pro-
tested, notwithstanding that, as he himself
remarked, it is the usual procedure in the
Comm onwealth Parliament that there should
be these limitations. 'Mr. Anthony, the
member for Richmond, says something akin
to our own protests-

There is little that the Opposition can do-
to prevent the 'Prime Mfinister (Mr. Chifley)
from carrying out his intention to guillotine
the debate in the Estimates. We realise that
the Government has the numbers to enforce
its intention and that it will use its majority
just as brutally as any majority was ever
used in the Reicbstag.

Once again, those remarks could be applied
to this case.

The Minister for Housing: It is a hit of a
two-edgred sword.

M.%r. GRAHAMI: That is not so. As has
been pointed oat, not only by myself but
also by other members, that is the common
procedure adopted in the National Parlia-
ment by Governments of all political colours.
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However, this is an entirely new procedure
and is a complete departure from estab-
lished custom so far as the Pariamnent of
Western Australia is concerned. If we
delete the words, ''the Prime Minister (Mr.
Chifley) " and insert the words, I'the Pre-
mier (Mr. MeLarty) " we have an exact
parallel. It would almost paraphrase what
members on this side of the Chamber have
been maintaining throughout this debate.

The Minister for Housing: I presume
you are paying the Premier a compliment.

'Mr. GRAHAM: Nothing of the sort. On
the contrary, because of the circumstances
which I have given, there ore at least three
mouths before the normal time for Parlia-
ment to conclude its business and there is
no urgent or important business that the
Government has in hand. There is no ex-
ecuse for it even to contemplate the step
that it is seeking, or the action it is seek-
ing to impose upon us by the motion we
are discussing. A few lines further down
Mr. Gullett, the member for Henty, says-

At most it is in session for about six
months of the year, and if hon. members are
Prevented from discussing adequately the af-
fairs of important departments, Parliament-
stry government has degenerated into an ab-
'knblte farce. The Government stifles discus-
sion on most important questions, thus mak-
lug an utter farce of our deliberations.

'So I quote those extracts from the Com-
monwealth "Hansard" of 1947 to show that
members of other political Parties protest
when their rights are interfered with. I
think the Premier has been a little hard
in restricting us and making a maximum
provision of two hours for consideration
of the Appropriation Bill-that is apart
from the other incursions that he has made
into the time that-

The Premier: Generally that is treated
as a purely formal matter.

Hon. A. H. Panton: The Upper House
will have to deal with it.

The Premier: That is so. It has always
been a very formal matter in this Hoase.

Mr. GRAHAM: That may he so. I think,
turning back our records, it will be fbund
that perhaps not more, than one hour is
devoted to discussion on that Bill.

The Premier: Not that.'

Mr&. GRAHAM1: It may so happen, on
this occasion, that members will deem it
necessary, in the interests of the people they

represent, and the State, to have something
to say on the Bill. Surely that is their
right.

The Premier: Very often the discussion
has been for about five minutes only.

Mr. GRAHAM: I will agree with the
Premier there but we have submitted. not
once, but on very many occasions as the
Premier will admit, that because of certain
action taken to deny us certain rights it be-
comes necessary for us to find other avenues
of expressing ourselves. Therefore, just as
the debate on the Estimates has been ad-
mittedly more protracted than is usual, one
could logically expect the same thing on the
Appropriation Bill.

I sincerely hope that there will be an
opportunity for a full discussion on the
department controlled by the Minister for
Housing. For the edification of members,
some of whom were not present on a pre-
vious occasion, I want to say that the posi-
tion is absolutely alarming. At the 1st
January, 1947, there were 8,643 outstanding
applications for dwellings but at the 31st
July of this year there were no less than
22,688. That is a colossal figure and, even
if we discount it considerably for certain
reasons, the overall picture reveals that the
housing situation is deteriorating. In other
words, the longer we go the further behind
we get. If that be the position, tben where
are we heading? In five or 10 years' time
there will be, at the rate we are going, the
best part of 100,000 people seeking houses
and unable to get them. That is the approxi-
mate rate at which applications have fallen
into arrears.

Because of that alarming state of affairs
1 should say that every single member
whether he has housing problems in his
electorate or not, should, on the basis of
humanity, address himself to these Esti-
mates. Many of the citizens of this State
are in dire straits because of accommoda-
tion problems. When introducing his Esti-
mates, rather than when replying, because
there may not be an opportunity for that,
I should like the Minister to explain to us
why so many miles of concrete street herb-
ing have been manufactured and placed in
position along the Canning-highway, the
Great Eastern-highway, the Albany-highway,
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Adelaide-terrace and probably many more
of them when cement is in short supply for
essential building requirements.

The Minister for Housing: I looked into
that matter and I will be glad to refer to
it.

Mr. GRAHAM: Very well! I would be
pleased too, if the Minister would not-
and I appeal to him not to do so-plead
excuses where obviously errors of judgment
have been made by members of his depart-
ment, but rather give an assurance that cor-
rective measures will be taken to remedy
and improve the position. Mention was
made some weeks ago of a certain -shop
being erected in Canning-highway for an
electrician. The excuse submitted was that
it was to rehabilitate an ex-Serviceman. I
consider that tradesmen can be rehabilitated
without being provided with new buildings.

As I move around the metropolitan area
and practically every suburb and see shop
after shop with Liberal Party placards on
them-in other words, they are depots for
that Party's Propaganda-it makes me
wonder as to the sincerity of the Govern-
ment on this matter, because I feel that a
dozen or more ex-Servicemen could be re-
habilitated by giving them the occupation
of these premises which are now being used
for Party political purposes. The position
is entirely out of hand. When we/realise
that 4,533 people are on the wailing list for
war service homies alone and that many ex-
Servicemen would be included in the 11,668
outstanding tenancy applications, surely it
is not sincerely suggested that an electri-
cian's shop of all things, quite commodious
premises, too, should be erected whilst these
many thousands of ex-Servicemen are denied
reasonable and decent living accommoda-
tion. It does not make sense.

I want something better than an attempt
by the Minister for Housing to whitewash
and explaia awvay obvious errors of judg-
ment or mismanagement in making the
overall determinations, either by the Housing
Commission as a department or by the mem-
bers of the Commission themselves. In view
of the outcry against banking it seems more
than passing strange that a gentleman most
active with the Bank Officers' Anti-Socialisa-
tion Committee, a person by the name of

Malcolm, has been relegated to priority No.
6 in the Liberal Party's "How to Vote"'
card.

Mr. Leslie: Where is that cardI

Mr. GRAHAM: It appeared in the hon.
member's official organ, "The West Austra-
Ilian," on at least one occasion and I think
it has also appeared in the "Sunday Times."

Mr. Leslie: That was, merely a list of
names.

Mr. GRAHAM: No, it was in the order
in which the names are to appear. That
gives some idea of the faith and confidence
that these anti-banking bodies have in a
direct representative of one of these institu-
tions. The other evening I made some re-
ference to what I termed a most scandalous
state of affairs, namely, that it was only
after the political beliefs of a certain per-
son had been ascertained that he was given
an appointment as commissioner for declara-
tions. It is amazing howv canvassers of the
Liberal Party were aware, of confidential
official information and how they gave an
undertaking that everything would be at-
tended to and how, in fact, it was.

I thought members might be interested to
learn that on the very day on which I was
speaking, an approach was made to this
same person by the Liberal Party offering
him a job as canvasser and organiser at £12
a week which, as I told members, he refused.
A further approach was made to him sug-
gesting that if he would use his influence
in his own circle he would be paid
a fee of £100 and that if a certain Liberal
Party candidate were successful in the elec-
tion, he could then practically write his
own ticket. All Oihis arises from a person,
for business reasons, seeking to be appointed
a commissioner for declarations. Somehow
confidential discussions between myself as a
member and the Attorney General found
their way to the Liberal Party offices, and
then impr6per suggestions were made to the
person concerned and an undertaking given
that everything would be set right following
a report being made to the Attorney General.
That is an extraordinary state of affairs and
if it were earlier in the session I should
move a deliberate motion in this H1ouse so
that members generally could express them-
selves as to the outrageous situation that has
developed.
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I sincerely hope that the flashlight which I
have noticed coming from the rear of the
Chamber includes the member for Middle
Swan who seems extremely concerned with
this sort of thing. With. my colleagues I
have sought fqr many hours to make a pro-
test against this extraordinary action which
is contemplated by the Government in the
motion we a&v considering. I repeat that
our position as Opposition members is ex-
tremely difficult because, unlike the Govern-
ment, the Labour Party is not on the best
terms with the daily Press and therefore,
say what we like-

The Premier: I thought that was a very
good photograph of you in the "flaily News"
the other etening.

Mr. GRAHAM: -the public has no means
whatever of ascertaining the facts of the
situation. But we can indicate to the Gov-
ernment in no uncertain manner-

'Mr. Brady: On a point of order, Mr.
Speaker! I notice that photographers are
taking photographs in the Chamber and I
do not think they should be doing so at the
moment because certain members are asleep
in their seats and it is not quite fair to
them.

Mr. GRAHAM: It has been most weary-
ing for us, as I am certain it has been for
members of the Government and their sup-
porters. I want to be perfectly fair. As
one who has perhaps been among the chief
offenders in occupying the time of the
-lHouse, 1, realise full well that Ministers
have a most important role to perform.
Irrespective of the political complexion of
the Government of the day, State depart-
ments must continue to function and cer-
lain essential tasks have to be carried out
by Ministers themselves. If they are en-
gaged in the House all night, it becomes
impossible for them properly to attend to
their administrative duties. That applies
equally to private members although, need-
less. to say, their responsibilities are by no
means so great. The action adopted by the
members of the Opposition has been pur-
sued because there is no other step what-
ever that they could take. The Government
has a majority-if that were not so, it
,would not be in charge of the affairs of
State-and if it chose it could pass any
motion or Bill in a very few minutes, pro-
vided members remained in their places.

The votes of the Opposition, in effect, mean
nothing at all, and the only way we can
impress our point of view upon the Govern-
ment is by speaking at length.

I trust, notwithstanding statements I
have made during the course of the debate,
that the Liberal and Country Party mem-
bers will appreciate that, should Lab-
our be returned to power, they will have
earned retaliation: Nevertheless, when we
have settled down fully after this very
violent difference and clash of opinions, I
hope there will be no further repetition of
steps designed in any way whatever to re-
strict or limit the freedom that has been
enjoyed by members of this Parliament. As
a matter of fact, the Parliament of West-
ern Australia has a proud record respect-
ing the personal relationships of members.
No matter how bitterly they have disagreed
on the floor of the House, immediately they
leave the Chamber all is forgotten. No
time limit should be imposed on speeches
except under extraordinary circumstances,
unlike those obtaining at present. I do
ijot think members wilfully seek to waste
the time of the House. I should expect
that when, in turn, Labour assumes office,
should action be taken to curtail or re-
strict the activities of members, there will
undoubtedly be a most full and protracted
condemnation of the Government.

The Minister for Education: If it is no
worse than this, there would not be.

Mr. GRAHAM: I very much question
that.

Mr. Leslie: What about-

Hon. A. H. Panton: Shut up and let him
sit down!

Mr. GRAHAM: I have entered my pro-
test and made my position clear. I trust
that, irrespective of which side of the House
I may sit on in the future, there will be
no repetition of the action that has been
taken by the Government.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes

Noes

Majority for

-. .. -. 22

-. .- -. 20

-. 2
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Mr. Abbott
mr. Ackland
Mr. Baoel
Mrs. Cordell-Oliver
'Mr. Cornell
Mr. Poey
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Ball
Mr. Hill
Mr. Leslie
Mr, Mann

Mr. Brad-y
Mr. Soverley
Mr. Pox
Mr. graham
Mr. Hawks
Mr. Hegney
Mr. Soar
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Marshall
Mr, May

Ais.
Mr. 'McDonald
Mr. McLarty
Mr. Murray
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Nimamo
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Seward
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. Yates
Mr. Brand

N030.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

McCulloch
Needham
Oliver
Pansoil
Reynolds
Sleeman
Styaate
Tonirin
Triat
Rodoreda.

PAnER.
Amas. I Nona.

Mr. Thorn x r. Wise
Sir N. Keenen. IMr. Smith

Question thus passed; the motion agreed
to.

ADJOURNMENT-SPEOIAL.

TE PREMIER (Hon. D. H. MeLarty-
Murray-Wellington) : I move--

That the House at its rising adjourn till
7.30 p.m.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 10.18 anm. (Thursday).

PEzisl~Iathu cAzznmbhtt
Thursday, 8th September, 1949.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 7.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

LOCOMOTIVES, ENGLISH
PURCHASES.

As to Engineer to Inspect.

Mr. STYANTS asked the Minister for
Railways:

(1) Is it a fact that the Railway Depart-
ment has obtained the services of an engi-
neer, outside the State Railways, to inspect
and report on locomotives to be purchased
in EnglandI

(2) Is this engineer to become a member
of the permanent staff, and if so, what classi-
fication will he bold?

(3) If he is not to be a member of the
permanent staff, what are the conditions of
his emrployment q

(4) In view of the recomnmendation made
by the Royal Commission and agreed to by
him (see "Hansard" of the 3rd August,
1948) why is the opportunity to obtain over-
sea experien~e denied to local administra-
tive officersI


